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How the West Lafayette Police Department’s Social Services and Crisis Response Team connects residents to care, support, and stability.

APRIL IS AMONTH OF AWARENESS

Alcohol Awareness « Child Abuse Prevention
Counseling Awareness * Minority Health
National Youth Violence Prevention
Paralyzed Veterans Observance
Sexual Assault Awareness  Fair Housing

April is a month of awareness, but awareness
only matters if people know where to turn. The
West Lafayette Police Department's (WLPD)
Social Services & Crisis Response team, led
by social workers Devon Moore and Patience
Smith, helps turn awareness into action and
community impact.

For this team, observances like Child Abuse
Prevention Month, Alcohol Awareness Month,
Minority Health Month, and Fair Housing Month
are more than just calendar themes. Their work
intersects with these issues every day.

Rather than focusing solely on enforcement, their
work is grounded in building relationships and
fostering trust. “We meet people where they are
at,"said Patience.

That means going to homes, schools, and public

Devon and Patience work with the Department
of Child Services, Court Appointed Special
Advocate (CASA), Heartford House, and other
local groups to help children who have witnessed
or experienced trauma.

A central part of their approach is the Handle
with Care initiative, a program gaining traction
across Indiana.

“Any time a child comes in contact with law
enforcement, a Handle with Care notice is sent to
that child's school the next day,” Devon explained.
“That way, teachers know to offer a little extra
patience and flexibility, knowing something hard
may have happened.’

The program complements the Tippecanoe
County Youth Services diversion program,
which offers alternatives to arrest for some
juvenile cases.

“This is a new way to approach concerns,” Devon
said. “Kids can be held accountable while still
being connected to services instead of charges.
That takes community coordination and trust”

Expanding Awareness into Action

Beyond youth services, the team’s work overlaps
with other April awareness efforts, especially
mental health, housing stability, and veterans.

Counseling Awareness Month highlights early
mental health intervention. Devon and Patience
work with local providers so residents know how
and where to access counseling, in a crisis or as
ongoing care.

Fair Housing Month highlights the connection
between stable housing and community safety.
The crisis team assists with issues related to
housing insecurity. By coordinating with housing
partners, advocacy groups, and programs such as
Veterans Treatment Court, the team helps people
find safe and stable homes.

“At the Veterans Case Conference, we meet
monthly with Lafayette Police, regional partners,
and an outreach coordinator from Indy," said
Patience. “We discuss veterans experiencing
homelessness and try to connect them to help.

Story continues inside | middle panel

places to connect people with resources that meet
basic needs, support physical and mental health,
and help stabilize families.

Helping Our Youngest Residents

In addition to having school resource officers in
local schools, the crisis response team goes a step
further in providing care.

“We work in collaboration with the schools,’
said Devon. “If they identify students who are
struggling, could be mental health, family
dynamics, basic needs, we try to get them
connected in a judgment-free zone."

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
local schools lets the crisis team share limited but
important information to coordinate support.

Welcome, Judge Elliot McKinnis

On February 19, Mayor Erin R. Easter administered
the oath of office to Judge Elliot McKinnis, who will
preside over West Lafayette City Court.

Appointed by Governor Mike Braun, Judge
McKinnis fills the vacancy created by the passing
of longtime Judge Lori Stein Sabol. He earned his
Juris Doctor from the Indiana University Robert H.
McKinney School of Law in 2010 and has served
Tippecanoe County as both a deputy prosecutor
and deputy public defender before entering
private practice.

The Sabol family gifted him with Judge Stein
Sabol’s robe, which he wore during the oath as a
tribute to her legacy and service to West Lafayette.
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"MEETYOUR NEIGHBOR: The Brennan Famil

West Lafayette is full of people whose stories
shape our community. This month, we're
excited to introduce the Brennan family, whose
bond with Purdue and commitment to parks
and civic involvement spans decades.

A Purdue Beginning

Paul arrived at Purdue University in the mid-
1970s as a student and graduated with a degree
in Animal Sciences. During his senior year, he
met his future wife, Linda, at the Purdue Ice
Skating Rink near the Purdue Fire Department
and the Cordova Recreational Sports Center.

After graduation, the Brennans moved to
Indianapolis, where they lived and worked for
several years. They married soon afterward and

welcomed two children, Andrea and
Joe. In 1992, after Joe's arrival,
an opportunity brought the

This spring, the City of

West Lafayette advances key
infrastructure improvements while

preparing responsibly for continued growth.

While autumn brings excitement to West
Lafayette with the start of school, fall sports,
and time-honored traditions, spring is still my
favorite season. The first walk along our trails
without a heavy winter coat and the warmth of
sunshine after months of gray (winter) skies
feels like a small gift. Spring is also a season of
exhilarating change. The bright green leaves
returning to our trees, the blush of redbuds,
and the ever-delightful crocuses, daffodils, and
tulips lining our city streets and neighbors'yards
remind us that we are always moving from one
season into the next.

Springisaseason of hope, optimism, and growth.
It reminds us that change is constant, and that
growth, while sometimes uncomfortable, is both
necessary and positive.

In our winter newsletter, we outlined several
infrastructure  projects now moving from

Moving from Planning to Progress

family back to West Lafayette, this time tolead an
organization affiliated with Purdue University’s
Animal Sciences Department.

Since then, West Lafayette has truly become
home. For decades, Paul and Linda have
come to appreciate the City's energy,
university life, and the mix of small-town
charm and opportunity.

“There is something invigorating about the
pulse of the campus,” Paul shared. “The quiet
summers and the surge of students throughout
the fall, winter, and spring!”

A Love for Parks and Community
For him, one of the most meaningful parts of
West Lafayette is its parks.

“The soul of any community is the park
system,” he said. “West Lafayette has some
wonderful parks, and with the size of our city,

planning to construction. This spring, the first
phase of improvements to County Road 425,
from Yeager Road to Salisbury Street, will
begin under the jurisdiction of Tippecanoe
County. In 2027, construction will continue
from Salisbury Street to Soldiers Home Road
within the City's jurisdiction. Additionally, we will
see transportation improvements both within
and just outside city limits. Together, these
improvements will help manage housing and
business growth in the northern portion of our
community while reducing pressure on Salishury
Street and Soldiers Home Road.

Thistype of coordinationis only possible because
of our strong partnership with Tippecanoe
County. We are grateful for that collaboration
and for the shared commitment to planning
responsibly for the future.

These projects reflect years of planning and
coordination, and they position the City of West
Lafayette to meet the demands of a growing
community while preserving the character and
service standards that define us.

| can leave my home and walk through most of
them and back."

Paul also points to the continued growth and
excitement surrounding the park system,
including the wildly popular Cason Family Park,
which opened last May.

After retiring a few years ago, he found more
time to give back to the community he loves.
He began serving on the West Lafayette Parks
Board, became active with West Lafayette
Tree Friends through pruning, meetings, and
fundraising, and more recently joined the West
Lafayette Parks Foundation.

“One thing I've learned is that you feel closer to
the community when you participate in it," he
said. “Giving back pays dividends for you and
your neighbors.”

Rooted in West Lafayette

Inaddition to volunteering, Paul and Linda enjoy
time with family, traveling, and being outdoors.
Paul stays busy walking, cycling, gardening,
and working on community projects.

The Brennans'story reminds us that deep roots,
whether through family, service, or planting
trees, help make West Lafayette a better place
to call home.

You will also see continued investments in our
wastewater system, realignment of trash, recycling,
andyardwaste collection routes, andimprovements
in our parks. While construction and service
changes can be disruptive, they are part of ensuring
that the City of West Lafayette maintains the high
level of service our residents expect.

Growth is not something happening to us; it
is something we are actively preparing for. By
making thoughtful investments now, we are
strengthening the systems that support our
neighborhoods, businesses, and quality of life.

Our Communications Department will continue
to provide updates throughout the season, and
we welcome your questions and feedback. Just
as spring brings a period of transition before
settling into warmer days, our community will
navigate these improvements and emerge
stronger, more connected, and prepared for what

lies ahead.

Warm Regards, .,
Mayor



Continued cover story.

Devon M:Moore
Social Services
Crisis Response Manager

Patience L.
Social Services
Crisis Response Specialist

West Lafayette
Police Department

711 W. Navajo Street
Office: 765.775.5200

ESEAT

The system can be frustrating—for example, being in
the National Guard alone doesn't always qualify you for
VAservices.”

The crisis teams devote hours to learning and educating
themselves and officers to cut through red tape and speed
up services.

The department’s Veterans Treatment Court partnership
also offers a path forward. Detective Cassie Leuck, a
veteran, mentors and supports participants, emphasizing
accountability and rehabilitation in a supportive, military-
informed way.

Supporting Survivors

Sexual assault awareness, youth violence awareness,
and violence against women and the elderly also remain
amajor focus.

“Something we noticed as a service gap was protective
orders,” Devon said. “People didn't know where to go or
how to get them. So, we got trained to assist with the
forms and walk them through the process. If someone
can't read, we'll read the form word-for-word and ensure
the narrative is in their own words. We just want people to
feel heard and supported.”

The West Lafayette Police Department leans on resources
and support from YWCA. Each year, Tippecanoe County
comes together with the Cities of Lafayette and West
Lafayette and partnering organizations to raise awareness
of domestic violence in our community.

Building Belonging and Trust
West Lafayette’s diversity makes this work essential
and delicate.

“It's a big cultural shift," Devon noted. “Ina lot of places, the
police don't mean the same thing they do here, in our City."

That's why she and Patience wear plain clothes to
avoid negative emotions that can come from a police
uniform. Their social work backgrounds provide the
empathy and perspective needed for mental health,
addiction, and trauma.

Their work proves that in West Lafayette, awareness
is just the beginning. Through care, collaboration, and
follow-through, Devon and Patience help transform
observances into lasting progress.

In West Lafayette, awareness is personal and collaborative,
becoming action through the steady work of Devon Moore
and Patience Smith.

“Having Devonand Patience onthe WLPD team strengthens
West Lafayette by providing and connecting the West
Lafayette community to kind and thoughtful evidence-
based support, said David VanVactor, Deputy Chief of Police.
“The pair improves our overall community’s well-being and
helps to foster a healthier, more connected City."

How You Can Help
If you see the crisis team at work, please give them
space; people usually prefer privacy during tough times.

Consider volunteering with local groups such as Lafayette
Urban Ministry, Food Finders Food Bank, or other service-
driven community organizations.

If you can help financially, WLPD collects donations year-
round for Shop with a Cop, which helps underprivileged
children enjoy the holidays. Donate in person or by mail.

One of the most important ways to help is to report
concerns. The crisis team can only assist if they know
there's an issue. If you have concerns about someone’s
safety or well-being, reach out because early intervention
makes a difference.

April is Children and Nature Awareness
Month, making it the perfect time to explore
the public art at Happy Hollow Park and
encourage kids to get active outdoors.

Bring your family to the park and discover
four larger-than-life bug sculptures by artist
Bill Secunda: Dragonfly, Luna Moth, Cricket,
and Praying Mantis. The sculptures are
located along more than a mile of scenic
trails, turning a simple walk into a fun
outdoor adventure.

Along the way, you'll find shaded areas and
several picnic tables that do not require
reservations, ideal for a snack or family
picnic. Please note that while the park offers
plenty of shade, some trails include stairs.

(O G T ERaEE i o A

O Dragonfly: Near the park entrance at North Salisbury Street and Grant Street.
@ Luna Moth: Trail entrance off Indian Trail. © Cricket: Trail entrance off Rose Street.
O Praying Mantis: Main entrance off Happy Hollow Road.



Share Your Stories and Photos
Have a great photo or story idea for WL Connection? (

Email us at communications@westlafayette.in.gov.
We can't be everywhere, soyourinput 4
and ideas help us spotlight the special

moments that make West Lafayette shine.

Learn more at
westlafayette.in.gov/connect.

Become a Camp Naturalist Fellow

Do you consider yourself a friend of the natural world? Are you
energized by serving your community? The Camp Naturalist Fellow
position through AmeriCorps may be the perfect fit for you!

In this role, Fellows work alongside nature campers to inspire and
cultivate a lifelong love for the environment. Each day offers the
opportunity to be immersed in the beauty of the outdoors while
gaining valuable lesson-planning skills, hands-on education
experience, and, at the end of the summer, receive an education :
award of up to $1,956.35. SCANTO CONNECT

Ready to make an impact? Scan the QR code to learn more and apply.

New Pickup Schedule Begins June 2026

Beginning June 2026, trash, recycling, and yard waste will all be collected Monday-
Friday. The change is needed because the county’s trash transfer station is moving
to a new location on State Road 38, increasing travel time for collection trucks.

Your exact pickup day will be announced in early May. The City is finalizing
routes using a new routing software system which helps plan trash and recycling
pickups more efficiently and cost-effectively. More details will be shared this
spring as the transition approaches.

222 N. Chauncey Ave.
West Lafayette, IN 47906
——— Westlafayette.in.gov

We're hiring and looking for passionate,
energetic individuals to join our amazing team.
Visit our website at www.westlafayette.in.gov
and click the employment icon.

Congratulations to the following employees for
their milestones with the City:

Changes to Payment Fees & Billing

The City no longer covers credit card processing fees for utility bills, permits, or

other payments. To avoid these fees, consider these options: 35 Years of Service:
. - . . Jeffrey Dunscomb - WLPD
« Sign up for automatic withdrawal from your checking or savings account. _
: - 20 Years of Service:

* Mail a check to the City Finance Department. Grant Birge - WLFD

« Pay in person at City Hall using cash or check. 10 Years of Service:

» Use the drop boxes at the John R. Dennis Wellness Center Sana Booker - Clerk R

or Margerum City Hall for checks. Peter Gray - Finance EMPLOYMENT
Fric Lamb - WLFD OPPORTUNITIES

Chad Spitznagle - Housing
Michael Parsons - WLFD
Christopher Jewell - WLPD
FN Lutz - WLPD

Sanford Swanson - WLPD

5 Years of Service:

Jeffrey Kuhn - Engineering
Harrison Knill - [T

Jennifer Gardiner - Parks
Devon Moore - WLPD

Michelle Brandy Payne - Parks
Wesley Geib - WLFD

New Hires (January - March):
Michael Love - WLPD

Brennan Hutchinson - WLPD
Aaron Henkler - Parks

Nathan Besse - Engineering
Zachary Knox - Streets

Chase Koster - Parks

Robert Lyons - Parks

Michael Backstrom - IT

Reporting issues helps make a difference in keeping
West Lafayette a great place to live, work, and play. Each
edition, we round up timely safety tips and seasonal

C@ @p reminders from city departments and community
partners-because a little awareness goes a long way!

Report It App: Your reporting of issues help make a difference in keeping
West Lafayette functional and the best way to do that is with the West
Lafayette Report It App. Here, residents can quickly report mpams
potholes, streetlight issues, and other maintenance concerns. aiass
Visit our website for more information, including links to ._-jf 2
connect to the app. 3

April is Safe Digging Month — Call 811: Before beginning
any digging project this spring, remember to call 811 or
visit Indiana811.org. Utility crews will mark underground
lines for free, helping prevent damage, injuries, and service
interruptions. Whether you're planting a tree or installing a
mailbox, calling before you dig is the law!
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WHO'S NEW, WHO’S BEEN HERE A WHILE, WHO’S MOVING ON, AND WHO’S NEXT?



http://www.westlafayette.in.gov 
https://cityofwestlafayetteinemployees.munisselfservice.com/employmentopportunities/default.aspx
http://westlafayette.in.gov/connect
http://www.westlafayette.in.gov/connect
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/government/finance-department
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/government/parks-and-recreation/get-involved/americorps?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://indiana811.org
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/services/report-an-issue

A Look at What We've Accomplished

The Playback offers quick highlights of recent accomplishments, milestones,
and activities from your City of West Lafayette team-showcasing the work 4

weve done to serve our community and move our City forward.

Mayor at Klondike Career Fair:
On February 5, Mayor Easter joined the Klondike Middle
and Intermediate School Career Fair, which was held in
partnership with Junior Achievement Serving Greater
Lafayette. At the career fair, students could ask questions,
learn about different careers, and see how their interests
connect to real jobs.

Mayor Easter spoke with students and explained how local
government works in a way that was both meaningful and fun

g for their age group. o

Erin R. Easter

New WLPD Officers
taking Oath of Office!

» Michael Love
« Brennan Hutchinson

2025 WLPD Awards
Unit Citation
Criminal Investigations Division

Exceptional Service Award
Officer Collin Knolhoff

Community Blood Drive: ,
We collected 16 units, positively impacting ="
the lives of 48 Hoosier patients!

+ 12 donors gave double red cells
* 3 first time donors registered
» 2 donors gave whole blood

Officer of the Year
Detective
Jayden Fackelman

Thank you to Colby Bartlett
for 10 years of continuous
service on the Historic

Preservation Commission

Extended page - featuring bonus content like photos
videos, and links. It's our way of keeping the newsletter
concise while giving you more to explore online.

String Light Recap:
Thank you to everyone who joined our
2026 String Light Recycling Program!
Because of your efforts, we kept 626 Ibs. of
string lights out of our local landfills. Every
little bit makes a big difference for our
community and the environment!

Youth Basketball:
It's been a packed season. If you've
visited the John R. Dennis Wellness
Center on a Saturday, you've
seen it firsthand. Nearly 300 kids
registered across leagues, with
practices and games for ages 3 - 11.

Love Bug Jamboree:
Kids enjoyed Valentine's-themed
crafts, games, and activities, and
wrapped up the evening with a
Love Bug dance while parents
enjoyed a night out. It was a full
house with 34 children attending.

—

The Sugar Shack at
the Lilly Nature Center:

Warm weather and a short sap season forced
the Sugar Shack at Lilly Nature Center to
close in March. With less sap, there will be no
Sugarfest or pancake breakfast this year.

Many community members enjoyed stopping
by the Sugar Shack learning about maple &
sugaring, and Park staff are hopeful for colder

conditions next year for better sap collection.

Dare to Bare:

the cold in their swimsuits.

More than 80 participants during
the 1.5-hour event. Skaters braved



https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/our-city/connect-with-west-lafayette/wl-connection/wl-connection-extended

Sonya L. Margerum City Hall
222 N. Chauncey Ave.
West Lafayette, IN 47906

Erin R. Easter < Mayor
765.775.5100
mayor@westlafayette.in.gov

Sana Booker « Clerk
765.775.5150
clerk@westlafayette.in.gov

www.westlafayette.ingoy ek ITLUSY

L.moves

From major infrastructure improvements to exciting
developments like the West Lafayette Public Safety
Center, our City is growing, and we want you in the know.

M Bookmark:

COUNCIL QUICK NOTES:
Want an easy way to stay informed about
what's happening at City Council Meetings?
Council Quick Notes is a communication
tool providing brief/easy-to-read @
updates on upcoming agendas
and recent decisions. A

APRIL MARKS FAIR HOUSING MONTH:
April is recognized as Fair Housing Month,
commemorating the 1968 Fair Housing Act,
which prohibits discrimination in housing
based on race, color, religion, national
origin, sex (including sexual orientation
and gender identity), disability, and familial
status. During April, HUD, local governments,
and community partners raise awareness
of fair housing rights. The City of West
Lafayette supports these efforts through
its participation in HUD's Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.
In 2025, as part of the City's strategic plan,
Mayor Erin Easter established the Housing
Department to strengthen the  mi
City's focus on housing policy %
and long-term planning.

% CITY AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES
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Land Acknowledgment

The City of West Lafayette, and the Wabash River, are located on the ancestral
lands of the Bodewadmik (Potawatomi), Lenape (Delaware), Myaamia
(Miami), Kiikaapoi (Kickapoo), Peoria, Kaskaskia, and Shawnee People, who
were removed unjustly, and that we in this community are the beneficiaries
of that removal. We honor them as we live, work, and play here in the Wabash
Valley. Indigenous peoples have inhabited Indiana since time immemorial.
According to the 2020 US Census, there are over 50,000 Native Americans
living in the state today.

April

BUILDING A SAFER 11  DeTrash the Wabash

COMMUNITY FOR CHILDREN:

Aprilis Child Abuse Prevention Month, a time
for Greater Lafayette to unite so every child
can grow up safe and heard. Child abuse and
neglect can happen anywhere, but strong
families and caring adults make a difference.

If you suspect abuse or neglect, call the
Indiana Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline at
1.800.800.5556. Locally, Tippecanoe County
DCS connects families to prevention and

West Lafayette Farmers Market
opening for the season

City offices closed in
observance of Memorial Day

Municipal Pool opening
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support services at 765.742.0400. (Weather permitting)
Heartford House Child Advocacy Center
works with law enforcement and DCS to Jun e

help children and families after abuse is
reported, offering advocacy and referrals at 19 City offices closed in

low or no cost. Community partners such as observance of Juneteenth
Tippecanoe Child Abuse Prevention (TCAP)
and YWCA Greater Lafayette also offer year-
round education and support programs. Jul y

This April, residents are encouraged to learn
the signs of abuse, share hotline information,
and support local organizations that help

children feel safe and valued. ]_]_ Wabash Riverfest

Your Calendar
w
@)

3 City offices closed in
observance of the 4th of July



http://www.westlafayette.in.gov
https://wlmoves.com
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/government/boards-and-commissions/cdbg-advisory-board

