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PARKS AND REC REINVIGORATED

Do your children love the outdoors? As if 15 
parks and 32 miles of trails weren’t enough 
in the City, Happy Hollow Park is getting 
brand new playground equipment in both 
of their playgrounds (for ages 2-5 and 5-12) 
this November, thanks to grants from the 
Community Foundation and Wabash National. 

This summer, take a break from the heat and 
come explore the treasures in the Lilly Nature 
Center at the Celery Bog for some natural fun. 
Get a close and microscopic look at artifacts 
such as a beaver tail, coral, feather, and turtle 
with the remarkable video microscope “Scope 
on a Rope.” Explore the sounds of nature with 
an interactive soundboard to identify 21 different 
animal noises heard outdoors or in your sound 
machine. Learn about the outdoors in a cool 
environment; open Wednesday – Sunday. 

Make time to play – you won’t regret it! 

WEST 
LAFAYETTE

So. Much. Happening. What was already 
a healthy parks and rec program is being 
bolstered by some new and exciting facilities 
and programs. Leading the list of initiatives is 
a new Indoor Recreation and Aquatics Center, 
slated for development next year. Having a 
quality fitness facility for indoor recreation and 
swimming gives residents year-round exercise 
options. Public input is still welcome during 
this design phase of the project with new Parks 
Superintendent Kathryn Lozano at the helm. 

Morton Community Center continues to amuse 
and amaze with its unique programming, 
guaranteed to please the young and young at 
heart. New this fall is Adult Ballet classes for 
beginner and advanced dancers. Or express 
yourself in writing by signing up for the new 
Creative Writing classes for children or adults. 
Check out all the offerings in the Fall Recreation 
Brochure at Morton or online at  
www.wl.in.gov/parks/.

New playground equipment coming to Happy Hollow Park in November.

The Say’s Firefly is native to Indiana and named 
after Hoosier Thomas Say, the father of North 
American Entomology.

        www.in.gov/dnr/entomolo/9718.htm

FIRE IN THE SKY

It was primarily through the efforts of retired 
Purdue entomology professor Tom Turpin and 
Maggie Samudio’s 2nd graders at Cumberland 
Elementary School that Indiana finally has a 
special insect in its honor – the Say’s Firefly.  



NEW HIRES
Erin Easter
Deputy Director of Development 
Department of Development

Jayden Fackelman
Probationary Police Officer 
West Lafayette Police Department

Jordan Hockema
Network Administrator 
IT Department

Kathy Lozano
Superintendent 
Parks and Recreation 
Department

John McMasters II
Driver/Collector/Processor 
Street and Sanitation 
Department

Bob Mullett
Maintenance Supervisor 
Water Resource Recovery 
Facility

Trent Stapleton
Regular Part-Time Lab 
Technician 
Water Resource Recovery 
Facility

Nadine Tillawi
Probationary Police Officer 
West Lafayette Police Department

Jessica Wilburn
Accounting II 
Finance Department

RETIREMENTS
Pennie Ainsworth
Assistant Superintendent 
Parks and Recreation Department

Janet Winslow
Police Officer First Class 
West Lafayette Police  
Department 

NEW D.A.R.E. OFFICER

Officer Jeff Kirby, a 20-year police veteran, embarks on his new role 
as West Lafayette’s D.A.R.E. officer. He replaces Officer Janet Winslow 
who recently retired after serving the WLPD for 36 years. Officer Kirby 
will work with West Lafayette school children on various topics such 
as self-esteem, pressures, and stress, and teaching them healthy 
coping mechanisms and good decision-making skills to resist drugs, 
alcohol, and violence. 

Kathryn Lozano, new Parks and Recreation 
superintendent, hails from Delphi and developed 
her career working for out-of-state YMCAs. Most 
recently, she served as group vice president in 
Greater Cincinnati where she oversaw five YMCA 
branches and YMCA Camp Ernst. Previously, 

NEW PARKS AND RECREATION SUPERINTENDENT

she served as executive director and director of 
program development for the YMCA of Greater 
Boston. Welcome back to Indiana, Kathyrn. We 
are looking forward to your experience and fresh 
approaches to recreation.



GOING OLD SCHOOL

And we mean old! Efforts continue to refurbish and 
furnish the 1879 Morris Schoolhouse on the site of the 
future Cason Family Park. Thanks to grants from the 
Community Foundation, McAllister Foundation, and the WL 
Parks & Recreation Foundation, and generous donations 
from residents, we are making progress on bringing the 
historical treasure back to life. This has helped with new 
windows and door installation, tuckpointing, and interior 
wall and floor repairs. 

Donations have included time-period school desks, a 
school bell, and a pot-belly stove. Do you have old 
schoolbooks, maps, or paper artifacts from the late 
1800s/early 1900s? Please consider donating them so 
future children can get a look into the past. Making a tax-
deductible gift of $200 to purchase an engraved brick for 
the school’s walkway is also a great way to help fund this 
historic project www.wlparks.org.

MEET AND GREET

Student residents of the New 
Chauncey and Northwestern Heights 
near-campus neighborhoods 
should expect visitors on August 
21. It’s okay. The friendly members 
of the West Lafayette-Purdue 
Community Partnership Team are 
here to welcome and give you helpful 
information about the WL community. 
Like how to host a party and not get 
busted. If you miss the visit, please 
call 765-775-5100 with any questions 
about city services.

WELCOME
(You’re going to love living here)

MAYOR’S COLUMN

Focus on the Family
It’s official. Our dream of having  
an Indoor Recreation and  
Aquatics Center is coming true. 
Meeting the leisure needs and  
desires of our community have  
always been a priority, but now  
that the roads and infrastructure projects 
are almost finished, it’s time to focus 
on the family. Your input from the Parks 
Master Plan and public meetings helped 
frame the kind of activities that may be 
available in the facility, namely an indoor 
pool for lap swimming and lessons, multi-
purpose rooms for meetings and events, 
gym courts for basketball and volleyball, 
and studios for group exercise and dance. 
This center will be the perfect place for 
the whole family to have fun and stay 
active at the same time. The project is still 
in the design phase with plans to begin 
construction in the spring. Stay tuned for 
more details later this year.

Another exciting development 
for West Lafayette is the 
decision to keep City Hall 
downtown in the Morton 
Community Center. Like the 
show Love It or List It, we love 

it but need to do some serious 
renovating on the inside of 

the 1929 building to make it a 
fully-functioning, 21st-century 

facility to do 21st-century business. We’ll 
be temporarily moving to Happy Hollow 
School in late 2018 during reconstruction 
with hopes of being back in the revamped 
digs sometime in 2020.

Finally, from my family and the family at 
City Hall: Welcome, new and returning 
students and residents! 



Main closures until August 29 include: 
•	 Stadium Avenue (McCormick Road to Martin  

Jischke Drive)

•	 McCormick Road (south of Fairway Lane to  
Westwood; local traffic only from Cherry Lane to  
south of Fairway Lane)

•	 Sheetz Street (south of Harrison Street)

•	 Steely Street (Sheetz Street to west of  
Grant Street)

Looking Ahead August 29 – November 30:
•	 W. Stadium Avenue will be completely open with a 

new roundabout on McCormick Road 

•	 The stretch of McCormick Road to US 231 will be 
southbound only

•	 Main closures during this time include: Williams 
Street (Harrison Street to Williams Street) and 		
		 McCormick Road (Westwood to Third Street) 

We’re on the last laps of completing the State Street Project with the finish line set for May 2019, just in time for 
Purdue’s 150th anniversary. The bulk of the roadwork will be completed by December 2018 with final landscaping 
touches in the spring. In the meantime, please be aware and patient of continued road construction. For the best 
source of information about seasonal vehicular traffic plans, interactive construction maps, and current traffic 
conditions, go to www.statestreetwl.com. On that site, you can sign up on NIXLE for up-to-date traffic alerts, so you 
can keep calm and drive around temporary road closures or be aware of sudden weather conditions or safety issues. 
Also, look for changing traffic patterns as the Brown and Howard Street realignment project continues. 

	 Full Closure

	 Local Traffic Only

	 Open with Restrictions

	 Northbound Only

	 Completed Construction

	 Barricades

STAYING THE COURSE

AUGUST 13 – AUGUST 29 AUGUST 30 – NOVEMBER 30

ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE

Congrats to the Engineering Department for 
receiving the 2017 Public Works Project of the Year 
for the West Lafayette CSO/River Road Roundabout, 
awarded by the Indiana Chapter of the American 
Public Works Association.

+ NIXLE 
to your 
alerts



ROAD RULES

With so many new trails and bike lanes to ride, 
it’s tempting to just hop on your bike and go. But 
please first familiarize yourself with do’s and 
don’ts for bicyclists. 

DO: Obey all traffic signals and signs; install 
taillights or reflectors; use headlamps for night 
riding; have a bell; wear a helmet; wear bright 

Deciding to 
ride your 

bike without 
a helmet is 
a beacon of 

hope for those 
in need of  

new organs.

Unattributed 

colors; yield to pedestrians; signal your  
movements; be aware at all times.

						      DON’T: Ride on sidewalks;  
						      surprise drivers; ride more  
							       than two abreast in the  
								        streets.

FAMILY FUN DAY

Sunday | Aug. 26 | 1 – 4 pm 
Chauncey Avenue, WLPL & Morton Center
The name says it all. Bring your family to 
the annual event co-sponsored by Morton 
Community Center and the West Lafayette 
Public Library, held rain or shine. The free event 
includes snacks, giveaways, demonstrations, and 
entertainment that will brighten up this  
Sunday afternoon. 

GLOBAL FEST 

Saturday | Sept 15 | noon – 10 pm 
Chauncey Avenue & Columbia Street
Travel the world without leaving West Lafayette. 
Celebrating our diverse community for 23 years, 
Global Fest’s music and foods will transport you 
to cultures and countries you’ll want to visit in 
person. The outdoor street festival is co-hosted 
by the International Center who is expanding this 
year’s festival to include their 43rd International 

Food Bazaar, previously held in the spring. Come 
hungry! The Polynesian Cultural Club, among 
many other local favorites, is performing live 
music during the day. Purdue Convocations is 
bringing in top international touring artists from 
Puerto Rico and Ireland, Orquesta El Macabeo and 
Seamus Egan Project, to the outdoor stage in the 
evening to enchant and entertain. Special thanks 
go to gold sponsor Indiana Arts Commission. 
Entrance admission is free.

F A L L  F U N

ART ON THE WABASH 

Sunday | Sept. 23 | 10 am – 4 pm  
Tapawingo Park
Will you remember the 23rd day of September? 
People gathering all together while having a 
lovely day! Browse or buy every type of stunning 
artwork (mosaics, photography, woodworking, 
painting, jewelry, etc.) from the 44 juried artists 
in our 15-county radius along the banks of the 
Wabash. Live music and food trucks round out 
the annual fair, sponsored by KitchenArt.  
www.artonthewabash.wordpress.com



NEWS BY EMAIL: To receive City 
newsletters by email, visit the email 
notification page under Services at  
www.wl.in.gov

John Dennis • Mayor 
765/775-5100 
mayor@wl.in.gov

Sana Booker • Clerk  
765/775-5150 
clerk@wl.in.gov

www.wl.in.gov

West Lafayette City Hall (Police Dept.) 
711 West Navajo Street 
West Lafayette, IN 47906
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Committed to Going Greener

Rx/OTC Take-Back
Thursdays | 11:30 am – 1:30 pm
Sept. 13 | Oct. 11 | Nov. 8

City Offices CLOSED
Sept. 3 | Labor Day
Oct. 8 | Columbus Day
Nov. 12 | Veterans’ Day
Nov. 22 & 23 | Thanksgiving

West Lafayette Farmers Market
Wednesdays | through October
3:30 – 7 pm | Cumberland Park
www.wlfarmersmarket.com

Wednesdays in the Wild
Wednesdays | 1 -3 pm
Lilly Nature Center
www.wl.in.gov/parks

OUTfest
Saturday | Aug. 18 | 4 pm – midnight
5th & Main Streets | Downtown  
Lafayette

Meet and Greet
Tuesday | Aug. 21 | New Chauncey  
& Northwestern Heights 
neighborhoods

Beers Across the Wabash
Saturday | Aug. 25 | 3 – 7 pm
Myers Pedestrian Bridge

Family Fun Day
Sunday | Aug. 26 | 1 – 4 pm
Chauncey Avenue

St. Boniface GermanFest
Saturday | Sept. 8 | 4:30 – 11 pm
Downtown Lafayette

Exploration Acres Corn Maze
Sept. 14 – Oct. 28
www.explorationacres.com

Global Fest
Saturday | Sept. 15 | noon – 10 pm
Chauncey Avenue & Columbia Street

Art on the Wabash
Sunday | Sept. 23 
10 am – 4 pm
Tapawingo Park

Starry Night Festival
Saturday | Sept. 29 
7 pm – midnight
South Street & Northwestern Ave.

Feast of the Hunters’ Moon
Saturday | Oct. 6 | 9 am – 5 pm
Sunday | Oct. 7 | 9 am – 4 pm
Fort Ouiatenon 

Purdue Boilermaker
Half-Marathon and 5K
Saturday | Oct. 13 | 8 am – noon
Ross-Ade Stadium

Hidden Gems Home Tour
Free tour of select Hills &  
Dales homes
Sunday | Oct. 14 | 1 – 4 pm

“Like” us on Facebook for  
up-to-date information

LET’S GO EVENT CALENDAR

Sunrise over the Celery Bog.


