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CITY OF WEST LAFAYETTE 
COMMON COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
June 6, 2011 

 
  
The Common Council of the City of West Lafayette, Indiana, met in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall on June 6, 2011, at the hour of 6:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Dennis called the meeting to order and presided. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was repeated. 
 
Present:  Bunder, Burch, Dietrich, Hunt, Keen, Thomas, and VanBogaert. 
 
Also present were City Attorney Burns, Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes, City Engineer Buck, Street 
Commissioner Downey, Fire Chief Drew, Human Resources Director Foster, WWTU Director 
Henderson, Police Captain Leroux, Parks Superintendent Payne, and Director of Development 
Poole. 
 
MINUTES
Councilor Keen moved for acceptance of the minutes of the April 28, 2011, Pre-Council 
Meeting, and the May 2, 2011, Common Council Meeting.  Councilor Burch seconded the 
motion, and the motion passed viva voce.  

   

  
COMMITTEE STANDING REPORTS 
STREET, SANITATION, AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT UTILITY
Councilor Bunder presented this report, which will be on file in the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office. 

   

 
PUBLIC SAFETY AND ORDINANCE
Councilor Keen presented this report, which will be on file in the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office. 

  

 
PURDUE RELATIONS
Councilor VanBogaert presented this report. 

  

 
PARKS AND RECREATION
Councilor Hunt presented this report, which will be on file in the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office. 

  

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Councilor Thomas presented this report, which will be on file in the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office. 

  

 
PERSONNEL
Councilor Burch presented this report, which will be on file in the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office. 

  

 
BUDGET AND FINANCE
No report. 

  

 
REPORT OF APC REPRESENTATIVE
No report. 
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SPECIAL REPORTS  

Director of Development Poole reported that there are 11 current tax abatements, and all have 
met or exceeded their employment and investment numbers.  There were two companies that 
terminated their tax abatements, Quadraspec and Purdue Research Foundation for its 
equipment tax abatement. 

Tax Abatement Compliance Review – Development  

 
Councilor Dietrich asked whether SRJ Development, LLC’s numbers have been updated, as 
their estimates are higher than the actual.  Director of Development Poole responded that they 
have not taken into account the employees of Cornerstone Autism Center, which now occupies 
the remaining portion of the building, and the investment that company will make in the building.  
The building is 100% occupied.  The S/B-1 estimates are for later in the abatement period than 
this reporting period. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS   

Councilor Dietrich presented the Beautification Award to Cindy and Todd Leuck of 225 Pawnee 
Drive.  The Leucks were unable to attend the meeting.     

West Lafayette Community Beautification Award 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes reported that the budget process is about to begin.  The budget 
calendar will be issued in June, and revenue forecasts will be finalized.  At that point, the 
Council will begin the review of the budget.  The City’s bill for the primarily election was 
$9,487.52, about a third of the total cost which is shared with Tippecanoe County and the City of 
Lafayette.  The cost would be higher, but consolidated vote sites and multi-day voting make it 
less expensive, as well as more convenient for voters.  Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the 
May State Board of Accounts reports for May have been filed with the Council. 

  

 

City Attorney Burns stated that the legal report has been filed, and Councilors have received 
copies.  He offered to answer any questions. 

LEGAL REPORT 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
Ordinance No. 09-11 (Third Amended)

 

 Historic Preservation Commission (Submitted by 
Councilor Bunder)        

Mayor Dennis read Ordinance No. 09-11 (Third Amended) by title.                
 
Councilor Keen moved that Ordinance No. 09-11 (Third Amended) be passed on second and 
final reading, and that the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
Councilor Bunder said there is nothing left to say about this.  Mayor Dennis added that there 
has been much conversation about it, but there are people in the audience who would like to 
speak to this ordinance. 
 
Mr. Tom Kessler (479 Maple Street) and Mr. Tommy Kleckner (Western Region of Indiana 
Landmarks) spoke in favor of the ordinance. 
 
Councilor Bunder asked when the Commission members would be announced.  Mayor Dennis 
answered that it would be later this month. 
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Ms. Mary Cook (owner of Harry’s Chocolate Shop) asked that the Commission provide a 
definition of “local designation,” which was missing in the first two drafts of the ordinance. 
 
Mr. Terry Masterson (1115 Central Street, Lafayette) spoke against the Historic Preservation 
Commission in general, citing his experience in Lafayette. 
 
Councilor Burch stated that, at the May 2 Council meeting, Councilor Hunt asked Councilor 
Bunder whether there was data to support evidence that an historic preservation ordinance is an 
economic development enhancement tool.  At that meeting, Councilor Bunder responded that 
the Council would have the information by the next meeting.  Councilor Burch asked if Councilor 
Bunder had the information to share with the Council at this meeting.  Councilor Bunder 
answered that he had said that there exists a variety of bibliographies that make the point about 
the development value of historic preservation, and if there was a need for a specific report, he 
was sure that Mr. Kleckner could provide it.  Councilor Burch asked whether Councilor Bunder 
had any further information.  Councilor Bunder responded that he had no further information. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 5 AYE and 2 NAY. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that Ordinance No. 09-11 (Third Amended) passed on final reading. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Due to Attorney Teder’s delay in arriving, Ordinance No. 11-11 was moved to the last item of 
New Business. 

Order of Business 

 
Ordinance No. 12-11

 

 An Ordinance Providing For Temporary Loans From A Fund Having 
Sufficient Balance To A Depleted Fund (WWTU to Police Pension Fund and Fire Pension Fund) 
(Prepared by the Clerk-Treasurer)                        

Mayor Dennis read Ordinance No. 12-11 by title.                
 
Councilor Keen moved that Ordinance No. 12-11 be passed on first reading, and that the vote 
be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes explained that the temporary loans are for cash flow purposes for the 
Police and Fire Pension Funds, pending receipt of the first State pension relief, probably in early 
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July.  Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes requested two readings at this meeting, which would allow the 
June pension payments to be paid. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 7 AYE and 0 NAY. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that Ordinance No. 12-11 passed on first reading. 
 
Councilor Keen moved to suspend the rules to consider Ordinance No. 12-11 again at this time 
for final reading.  The motion was seconded by Councilor VanBogaert. 
 
The motion to consider Ordinance No. 12-11 on second reading passed by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Mayor Dennis read Ordinance No. 12-11 by title.                
 
Councilor Keen moved for passage of Ordinance No. 12-11 on final reading, and asked that the 
vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 7 AYE and 0 NAY. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that Ordinance No. 12-11 passed on second and final reading. 
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Ordinance No. 13-11

 

 An Ordinance To Amend Ordinance No. 16-10, To Fix The Salaries OF 
Appointed Officers, Employees, And Members Of The Police And Fire Departments Of The City 
Of West Lafayette, Indiana, For The Year 2011 (Prepared by the Clerk-Treasurer)                    

Mayor Dennis read Ordinance No. 13-11 by title.                
 
Councilor Keen moved that Ordinance No. 13-11 be passed on first reading, and that the vote 
be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said that she had prepared the ordinance at the request of Human 
Resources Director Foster and Street Commissioner Downey. 
 
Street Commissioner Downey explained that this is a good example of City employees and 
department heads stretching dollars.  The Street Department had an unfilled position, and the 
job description was rewritten as Receptionist/Office Assistant.  Tonya Vanaman had worked 
part time in the Street Department and part-time in Wastewater Utility Billing Office, before 
working full-time in the Wastewater Utility Billing Office.  She accepted the full-time position in 
the Street Department.  Her experience in the Street Department will be of benefit to Mr. 
Downey.  There is no increase in staff. 
 
Councilor Thomas asked if this replaces the Accounting I/Receptionist position.  Street 
Commissioner Downey said that the Receptionist/Office Assistant does replace that position. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 7 AYE and 0 NAY. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that Ordinance No. 13-11 passed on first reading. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes asked for second reading at this meeting. 
 
Councilor Keen moved to suspend the rules to consider Ordinance No. 13-11 again at this time 
for final reading.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
The motion to consider Ordinance No. 13-11 on second reading passed by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Mayor Dennis read Ordinance No. 13-11 by title.                
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Councilor Keen moved for passage of Ordinance No. 13-11 on final reading, and asked that the 
vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 7 AYE and 0 NAY. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that Ordinance No. 13-11 passed on second and final reading. 
 
Ordinance No. 14-11

 

 An Ordinance To Ratify And Adopt Corrections To Chapters 10 Through 
67 Of The “West Lafayette City Code” (Submitted by City Attorney)                        

Mayor Dennis read Ordinance No. 14-11 by title.                
 
Councilor Keen moved that Ordinance No. 14-11 be passed on first reading, and that the vote 
be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
City Attorney Burns explained that this is phase one of at least a two-part effort to eliminate 
typographical errors, grammatical issues, and mis-citations of State Code in the West Lafayette 
City Code.  There are no substantive changes.  The purpose is to make scrivener’s-type 
corrections.  He asked for Council support of these changes. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 7 AYE and 0 NAY. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that Ordinance No. 14-11 passed on first reading. 
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Resolution No. 04-11

              

 A Resolution Confirming The Designation Of An Economic Revitalization 
Area For Property Tax Abatement For Dow AgroSciences, LLC (Prepared by the Office of the 
City Attorney) PUBLIC HEARING         

Mayor Dennis read Resolution No. 04-11 by title.                
 
Councilor Keen moved that Resolution No. 04-11 be passed on first and only reading, and that 
the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
Director of Development Poole explained that this resolution is the second phase for the tax 
abatement for Dow AgroSciences, LLC.  There will be 27 full-time and some part-time jobs in 
the next few years.  Dow AgroSciences will build out 35,000 square feet in the Purdue Research 
Park, making that company the largest tenant in the Research Park.  Mr. Poole requested 
Council approval. 
 
Mayor Dennis asked if there was any comment from the public.  Hearing none, he called for a 
roll call vote.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
Following the vote, Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes remarked that the excessive heat in the chambers 
may have caused us to proceed so quickly that we inadvertently did not conduct a formal public 
hearing as required by the declaratory resolution. 
 
Mayor Dennis stated he would open a formal public hearing and conduct another vote. 
 
Councilor Keen moved to open the public hearing.  Councilor Burch seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed by voice vote. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that the public hearing was now open for comments.   
 
There were no comments. 
 
Councilor Keen moved to close the public hearing.  Councilor Burch seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed by consensus. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 7 AYE and 0 NAY. 
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Mayor Dennis announced that Resolution No. 04-11 passed on first and only reading. 
 
Resolution No. 05-11

                

 A Resolution Authorizing The Filing Of An Application With The U.S. 
Department Of Housing And Urban Development, For Community Development Block Grant 
Funds, As Provided In Title I Of The Community Development Act Of 1974, As Amended 
(Submitted by Department of Development)  

Mayor Dennis read Resolution No. 05-11 by title.                
 
Councilor Keen moved that Resolution No. 05-11 be passed on first and only reading, and that 
the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
Director of Development Poole explained that this is one of the steps to get Community 
Development Block Grant funds from Housing and Urban Development Department.  The one-
year plan was submitted in May.  The amount requested is $399,010, a 16.3% reduction from 
last year.  The amount may change, depending on federal funds availability. 
 
Councilor Thomas asked if there was a chance that the amount would increase.  Director of 
Development Poole answered that there likely would be no increase, and he is hoping that the 
decrease is less than the 16.3%. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 7 AYE and 0 NAY. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that Resolution No. 05-11 passed on first and only reading. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes asked Councilor Keen, Councilor Burch, and City Attorney Burns to 
sign the certification for this ordinance after the meeting. 
 
Resolution No. 06-11

                

 A Resolution Appropriating Insurance Recovery Received For Damage To 
City Property (Prepared by the Clerk-Treasurer) 

Mayor Dennis read Resolution No. 06-11 by title.                
 
Councilor Keen moved that Resolution No. 06-11 be passed on first and only reading, and that 
the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
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Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes explained that the City suffered property damage from the windstorm of 
July 2010, and there was damage to a Police Department vehicle in March 2011.  Because of 
the substantial amount of insurance recovery, and that this will be reflected in the budget, the 
Clerk-Treasurer asked that resolution be approved.  This will permit the expenditure of the 
insurance recovery received to replace the damaged property.  Specifically, the windstorm 
damage was to the tornado siren, owned by the City, on the roof of the West Lafayette High 
School.  With cooperation from the School Corporation, the siren will be replaced.  The Police 
vehicle also will be replaced. 
 
Councilor VanBogaert asked what happened to the Police car.  Captain Leroux said that it was 
involved in a crash on March 19.  It was determined that the vehicle, a 2008 Crown Victoria with 
about 53,000 miles, was totaled.  The Police Department is paying the difference between the 
insurance settlement and the price of a new vehicle. 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 7 AYE and 0 NAY. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that Resolution No. 06-11 passed on first and only reading. 
 
Resolution No. 07-11

                

 A Resolution To Appropriate Grant Reimbursement In The Cumulative 
Firefighting Building And Equipment Fund (Prepared by the Clerk-Treasurer) 

Mayor Dennis read Resolution No. 07-11 by title.                
 
Councilor Keen moved that Resolution No. 07-11 be passed on first and only reading, and that 
the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes explained that the Fire Department obtained a 100% reimbursement 
grant from the Indiana Homeland Security Foundation for equipment.  This resolution 
appropriates the grant proceeds received and allows the Cumulative Firefighting Building And 
Equipment Fund authority to be increased, to be used for other needs of the department. 
 
Fire Chief Drew added that the equipment purchased was a pulse CO-oximeter, which is used 
when the Fire Department responds to a call that the carbon monoxide detector is going off in a 
home.  The pulse CO-oximeter will read the carbon monoxide level of an individual’s blood and 
know if there is a problem. 
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Councilor Hunt asked Fire Chief Drew if the device would be used in other than when a carbon 
monoxide detector warning occurs, such as during a fire.  Fire Chief Drew responded that fires 
would be another possible use for the device. 
 
Councilor Dietrich asked if there were a certain level of medical training required to use the 
pulse CO-oximeter.  Fire Chief Drew answered that the Fire Department’s Medical Director has 
written a protocol for use of the device.  Councilor Dietrich asked if first responders would use 
this, following the protocol.  Fire Chief Drew replied that the person using the device does have 
to be a first responder. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 7 AYE and 0 NAY. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that Resolution No. 07-11 passed on first and only reading. 
 
Resolution No. 08-11

                

 A Resolution Requesting The Transfer Of Funds (Police) (Prepared by the 
Clerk-Treasurer) 

Mayor Dennis read Resolution No. 08-11 by title.                
 
Councilor Keen moved that Resolution No. 08-11 be passed on first and only reading, and that 
the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
Captain Leroux explained that the transfer is for a car that was crashed in March and 
determined to be totaled.  The transfer is for the difference in what the insurance paid and the 
cost of a new car. 
 
Councilor Bunder asked how the car crashed.  Captain Leroux answered that the officer was t-
boned at an intersection, not the fault of the officer.  Councilor Hunt asked if there were injuries.  
Captain Leroux responded that no one was injured. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
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Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 7 AYE and 0 NAY. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that Resolution No. 08-11 passed on first and only reading. 
 
 

After vote on Resolution No. 08-11, Attorney Teder still had not arrived.  Mayor Dennis stated 
that Ordinance No. 11-11 would be considered as soon as Attorney Teder arrived. 

Order of Business 

  

►Councilor Hunt asked Director of Development Poole to tell about the meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 7.  Director of Development Poole announced that Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. in 
Council Chambers, there would be a public meeting to discuss Fire Station No. 3, a permanent 
facility.  Present will be a team of people to discuss possible designs and financing of the 
station.  Mayor Dennis added that the meeting would be about an hour. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 
►Councilor Burch announced that the Indiana Fiddlers’ Gathering would be held June 24 -26 at 
Battle Ground, and the Taste of Tippecanoe would be held on Saturday, June 18 in downtown 
Lafayette, on the Pedestrian Bridge, and in Tapawingo Park. 
 
►Councilor Bunder said that, with permission of Dr. Richard Grace, who was in attendance, he 
would announce that Dr. Grace and his wife Connie have received the first Indiana Modern 
“Stewardship Award” from Indiana Landmarks, Indianapolis.  The Graces have lived in a post-
and-beam Indiana Modern in West Lafayette since 1980.  Their house was designed by Robert 
J. Smith, professor of architecture at the University of Illinois-Urbana.  They were cited for their 
stewardship of the original design and construction of the house, which was built in 1958.  
Indiana Landmarks was created in 1960, and is the largest private statewide preservation group 
in the United States.  Indiana Landmarks is headquartered in Indianapolis, with nine regional 
offices throughout the State.  Their primary mission is to revitalize communities, reconnect to 
our Hoosier heritage, and save meaningful places. 
 
►Councilor Dietrich said he wished to recognize that David Payne III was hired as a dispatcher 
in the Police Department.  The Payne family has been in public safety in Tippecanoe County for 
three generations 
 

►Jan Myers (1909 Indian Trail) said she is waiting for the budget calendar.  She spoke about 
the dimensions of “frugal” as they relate to “green” and budgetary impacts of green in the City. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
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►Tom Kesler (479 Maple Street) said he took the recent green tour and learned about a 
geothermal unit that a resident near Battle Ground installed, for which a tap into an aquifer had 
to be made, so that the vertical tubing could be installed.  The individual had to discuss this with 
a governmental unit.  He asked if the City had been approach by anyone seeking to install a 
vertical tube for a geothermal unit.  City Engineer Buck, Wastewater Utility Director Henderson, 
and Street Commissioner Downey said they had not been contacted. 
 
►Councilor Hunt said that Dan Dunten has made several presentations on rain gardens.  There 
is a rain garden at the Lilly Nature Center.  Councilor Hunt asked City Engineer Buck if the 
serpentine pond at the corner of Sagamore Parkway and Cumberland is defined as a water 
garden.  City Engineer Buck answered that the pond had been the stormwater detention facility 
when that phase of the Research Park was built.  That area was regraded to give it a serpentine 
shape in normal water elevations, so that it would filter the stormwater that comes off the 
roadway and that phase of the Research Park, which all feeds to that pond.  Wetland plantings 
were added, to help mitigate and catch debris, including silt and sediment, that would be in the 
stormwater.  On the Cumberland Avenue Project, two rain gardens were constructed in the 
medians.  The median is the low point now.  Instead of shedding water to the outside of the 
road, the design collects it to the center, slowing the water down.  It takes longer for the water to 
travel, so the velocity is lower and the erosion is lower.  Those areas are not fully established 
yet.  Once they are established, the water will be slowed down, then will enter a pipe and go to 
the pond, where it will go through a similar process through the pond, before eventually going to 
the Celery Bog. 
 
►Diane Damico (Go Greener Commission Chair) announced that Dan Dunten would be at the 
Go Greener’s booth at the West Lafayette Farmers Market on June 8.  He will have rain barrels 
for sale, and will talk about rain gardens and no phosphorus-containing fertilizer on lawns. 
 
►Jan Myers said that she stresses rain gardens, because she was previously one of the 
supervisors of the Tippecanoe County Soil and Water District, and she has been involved in rain 
gardens when it was only the University of Wisconsin that developed them, many years ago.  In 
regards to the Cumberland project, those are not rain gardens.  What is there only slows the 
water.  Rain gardens are very different, and especially in the roundabout with the raised soil and 
sod, those are not rain gardens.  Rain gardens are native plantings that absorb water, long 
roots, etc. 
 
 

Attorney Teder arrived.   
Order of Business 

Ordinance No. 11-11

 

 To Rezone Certain Real Estate Within The City Of West Lafayette, 
Indiana And Designating The Time When The Same Shall Take Effect (SSC VII, LLC, 
Chauncey Square PD; PDMX to PDMX) (Submitted by Area Plan Commission)                     

Mayor Dennis read Ordinance No. 11-11 by title.                
 
Councilor Keen moved that Ordinance No. 11-11 be passed on first reading, and that the vote 
be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
Director of Development Poole introduced Mr. Steve Bus of Campus Acquisitions, LLC, who 
explained the project.   
 
Mr. Bus (Vice President of Acquisitions and Development, Campus Acquisitions, LLC) said that 
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the City and Area Plan Commission have reached a good proposal to finish the Chauncey 
Square development that was stalled in 2008.  Building A and the parking garage were 
constructed.  Campus Acquisitions proposes to construct Building B, with 110 units and 280 
bedrooms, in what Mr. Bus called a luxury development for students.  They use high-end 
amenities and finishes in their developments, as would be done at Chauncey Square.  A key in 
the entire project is parking.  The plan includes one parking space for each bed in the proposed 
project.  That is 386 spaces for all the residents in Chauncey Square, in addition to the parking 
for the commercial uses and the public. 
 
Councilor Dietrich asked Mr. Bus to walk through the map of the parking garage, including the 
restriping and what that does, etc.  Mr. Bus explained that there are 482 parking spaces 
currently.  In discussions with APC and City staff, Campus Acquisitions proposed restriping to 
accommodate parking for compact cars, so that there would be more parking available to the 
public, to students, to tenants, and to retail customers.  With the restriping, there would be 496 
spaces, adding 14 parking spaces.  Some spaces would be 7½ feet wide, instead of 9 feet, 
which is standard.  The smaller spaces would be marked for compact cars.  Councilor Dietrich 
asked for confirmation that the number went from 482 to 496, and asked what the obligated use 
of the 496 would be.  Mr. Bus clarified that 386 spaces would be for residents, 5 would be 
reserved for managers of the retail stores—if there are more than 5 stores, there would be that 
number of spaces for each store’s manager.  Of the remainder, 49 are obligated for Town 
Center, a project across the street, subject to a license agreement; 24 are subject to another 
license agreement with FRP Holding Company, LLC; the remainder would be unrestricted 
licensable spaces.  Those remaining would be discussed with the City.  Councilor Dietrich 
asked if the remaining 32 spaces were unobligated as of now, and would require cooperation or 
permission.  Mr. Bus answered that they would be subject to a license agreement, subject to 
review of the City Engineer and City Attorney.  Councilor Dietrich said he thinks this is a good 
project, a boon for the City.  Councilor Dietrich said that Attorney Teder had indicated that there 
is an interest in selling those spaces.  Councilor Dietrich said that the fact that there would be 
only one parking space for each of the five commercial tenants bothers him.  Parking is a 
problem in that area.  He is concerned that the 32 spaces would be sold, and it would be difficult 
to get them back.  Mr. Bus said these would be license agreements, similar to the other two.  
Councilor Dietrich said rather than someone other than the merchants there to lease these, 
more of those should be held for customers, until it is clear that the spaces are not needed.  
Councilor Dietrich felt it would be more difficult to get leased spaces back for merchants than it 
would be to hold them until there is some history.  Mr. Bus said these 32 spaces would be 
subject to review by the City Engineer and the City Attorney.  Councilor Dietrich asked that 10 
more of those spaces be obligated to the commercial spaces, giving 3 per unit.  Mr. Bus said 
that other commercial properties in the Village area have not been required to have any 
commercial parking.  That has been discussed with APC and with the City.  Most of the people 
who work at the stores do not have vehicles.  Neither do most of the patrons.  Of the current 
106 residents in Building A, only about 78 have vehicles, about 74% of the total.  There is 
already an excess built in.  By zoning, Campus Acquisitions has worked out with APC and City 
staff to provide 1:1.  The actual usage would be less than that.  Over the entire 386 parking 
spaces allotted for residential use, only 74% of those, well over 100 spaces at any one time, 
would be available for use, once Building B is done.  Mr. Bus added that, in addition to the fact 
that there are not as many residents using parking spaces that are available, not all tenants 
have their cars in the garage at the same time.  That is not factored in, that there would be at 
least 100 spaces at all times, especially during retail business hours.  Councilor Dietrich asked if 
the parking garage would be made accessible to customers who want to drive to the 
businesses.  Mr. Bus said there would be signs posted for 30 minutes of parking free, as a 
benefit to the commercial tenants.  Councilor Dietrich asked if those would be designated 
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spaces.  Mr. Bus said, as it currently stands, it would be any space, but it might be a benefit to 
designate specific spaces.  Councilor Dietrich said it would solve his problem if there were a 
cache of spaces available for the public.  Mr. Bus asked if 10 were the number.  Councilor 
Dietrich said that 10 would be better than 5.  If there were 10 plus the 5 for the managers, 
Councilor Dietrich said he would have no problem.  Mr. Bus said they would designate an 
additional 10 striped for 30-minute customers.  Councilor Dietrich said he would be very pleased 
with the project if that were to happen. 
 
Councilor Hunt asked if 30 minutes were enough.  She said she did not think she could eat in 30 
minutes, that she would need more time.  Mr. Bus said, over the course of the lunch today, 
Attorney Teder noted only 7 cars that went in and out over an entire hour.  Councilor Hunt said 
that this is summer.  Mr. Bus said that Attorney Teder was in Noodles, and Noodles was pretty 
packed.  Most of the retail customers are foot traffic.  Councilor VanBogaert said he would attest 
to that. 
 
Councilor Hunt asked what the leasing percentage occupancy rate is in Building A.  Mr. Bus 
answered that it was 78 of 106, about 74%, lower in the summer.  Councilor Hunt said she was 
not certain it is a valid sample, in early June.  Councilor Hunt said she was concerned about the 
parking, cutting down for compact vehicles.  Mr. Bus said they would add spaces for compact 
cars.  Councilor Hunt said she felt they were cutting down parking.  She wondered where the 
employees would park.  Mr. Bus said most employees walk to work. 
 
Councilor Bunder thanked Councilor Dietrich for raising the parking issue, so that he and 
Councilor Hunt do not always have to.  Councilor Bunder said that, several months ago, the 
APC brought a comprehensive plan to the Council for zoning in the area under discussion, and 
it was defeated.  This subject is important to them.  There is a big hole there now, and Councilor 
Bunder said he was prepared to support the project just to fill in the hole, but it does make him 
nervous.  Mr. Bus said Campus Acquisitions wants to do it the right way.  The main subject for 
the past three months has been the parking.  Councilor Dietrich said that he applauded the 
system, because there is a good spirit of compromise and negotiation.  Parking is such a rare 
commodity, and it is so difficult to reclaim, once a bad move is made.  That is the issue.  The 32 
spaces would be additional income for the developers, but whether that is enough to make or 
break the project, Councilor Dietrich said he did not think it would be, as far as dollars and cents 
from the company’s pocket, but 32 spaces for that area is a critical piece for the City to try to 
negotiate.  If the company allocates 10 for customers, Councilor Dietrich is satisfied, and the 
employees have some place to park, as opposed to fighting everyone else for a space, that is a 
decent move.  Mr. Bus said he thought the company would be treated differently than other 
commercial spaces have been treated in the Village, and that is his primary objection.  
Councilor Dietrich said that the company may be the product of lessons learned.  Parking is 
tough in that area, and if the City has the opportunity to do the right thing, that step needs to be 
taken on behalf of the City.  It may be, down the road, that the zoning code ratio of .75 parking 
spaces per bedroom is the right one.  At this point, the City would be remiss not to do the 1:1.  
Mr. Bus said that other schools in Indiana have a .75:1 ratio. 
 
Mr. Girish Joglekar (112 Eden Court) questioned Mr. Bus about whether spaces in the garage 
could be made available for the general public.  Mr. Bus said that one space per bed is provided 
for tenants.  Under the current agreement with the City, it is not possible to allocate spaces to 
the general public.   
 
Mr. Tom Kesler questioned Mr. Bus about enforcement of parking in the garage.  Mr. Bus said 
that gates have been installed to restrict access.  Access to the garage is either by a key fob 

http://www.westlafayette.in.gov/�


COMMON COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, JUNE 6, 2011, CONTINUED 
 

 
609 West Navajo Street • West Lafayette IN  47906-1995 • (765) 775-5150 • Fax (765) 775-5159 • email: clerk@westlafayette.in.gov 

Agendas, Minutes, and documents are available on the City Home Page at http://www.westlafayette.in.gov  
 

page 15 of 15 

 

with a proximity sensor, such as issued to each tenant, or by ticket and cash for business 
customers. 
 
Ms. Jan Myers said that, given the discussion about striping for compact cars, she was 
concerned about availability of ADA accessible spaces.  She questioned Mr. Bus about whether 
the garage will have ADA accessible spaces for customers as well as tenants.  Mr. Bus said that 
the garage would be striped in compliance with the full ADA code.  The ADA requires handicap 
accessible spaces across all parking spaces, not just allocated for commercial or just for 
residential.  The ADA spaces are generally placed within the shortest route. 
 
Mr. Josh Teasdale (176 Littleton) questioned Mr. Bus on the current percentage of customers 
using the garage based the number of tickets pulled each week.  Mr. Bus responded that there 
is not data on where the customers go after parking in the garage, so that is not tracked right 
now. 
  
There was no further discussion. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes called the roll call vote: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Bunder     
Burch     
Dietrich     
Hunt     
Keen     
Thomas     
VanBogaert     

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that the vote was 7 AYE and 0 NAY. 
 
Mayor Dennis announced that Ordinance No. 11-11 passed on first and only reading. 
 
 

►Ms. Jan Myers stated that, with regard to ADA parking accessibility, there are requirements 
for a parking stall width without a van, and one for a width that requires space for van ramps.  
She requested that Mr. Bus and the Chauncey Square be aware of this and include both types 
in the garage. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

There being no further business at this time, Councilor Burch moved for adjournment, and 
Mayor Dennis adjourned the meeting, the time being 7:59 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 
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