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CITY OF WEST LAFAYETTE 
COMMON COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
APRIL 7, 2008 

 
 
 
 
The Common Council of the City of West Lafayette, Indiana, met in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall on April 7, 2008, at the hour of 6:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Dennis called the meeting to order and presided. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was repeated. 
 
Present:   Bunder, Burch, Hunt, Keen, Roales, Thomas, and Truitt. 
 
Also present were City Attorney Burns, Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes, City Engineer Buck, Police 
Chief Dombkowski, Public Works Director Downey, Fire Chief Drew, Human Resources Director 
Foster, Assistant Director of Development Grady, and Parks Superintendent Payne. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilor Keen moved for acceptance of the minutes of the February 28, 2008, Pre-
Council Meeting, and the March 3, 2008, Common Council Meeting.  Councilor Truitt seconded 
the motion, and the motion passed viva voce.  
  
COMMITTEE STANDING REPORTS: 
STREET, SANITATION, AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT UTILITY:  Councilor Bunder 
presented this report. 
I will actually read something from the Street and Sanitation report.  The Western Interceptor-
Phase II pipe work is finished, and grass is to be planted at the first available opportunity.  Work 
on the Green Meadows Lift Station has begun, and Digester Rehab is moving along.  There was 
an article in the Journal and Courier, “Sewage Stench Blowing in the Wind.”  Did anybody else 
smell it today?  I got two phone calls from people about that.  I suspect that perhaps calcium 
nitrate will be put in the lagoon to neutralize the smell, but I really have no other current data on 
that.  If there’s anyone from the City staff that would—do I have that right?  I feel like such a 
chemist, now that I know that.  We are also pleased to report that the City has begun 
consideration of widening Yeager Road.  The Redevelopment Commission has allocated 
$214,000 to pay for an engineer’s study.  For those of you who live in West Lafayette, those 
three roads—Yeager Road, Salisbury Road, and Happy Hollow/Soldiers Home Road—will, in 
their turn, be the focus of repair, renovation, expansion as the years go by.  I was also pleased 
to read—and perhaps Councilor Keen can add to this—that the gap in US 231 funding had 
narrowed.  231 is important to us and to the development of the Research Park.  And I was 
wondering if, Gerry [Councilor Keen], you had anything more on that from APC, because Sallie 
Fahey [APC Executive Director] is the one who is quoted here. 
 
Councilor Keen said not at this point I don’t, no. 
 
Councilor Bunder said thank you. 
 
Mayor Dennis said I might add a little bit to that.  Obviously, there’s been significant amount of 
conversation going on.  For those of you that don’t know, this project was initiated back in 1983.  
It’s the understanding of all parties involved, including the State, that this particular bypass is 
critical to West Lafayette, as well as to this portion of the State.  There was an initial dollar figure 

Subject to approval at the May 5, 2008, Common Council meeting. 

Internet
Text Box
                     Approved at the May 5, 2008, Common Council meeting.     



 
COMMON COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, APRIL 7, 2008, CONTINUED 

 
 
 

 
page 2 of 21 

 

target that we are trying to improve upon, and the engineers have submitted a new design plan 
to the State for approval.  My expectation is that we’re going to get a word back probably within 
the next sixty days—Dave [City Engineer Buck], would you say?—and we’re very optimistic.  
Again, all parties involved want this to happen.  It’s just a matter of making the fiscal ends meet. 
 
Councilor Bunder said thank you.  That’s good news, Mr. Mayor. 
 
Mayor Dennis said it is. 
 
Councilor Bunder said one more road note, it is reported by Dave Buck, City Engineer, that work 
will begin soon on phase two of the Salisbury Improvement Project.  I represent the west side of 
Salisbury Street, up to about Lindberg.  Believe it or not, District 2 kind of slides west.  And I 
was wondering if we had purchased any of the right-of-way yet, if we had started on that 
project?  Apparently folks expected orange barricade barrels to spring up with the crocuses, and 
where are we? 
 
City Engineer Buck said that would have been great.  I would have loved that also.  We are 
appraising the properties and doing what I would call the right-of-way engineering right now, 
determining exactly the shape of all the parcels all the way from Riley up to Rainbow.  And 
we’ve made it to Lindberg, and we’re really in the Sycamore Lane area, where Sycamore comes 
in, and we have a handful of old properties there that, again, have no right-of-way. They’re 
meets-and-bounds descriptions that go to the center line of the road.  And so we’re working 
through the cleanup efforts to appraise those and get those right-of-way parcels purchased.  
There’s money set aside in the budget for that.  As soon as we can get through that appraisal 
process, we’ll go out and work through the buying with those homeowners, and then we’ll start 
asking utilities to move the poles.  That could take— 
 
Councilor Bunder said I know this is risky, but do you have a date for that?  That’s a question I 
get, “When are they going to move the—“and then they fill in the blank. 
 
City Engineer Buck said not a firm date.  This spring we hope to finish the right-of-way 
acquisition and begin utility relocation.  Utilities could take four weeks, they could take eight 
weeks, they could 12 weeks.  It depends on their schedule and the weather and what other 
natural disasters and things like that take them literally away from planned work to higher 
priority work and getting people back in service from tornadoes and things like that.  We are 
hopeful that construction will start this summer. 
 
Councilor Bunder said construction this summer? 
 
City Engineer Buck said yes. 
 
Councilor Bunder said thank you, Mr. [City Engineer] Buck.  That concludes both my report and 
my question. Thank you. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY AND ORDINANCE: Councilor Keen presented this report. 
Mr. Mayor, we will have a presentation by Chief Drew tonight on the Fire Department, and I will 
let him talk about those sorts of things.  As far as the Police Department’s concerned, there’s 
several exciting things that have taken place in the last month.  One of the big highlights, on 
March 17, the Tippecanoe Emergency Ambulance Service began operating out of the West 
Lafayette Police Station.  That is going to greatly reduce ambulance response times in West 
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Lafayette.  This has been a big cooperative effort between the City of West Lafayette and St. 
Elizabeth Regional Health Services.  Kudos to Mayor Dennis for initiating this and getting this 
thing to happen.  This is something that has been long-needed in West Lafayette.  I’m certainly 
happy to see that.  Thank you very much.  Another item on the list, during the month of March, 
the West Lafayette Police Department assisted the Secret Service with security and operations 
for the visit of the former President Bill Clinton to the West Lafayette schools.  And they were 
commended for their efforts and abilities by the Secret Service for their very good job done, and 
that was on very short notice, too, by the way.  So they did very good with that.  Officer Janet 
Shepherd, who is a 26-year veteran, has been selected as the new D.A.R.E. Officer for West 
Lafayette.  Officer Shepherd was selected by a panel consisting of school officials, parents, and 
Police administrators.  She will go to D.A.R.E. training this summer and she will start her new 
duties in the beginning of next school year.  One other thing that we need to talk about tonight, 
and I don’t know if Jason was going to do a presentation on this.  Investigator Cindy Marion has 
been selected to receive the Department’s first Officer of the Quarter Award.  And this was 
commissioned by the Police Merit Board.  Officer Marion has just been an outstanding officer.  
During the first quarter of 2008, she investigated and solved numerous burglary cases, she was 
the lead investigator in a homicide case, and in a child solicitation case.  All three of these major 
investigations resulted in the arrest of subjects for significant criminal charges.  So I think 
congratulations are in hand.  Chief Dombkowski. 
 
Police Officer of the Quarter 
Police Chief Dombkowski said thank you.  If you’ll give me a moment, Mr. Mayor, I wanted to 
read some of the citations for Detective Marion.  Really, this is a pretty neat award, in the fact 
that it’s an inaugural award for our Police Department.  We plan on having a quarterly award for 
Officer of the Quarter, and then an Officer of the Year Award.  Several submissions and some 
good words were provided by commanders on the Police Department, but Cindy [Detective 
Marion] really stood out to the panel that consisted also of Police Merit Commissioners as well.  
I’ll go through a couple of her accolades that were submitted by her supervisor, Sgt. Harris of 
the Criminal Investigation Division.  “During the period of the first quarter of ’08, Detective 
Marion worked numerous burglary cases that occurred over the Purdue University Christmas 
break, which had no suspects.  Detective Marion was able to develop leads that led to the 
eventual arrest of suspects responsible for all those burglaries.  Detective Marion performed her 
duties diligently and was even responsible for recovering a stolen shotgun and removing it from 
our streets.  Achievement two during the period, Detective Marion investigated the death of a 
three-month-old infant, which led to the arrest of the victim’s father, this Department’s first 
homicide in nearly 10 years.  It was handled by Detective Marion with the highest degree of 
professionalism.  She received numerous compliments from the public, family members 
involved in the case, and the Prosecutor’s Office.  Achievement three during this period, 
Detective Marion worked a child solicitation case with a young victim that led to the arrest of the 
perpetrator.  Detective Marion’s vast knowledge of Indiana’s child solicitation statutes was very 
apparent in this case, and she has shown a high degree of dedication by working long hours in 
these areas, many of her days off, to see that these cases are handled in an expedient and 
complete manner.  And then achievement four for this same first period of ’08, during this period 
Detective Marion had been certified as a RAD Kids instructor.  That’s a new program we started 
at the Police Department.  She’s helped to implement this program into our Department and 
provide the citizens of West Lafayette with some of the very valuable training this program 
provides.  These programs have required numerous hours of preparation and instruction, which 
shows Detective Marion’s dedication to her profession and the West Lafayette Police 
Department.”  Those are just the ones that her supervisor decided to write up.  She does an 
outstanding job for us.  At this time, I wanted to have Cindy [Detective Marion] come up, and 
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also Dr. Leverenz from the Merit Commission.  He’s the President of our Merit Board, and he 
wanted to present her with a Certificate of Appreciation. 
 
Detective Marion said thank you very much. 
 
Dr. Leverenz said congratulations. 
 
Police Chief Dombkowski said and then a plaque for our lobby that will have Detective Marion’s 
name on it.  She is the first recipient of this quarterly award, and it will hang in our lobby. 
 
Detective Marion said thank you.  The one thing I would like to say is it’s an honor to serve the 
citizens of West Lafayette.  I’ve spent 17 years here.  I love working here.  I love working and 
serving the people.  I’ve gotten a lot of support within the Department and outside of the 
Department.  I would like to thank my family, because I know that through those cases, they 
didn’t see very much of me.  Sometimes I feel like it’s hard on my own children, but they support 
me, too.  So I thank them, and I thank you. 
 
Mayor Dennis said Cindy [Detective Marion], congratulations.  I know you are honored by this 
award, but I think all of us up here on the Council are honored by your service and dedication.  
Thank you very much. 
 
Detective Marion said thank you. 
 
PURDUE RELATIONS: Councilor Roales presented this report. 
Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  That’s hard to follow such distinguished service.  It’s been a busy month 
at Purdue.  Since we last met, Spring Break has concluded.  And before the next time we meet, 
the session for the school year will be out.  It’s quickly gone by, but it’s been a very busy time on 
campus as well.  President Córdova’s inauguration will be official this Friday, and I’ll be 
attending that, as well as some of my fellow Councilors and the Mayor.  Grand Prix will be 
occurring over the next month.  A very busy time on campus.  Obviously, fine service from 
Police officers like the one honored tonight will be of assistance during that time.  I’ll be working 
with Purdue Student Government over the next two weeks, to develop some programs to help 
make students aware of what is responsible conduct and help them act responsibly.  So I look 
forward to some more discussions with that happening very rapidly.  In conjunction with that, I’d 
like to take a second to introduce the next President of Purdue Student Government and the 
student body, Eric Barnard and Mallory Schaus.  Eric’s been very active over the last year.  He 
was the student body treasurer, a position that takes quite a bit of time.  And he’s also been 
active in Ag Ambassadors, the President’s Leadership Class, Mortar Board—throughout 
campus.  Obviously has quite a bit of leadership experience.  Mallory Schaus was the Executive 
Director for Programming, so she’s been putting on a concert that’s coming up just shortly.  The 
Roots are actually going to be performing April 16 on campus.  It’s an annual tradition to put on 
a free concert at the end of the year, and so it’s a very large event, it takes quite a bit of time to 
pull together an event for 5,000+ people.  So she’s done a good job at that, and will be very 
successful over the next year.  I’ve had a good experience working with both of these 
individuals over the past year, and I know they’ll continue the strong partnership between the 
City and the Council and the elected officials as well.  So Eric, if you’d like to take a moment to 
let us know what some of your goals and plans are for the next year, we’d love to hear it. 
 
Mr. Eric Barnard said sure.  Well, like Paul [Councilor Roales] said, I am just recently elected as 
student body President at Purdue.  This is my Vice President. 
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Ms. Schaus said I’m a junior in Civil Engineering, also elected obviously with Eric [Mr. Barnard]. 
 
Mr. Barnard said we want to keep this quick, I know you guys have a lot to do this evening, but 
some of the things that we kind of ran on and have been working with the student body and 
would like to continue to work with the City Council with is issues such as repairs of sidewalks, 
making sure that, when you guys are ready to make expenditures to fix those, that you know 
where students need them, and that we can work together to make those the most effective 
repairs that we can.  Also, campus safety issues.  Purdue does a great job at kind of taking care 
of where their properties are at, but there are places where West Lafayette, the City, meets 
Purdue.  We want to make sure that we have a great relationship with all of you and we can 
work together to solve any issues that may come up with that throughout the year.  We want to 
provide a relationship to you guys, not just a face of somebody from Purdue student body.  With 
that, if you have any questions, I’d be happy to take them right now. 
 
Mayor Dennis said if I might add, I spoke at your organization last week, and one of the things 
that really surprised me is that there is a sentiment of separation between the student 
population and the City.  I’ll encourage here as I encourage there, if there are things that we as 
a City can do to help, we’re here to help.  So don’t hesitate to give us a call. 
 
Mr. Barnard said I appreciate that.  I’ve been a resident here pretty close to town, and my 
grandparents have lived in town ever since I was born, so West Lafayette is pretty close to me, 
and I’m pretty familiar— 
 
Mayor Dennis said I’m almost afraid to ask who your grandparents are.  I probably went to 
school with them.   
 
Mr. Barnard said we appreciate you letting us be here tonight and we look forward to working 
with you. 
 
Mayor Dennis said okay, thank you very much and congratulations. 
 
Councilor Roales said I’ll just point out, just a note of interest, that Eric [Mr. Barnard] and 
Mallory [Schaus] received the exact same vote total as Mayor Dennis.  So a very tough fought 
campaign, and I’m happy to have them on our leadership team in the City for the next year. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION: Councilor Hunt presented this report. 
Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  I have a couple of announcements to make.  First of all, West Lafayette 
has been recognized by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources as a Tree City.  I think it’s 
the 14th or 15th year.  Let me just tell you a little bit about this award.  It awards Tree City USA 
for outstanding management of the City’s urban forest.  There were 60 other cities in Indiana 
recognized.  But those Tree Cities planted almost 11,000 trees, removed 6.269 thousand, and 
pruned 19,000 trees.  In addition, the Tree City status communities must draft and pass a public 
tree care ordinance, designating a municipal department and tree advisory committee, which we 
have done, of course; spend at least $2 per capita on their tree care program, and have an 
Arbor Day observance and a proclamation.  Again, we’re a Tree City.  It’s a very nice honor.  It 
costs money.  It costs effort.  And it helps the City be more attractive.  I might also remind you 
that June 27 and 28, the judges will be here for the West Lafayette in bloom contest.  Many City 
officials and volunteers will be involved in that.  The West Lafayette Farmers’ Market opens on 
May 7.  I think I’ll stop with my report right there. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Councilor Thomas presented this report. 
Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Two groundbreakings to announce.  The Purdue Research Foundation 
held their groundbreaking this afternoon for the Purdue Technology Center II facility, which is 
105,000-square-foot facility which will, again, house incubator start-up companies.  Once that 
building is constructed, the Purdue Research Foundation will move their offices from the current 
Purdue Technology Center Building to the Purdue Technology Center II Building, which will free 
up some lab space and office space for other start-up companies.  Again, this is a great 
testament to the TIF program in that area and the expansion that’s going on in the Purdue 
Research Park, fostered through the leadership of Mayor Sonya Margerum, Mayor Mills, and 
now Mayor John Dennis will continue that relationship.  The Purdue Research Park continues to 
be a great asset to West Lafayette and will continue to grow in the future.  The other 
groundbreaking was held a week or so ago, which was the groundbreaking for the Champion’s 
Centre on the plot of the Family Inn.  That construction is beginning, as we speak, and that will 
again continue.  We’ll get more updates in the future.  That ends my report, Mayor. 
 
Mayor Dennis said one of the things that was just incredible out at the groundbreaking today at 
the Research Park is that a lot of that was funded by a lady by the name of Heddy Kurz.  Her 
husband was a 1929 graduate from Purdue University.  She is well over the age of 21, and she 
is very high-spirited.  She is very energetic, and she is very, very much in love with this 
community.  She was proud to give that donation, and it was truly an honor to be up there on 
the stage with her and President Córdova to accept that donation.  It was a pretty neat event.  
And I got a free shovel out of it, too.  So, Mr. [Public Works Director] Downey, if you’re lacking 
any equipment, I’ve got something.   
 
PERSONNEL:  
No report. 
 
BUDGET AND FINANCE: Councilor Truitt presented this report. 
The Budget and Finance Committee continues to meet on a regular basis with record consistent 
attendance.  It’s been, I think, a good robust conversation.  Our latest topic that we’ve tackled 
has been coined the trash fee discussion.  Coming up in the near future, we will be discussing 
more on the legislative side of what it is that we discussed, but I think it’s important for the 
citizens and for all parties to know that is was a well thought-out discussion.  We looked at a 
variety of different topics, and I thought went from top to bottom as we went through a list of 
questions.  In front of us, I thought it would also just take a second to just kind of explain this 
cash transaction sheet that each individual has in front of them.  We don’t have to go through 
this, but I just want to give a little bit of background, because as I spend time looking at these 
reports, I think it’s important for all the Councilors to understand why this document was 
created.  I thank the Clerk-Treasurer for putting this report together and continuing to revamp it.  
I want to encourage all of the fellow Councilors that, if there’s information that you would like to 
see from a financial standpoint be included in this report, to please let Judy [Clerk-Treasurer 
Rhodes] know, and she’ll be more than happy to adjust it.  Mainly what we tried to do is we tried 
to put it together to look at some of the three what I’ll call buckets on the expenditures, the 
revenues, and then a net cash flow.  So what we’re able to do is we’re able to look at a month to 
date—in this case, March 2007 and compare it to March 2008.  Because every single month it 
was hard for us up here on the Council to get a feel for where we stood from a snapshot 
perspective.  So this report is an attempt at trying to put that information together, so you’re able 
to go back and look at March 2007 compared to March 2008, and, for the most part, get a pretty 
good idea of where things stand.  In the back of that report, again, is your March 2008 
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Wastewater Treatment Utility financial statement.  I encourage everyone to spend the time and 
look at that.  I will conclude my report with that. 
 
Mayor Dennis said I commend all the Councilors that are participating in this event, as well as 
the department heads.  In all reality, I think sometimes there’s, I guess, the assumption made 
that City government is less than frugal with tax dollars.  And I can assure you that, by virtue of 
this process, there is an expanded understanding now of how we are going to make sure that 
each dollar that you invest in this community is going to be spent wisely.  Again, I commend you 
folks for making the extra effort, because you don’t get paid overtime to attend these meetings.  
So I appreciate the time that you are involved. 
 
REPORT OF APC REPRESENTATIVE: Councilor Keen presented this report. 
Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  We did have a number of discussions about a lot of different topics, 
most of which are further in our agenda, so I won’t belabor them now. 
 
SPECIAL REPORTS:  
Departmental Presentations: Fire Department Overview 
Fire Chief Drew presented an overview of the West Lafayette Fire Department, providing both 
an historical view and a look to the future.  He also showed a brief video, highlighting the speed 
with which fires spread in a typical house. 
 
Councilor Burch said where’s the best place for a homeowner to keep a fire extinguisher in their 
homes? 
 
Fire Chief Drew said the kitchen is a good place. 
 
Councilor Burch said the kitchen? 
 
Fire Chief Drew said yes.  Quite often, that’s a common place for a fire to start. 
 
Councilor Burch said do they need to be—I don’t know what the terminology is—refilled or how 
long are they good for?  Can we bring them to your station to have them checked? 
 
Fire Chief Drew said yes, we’ll look at them for you. 
 
Councilor Burch said okay, great. 
 
Fire Chief Drew said and oftentimes the ones you’ll buy are disposable. 
 
Councilor Burch said and I just want to thank you for all you do.  Thank you. 
 
Fire Chief Drew said you’re welcome. 
 
Mr. John Blignaut [325 Jefferson Drive] said the gas line that comes into a home, should you try 
and turn that off?  If your home caught on fire, should you try and turn off your—? 
 
Fire Chief Drew said would we turn it off? 
 
Mr. Blignaut said should the homeowner try?  Or does the Fire Department do that when they 
arrive? 



 
COMMON COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, APRIL 7, 2008, CONTINUED 

 
 
 

 
page 8 of 21 

 

 
Fire Chief Drew said yes, we’re going to turn it off, we’re going to turn off the electricity.  We’re 
going to shut the utilities down.  The main thing for the homeowner is to get out and stay out.  
And call us really quickly.   
 
Mayor Dennis said obviously within two minutes. 
 
Councilor Hunt said thank you for this.  I appreciate it.  But I have a question about when we 
might start working on Station No. 3, permanent Station No. 3, if I may? 
 
Fire Chief Drew said okay, Station No. 3 is being worked on right now.  Mayor Dennis is talking 
with Purdue Research, and—do you want to talk about it? 
 
Mayor Dennis said yes, I’ll go ahead.  We’re obviously looking at some land options for Station 
No. 3, and it’s very premature.  But the dialogue’s been opened.  Chief Drew will be involved 
when it gets closer to the time when it’s going to be more of a reality.  It’s in the kitchen, just not 
quite on the stove yet.   
 
Councilor Hunt said thank you. 
 
Councilor Roales said Chief, do you expect our call volume and medical calls to go down, as a 
result of the ambulance being moved? 
 
Fire Chief Drew said no, we’ll still be—the call volume should stay the same, yes.  I don’t expect 
any change there.  What will happen is the ambulance will be there quicker, to get the person to 
the hospital quicker.  We don’t transport.  We assist with treatment, we don’t do the actual 
transport.  The ambulance is required for that. 
 
Mayor Dennis said and the ambulance also carries significantly more lifesaving equipment than 
the fire trucks do 
 
Councilor Roales said are there any special concerns about apartment buildings that are 
different than a traditional home? 
 
Fire Chief Drew said as far as fire or medical? 
 
Councilor Roales said fire prevention, in the work you do, I guess. 
 
Fire Chief Drew said well, maybe one particular concern with apartment buildings around here is 
the tendency to not realize the importance of the alarm system, and desensitizing that can take 
place when false alarms are triggered.  When an alarm is pulled for “fun” in the middle of the 
night, and then later on, there’s a fire there, those residents tend to ignore that, because they’ve 
become desensitized because of the false alarms, so that’s a particular concern in apartment 
buildings, yes.   
 
Councilor Roales said okay, thank you. 
 
Mayor Dennis said any other questions? 
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Councilor Hunt said I have one more.  You like to remind us to change our batteries on 
occasion.  Do you want to remind us again? 
 
Fire Chief Drew said change your clock, change your batteries.  Yes.  Particularly in the fall is a 
good time to do that.  Change the smoke detector batteries once a year. 
 
Councilor Hunt said so if you haven’t, when you change your clock for Daylight Savings Time, if 
you didn’t change your batteries, you need to do it now. 
 
Fire Chief Drew said yes. 
 
Councilor Hunt said thank you. 
 
Mayor Dennis said thank you, Chief. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS:   
Council  Appointment to Traffic Commission 
Councilor Hunt said according to City Code, we need a Councilor to represent the Council and 
to listen to the concerns at the Traffic Commission.  We discussed this in Pre-Council, and I 
would like to nominate [Councilor] Vicki Burch to be the representative from the Council to the 
Traffic Commission. 
 
Councilor Keen said I’ll second that nomination. 
 
Mayor Dennis said it’s been motioned and seconded.  Any discussion?  We’ll take a voice vote. 
 
The motion to appoint Councilor Burch as the Council representative to the Traffic Commission 
passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes 
You’ve received your accounting reports for the month of March, and as Councilor Truitt 
mentioned, your cash transaction report.  I’m going to make just a couple of comments, 
because we’ve ended the first quarter of 2008.  Good news.  Our expenditures in the General 
Fund are only up 2% over last year.  This is excellent control of expenditures, particularly since 
83% of our expenditures in the General Fund have been for personnel expenses, and they are 
running at 8.6% over last year.  They’re the largest single expenditure in the General Fund, and 
their rate of growth is also the largest in the General Fund.  As we move into the budget 
planning, that’s going to be of particular attention for the Council.  You have been asked to 
make temporary loans in the past month, and again this month.  I wanted to draw your attention 
to the fact you can see in the cash balances that the General Fund and the Parks and 
Recreation Fund are already in negatives, and we have had loans from the Wastewater 
Treatment Utility of $624,520 for cash flow purposes.  Tonight you’ll be asked to make a loan for 
the Police Pension Fund, and you may notice that there appears to be an ample balance.  The 
reason is that most of the funds here are invested in equity accounts at PERF, one of probably 
only three municipalities in the State that were able to plan for long-term pension liabilities.  
That’s one of our assets in that regard.  And we prefer to keep them there and rely on temporary 
loans, at least for the next couple of months, until we receive our first pension relief payment.  
Finally, looking down at the Utility, you’ll see that it continues its record pace cash flow, up over 
$686,000 from last month.  That’s 4.5%.  And I’m sure that Mr. Downey, our Public Works 
Director could assure us that we have many projects that require attention at the Wastewater 
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Treatment Utility.  Last, we’ve not received our 2008 Budget Order.  We’re still waiting, because 
assessed valuations in the County have not yet been certified.  We’re in an appeal process 
now.  Department heads are working on their first pass at the 2008 budget, and will be, I’m sure, 
working with the Council Budget Committee in the coming months.  Thank you. 
 
Mayor Dennis said I want to extend my appreciation to the department heads.  You folks have 
been doing an excellent job in keeping your expenses down.  Obviously when it comes to 
personnel  expenses, the closer to full staff we are, the more that we’re going to spend, but it’s 
those capital purchases and some of the daily operational costs that I’ve directed you ladies and 
gentlemen to keep down, and you’ve done so.  Again, thank you very much for that. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Ordinance No. 10-08 An Ordinance To Amend The Zoning Ordinance Of Tippecanoe County, 
Indiana, To Rezone Certain Real Estate, From CBW To PDNR (Panda Express PD) (Submitted 
by Area Plan Commission) 
 
Councilor Keen read Ordinance No. 10-08 by title and moved that it be passed on first and only 
reading, and that the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Truitt. 
 
Mayor Dennis said it’s been motioned and seconded.  I see Mr. Teder is here for discussion. 
 
Mr. Dan Teder [of Reiling Teder & Schrier] said good evening, Mayor, City Councilpersons.  I 
guess first I would say that I commend the Fire Department on their quick response 2½ minutes, 
but I’ve heard that for Eric [City Attorney Burns] and nine other lawyers, it’s 22½ minutes.  I 
don’t know where that takes us, but I’m concerned.   
 
City Attorney Burns said billable hours, right. 
 
Mr. Teder said I represent the petitioner, Steven Belanger is the project manager for Panda.  He 
is here with me this evening, he’d be happy to answer any questions that you might have in 
regard to this rezoning.  As you just said, we’re asking for a CBW to PDNR.  It’s going to be a 
one-story Panda Express on this particular site.  The site is a vacant lot.  It’s 58 by 60 which is 
3480 square feet, maybe a little larger than this room.  Panda is one of the largest family-owned 
restaurants in the United States.  They started in 1983 and Steven [Mr. Belanger] tells me they 
have 1100 sites presently in the United States, so they’ve done very well.  What we’re 
proposing to do is to build a building of 2393 square feet on this site.  It’s going to have four to 
six employees.  We’re going to have seating for 48 indoors.  We’re going to have 18 outdoor 
seats.  Those outdoor seats will be for the customer, but will also be for the public as well.  It’s 
something the Area Plan wanted, and in the give-and-take of this Planned Development, that’s 
something that we agreed to.  We think it’s going to be a positive for everybody.  As you’re 
aware, this is a vacant site that was burnt.  There were three businesses on it.  It had a sit-down 
restaurant, a barbershop, a tee-shirt shop.  It had one apartment on it.  It had one parking space 
on it.  We think that the number of employees that we’ll have will be less than what they 
previously had for this particular site.  We’re really needing this Planned Development, because 
the only way we believe we can utilize this site is either the Planned Development process or a 
variance for the parking.  Otherwise, there’s no way to build on this particular site.  Area Plan 
staff indicated that, if you didn’t have that relaxation of the parking ordinance, that maybe you 
could build a 600-square-foot building on this site, very little parking.  So it would become 
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economically unfeasible to use this.  I know you’re looking at your parking ordinance in the 
future, but I think this is a big concern that people that come to me have as well, “What are we 
going to do for parking?”  As we talked about in caucus, we’ve tried everywhere to pick up more 
parking spaces.  There are none available in the City of West Lafayette.  So we are going to put 
one parking space on this particular site, and the reason for that is for our manager.  It’s not 
someone that’s going to come and go quite often.  That person will be there most of the day, so 
we’re hoping it will not be a safety issue, as Councilperson Hunt mentioned in the caucus as 
well.  So this is going to be a pedestrian-oriented site, a lot of walk-in customers—mainly walk-
in customers—a lot more green space than was previously there.  We’re going to do the outside 
seating.  We think the architecture that we’ve come up with blends in well.  Again, this was on 
the give-and-take.  We had a continuance last time because they made a change, and then we 
tweaked that some more.  We think we’ve got a nice piece of architecture that’s going to occur 
for that particular site.  We had an overwhelmingly favorable staff report.  We had a unanimous 
staff opinion as well on it.  We would ask for your favorable recommendation.  I’d be happy to 
answer any questions that you might have.  Thank you. 
 
Mayor Dennis said thank you.  Any questions on the part of the Council? 
 
Councilor Roales said Mr. Teder. 
 
Mr. Teder said yes. 
 
Councilor Roales said will you need the parking spots along Northwestern Avenue for the 
construction of this building?   
 
Mr. Teder said I can’t answer that.  Maybe Steven [Mr. Belanger] could.   
 
Mr. Steven Belanger [project manager, Panda Restaurant Group] said not necessarily. The 
contractors and the subcontractors will be responsible for their own parking needs, so if they 
need to park wherever, if you need those spots for the public, then so be it.  We can do that.  
There will be a couple deliveries that will disrupt traffic, but we will schedule those for early, 
before 6:00 a.m. or as needed.  We’re willing to do whatever your requests may be. 
 
Councilor Roales said okay.  Yes, it is an extremely busy street.  There’s been traffic incidents 
on that street corner before, so your consideration in scheduling those would be greatly 
appreciated.   
 
Mr. Belanger said sure. 
 
Councilor Roales said you know, one of the concerns we had that you weren’t present for at 
Pre-Council was maybe the alleys or the spaces between your building and the adjacent 
buildings.  And, you know, I’d request that you make sure there’s adequate lighting there, and 
that you make sure that those are, you know, clean-appearing areas, to prohibit, you know, the 
dark corner being present at a very busy pedestrian area. 
 
Mr. Belanger said that would be one of our concerns for our associates as well.   
 
Councilor Roales said all right.  We appreciate it.  Thank you. 
 
Mr. Teder said any other questions? 
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Councilor Hunt said I have a question that I’d like Mr. [City Engineer] Buck to help you answer, 
Mr. Teder, please.   
 
City Engineer Buck said help, or just answer? 
 
Mr. Teder said well, we’ll always take his help. 
 
Councilor Hunt said again, we have discussed—Mr. [City Engineer] Buck, we have discussed in 
Pre-Council some concerns about the congestion at that corner, and you said that congestion 
there had also been discussed at Traffic Commission? 
 
City Engineer Buck said yes.  We have had requests, a couple requests, since the most recent 
pedestrian accident to look at mid-block pedestrian crossing, where Northwestern and Columbia 
intersect.  The Public Library’s right there, there’s a lot of restaurants on the other side of 
Northwestern, and, again, campus is on, continuing west, that same direction, so that we have a 
lot of, honestly, jaywalkers, with no legal crosswalk.  And rather than going all the way down to 
Northwestern and State at the crosswalk, they’ll cross wherever.  And so, as a part of what the 
Traffic Commission does, our department is looking at that for possible solutions and ideas to 
generate discussion at next month’s Traffic Commission and hopefully narrow that search down 
to come up with a design that would potentially allow a crosswalk there at mid-block.  As you 
know, Northwestern doesn’t stop, as far as the vehicles are concerned.  That’s our biggest 
concern, is alerting motorists that they may have a pedestrian in a legal crosswalk that they 
need to be prepared to stop for.  
 
Councilor Hunt said and so you’ll be considering flashers and calming methods, etc.—whatever. 
 
City Engineer Buck said yes. 
 
Councilor Hunt said okay. 
 
City Engineer Buck said along Northwestern Avenue, there actually are some crosswalks there 
that are shown on the pavement, as well as signed and lighted.  You cross half at a time and 
then stop and cross the other half at a time.  Northwestern in this area is only one-way, but it 
still has two lanes of traffic to cross, and that’s after you’re standing out next to the parked car.  
So maybe it’s shortening that distance, a combination of lights and signs and trying to shorten 
that distance that the pedestrian actually has to cross during the time they’re in the street. 
 
Councilor Hunt said thank you very much. 
 
City Engineer Buck said yes. 
 
Mayor Dennis said thank you, Mr. [City Engineer] Buck.  Further questions? 
 
Mr. Teder said thank you. 
 
Councilor Keen said Mr. Mayor, I would like to make one suggestion.  On my copy, anyway, it 
shows the former Mayor as the signatory on this.  I would like to amend this to show the 
appropriate Mayor. 
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Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said the copies were prepared by APC.  
 
Councilor Keen said right, I understand that. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said of course, they are incorrect.  The ordinances that will be signed, I 
assure you, will have Mayor Dennis’ name on them. 
 
Councilor Keen said so do we need an amendment? 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said no.  They’ve already been corrected.  We just didn’t want to 
discard all the copies.  It seemed like a waste. 
 
Councilor Keen said okay, well I just wanted to make sure that the appropriate signatures— 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said it’s already been prepared properly. 
 
Councilor Keen said okay, thank you. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Ordinance No. 10-08 passed on first and only reading, 7-0. 
 
Ordinance No. 11-08 To Amend Certain Portions Of The Unified Zoning Ordinance Of 
Tippecanoe County, Indiana, Designating The Time When The Same Shall Take Effect (UZO 
#58, Wind Energy Conversion Systems) (Submitted by Area Plan Commission) 
 
Councilor Keen read Ordinance No. 11-08 by title and moved that it be passed on first and only 
reading, and that the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Truitt. 
 
Mayor Dennis said Councilor Keen, I believe that you’ve got some insight. 
 
Councilor Keen said yes, I do.  This ordinance deals primarily with the wind farm collection 
systems, which was formerly known as the wind energy conversion systems, or a combination 
thereof.  The highlights of this ordinance are several, and I’m just going to kind of review them, 
just briefly.  Number one, it adds the definition of a wind farm collection system, which includes 
all the low-voltage wiring and cabling connecting any wind turbine and another wind turbine, or 
to a place where voltage is stepped up, commonly known as a substation or switching station.  
It also designates that all wiring for the wind farm collection system be buried.  This does not 
include the transmission wires, which are those wires between the substation and the public 
utility.  Those wires would not be required to be buried.  It changes the definition of a small wind 
system to include that of any system with a nameplate capacity of less than or equal to 50 
kilowatts per wind tower and a total height of 140 feet or less, and a swept area of 40 feet or 
less.  Small wind systems would then only be allowed in commercial, industrial, or rural zones.  
It also changes the definition of a large wind system to include that of any system with a 
nameplate capacity greater than 50 kilowatts per wind tower or a total height of more than 140 
feet or a swept area of more than 40 feet.  Any system meeting one or more of these criteria 
would then be considered a large system.  It does allow for Microsystems to still be allowed in 
residential areas as well.  Those are the basic— 
 
Mayor Dennis said highlights.  Any further discussion? 
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There was no further discussion. 
 
Ordinance No. 11-08 passed on first and only reading, 7-0. 
 
Ordinance No. 12-08 To Amend Certain Portions Of The Unified Zoning Ordinance Of 
Tippecanoe County, Indiana, Designating The Time When The Same Shall Take Effect (UZO 
Amendment #59, Outside Storage in Industrial Zones) (Submitted by Area Plan Commission) 
 
Councilor Keen read Ordinance No. 12-08 by title and moved that it be passed on first and only 
reading, and that the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Truitt. 
 
Mayor Dennis said it’s been motioned and seconded.  Discussion?  Councilor Keen. 
 
Councilor Keen said again, this deals with, as it said, outside storage in Industrial Zones.  This 
is a change in the wording that allows for better description of the uses in Industrial Zones that 
must be conducted indoors, namely manufacturing construction, contracting, warehousing, and 
wholesaling uses.  Other uses permitted in the Industrial Zones may still be conducted indoors 
and/or outdoors.  What the new wording does is uses that are permitted in Industrial Zones that 
would logically have an outdoor component to them would not be regulated in that manner then.  
It just basically was more of a clarification of the current ordinance more than anything. 
 
Mayor Dennis said all right.  Any further discussion. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Ordinance No. 12-08 passed on first and only reading, 7-0. 
 
Ordinance No. 14-08  An Ordinance Providing For Temporary Loans From A Fund Having 
Sufficient Balance To A Depleted Fund (WWTU to Police Pension and Parks & Recreation) 
(Prepared by the Clerk-Treasurer) 
 
Councilor Keen read Ordinance No. 14-08 by title and moved that it be passed on first reading, 
and that the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Truitt. 
 
Mayor Dennis said Judy, would you—? 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said as I mentioned in my previous comments, these temporary loans 
are needed for cash flow purposes.  I would ask for two readings tonight. 
 
Mayor Dennis said any further discussion?   
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Ordinance No. 14-08 passed on first reading, 7-0. 
 
Councilor Keen said Mr. Mayor, I move that we suspend the rules and hear Ordinance No. 14-
08 on second reading and final reading. The motion was seconded by Councilor Truitt. 
 
Mayor Dennis said it’s been motioned and seconded to suspend the rules.  Any discussion?   
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The motion to consider Ordinance No. 14-08 on second reading passed by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Councilor Keen read Ordinance No. 14-08 by title and moved that it be passed on second and 
final reading, and that the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Truitt. 
 
Mayor Dennis said it’s been motioned and seconded.  Any discussion? 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Ordinance No. 14-08 passed on second and final reading, 7-0. 
 
Resolution No. 07-08 A Resolution Authorizing The Filing Of An Application With The U.S. 
Department Of Housing And Urban Development, For Community Development Block Grant 
Funds, As Provided In Title I Of The Community Development Act Of 1974, As Amended 
(Submitted by Department of Development)   
 
Councilor Keen read Resolution No. 07-08 by title and moved that it be passed on first and only 
reading, and that the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Truitt. 
 
Mayor Dennis said it’s been motioned and seconded.  Buz [Assistant Director of Development 
Grady], a bit of background information on this, please. 
 
Assistant Director of Development Grady said thank you, Mr. Mayor.  This is part of the process 
for the application for the Community Development Block Grant from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.  Basically, the regulations do require that the Council 
authorizes the Mayor to allow us to file the application, and that’s just this process.  A little bit of 
background.  The draft of the proposed plan for the Action Year 2008-2009, which starts in July, 
has been proposed.  It is available for public comment, it is available on the website, and 
obviously there are copies available in the Mayor’s Office and in Development, if anybody would 
like to look at the proposed plan.  It will be submitted probably by the end of the month or the 
first part of May.  We anticipate it’ll take about a two-month process for HUD to approve that 
plan.  The program year starts on July 1, and we’ll be back in July or maybe even June, to ask 
for the appropriation of the grant.  And I’ll be glad to answer any questions that you may have. 
 
Councilor Roales said can you explain a little bit about how the committee and Council rank was 
used to factor in the proposed funding? 
 
Assistant Director of Development Grady said okay.  As you’re aware, the Council, we do use 
the Council and also an advisory committee to help prioritize the allocations or the proposed 
allocations for this year.  At the first public hearing, proposals are made from social services 
from the various departments on how we should allocate the money.  And then we do ask the 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee and the Council to help us rate those as priorities, based on what 
they perceive as need in the community and how we should allocate those funds.  The 
proposed plan is based on those recommendations from both entities. 
 
Councilor Roales said I was just wondering how you got—I mean, the one that was ranked 
number one is funded at 75% of the request, and, you know, some of the ones farther down on 
the list are funded at a higher percentage. 
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Assistant Director of Development Grady said let me find my one cheat-sheet there.  The Fire 
Station No. 1 was ranked number one as priority, and that was requested at $50,000— 
 
Councilor Roales said I’m more concerned about the public services, I guess.  I’m sorry. 
 
Assistant Director of Development Grady said the public services? 
 
Councilor Roales said yes. 
 
Assistant Director of Development Grady said well, what we did with the public services, it is 
limited to 15% of the total grant.  I mean, it is capped.  You can’t go over that.  The grant was 
reduced by about 3½ percent, so we did look at trying to maintain funding at some level, so we 
went ahead and took the priorities as they came back, but to try to just cut everybody out of 3½ 
percent, basically, what our total grant amount was reduced.  So everybody received, basically, 
just a little bit less funding than what they received this current year. 
 
Councilor Roales said so we basically ignored the ranking of 1 through 11 then? 
 
Assistant Director of Development Grady said well, we—the basic—we like to maintain the 
basic grant about $3,000, and that’s just because of the cost involved in our monitoring.  If it 
gets below that amount, then it does have some problems with how we—not having enough 
money, basically, in the grant to have some effectiveness on their programs.  We did look at the 
possibilities or why—if we should eliminate, because to get under that cap amount, some 
program would have had to been eliminated or reduced significantly.  Nobody really received 
their requested amount, and so we did try to still address all the needs as presented across the 
entire programs—all the programs of the social services.  To do something differently, we would 
have had to eliminate or reduce one significantly. 
 
Councilor Roales said I guess I would recommend that the City consider incorporating some of 
the recommendations of the Kernan Government Modernization Committee Study that allows—I 
mean, that addressed concerns about non-elected officials making allocation decisions on 
budgets.  And here, clearly, we have an instance of where a committee and Council rank, you 
know, it’s ranked number one, it’s funded at 75%, and we have something ranked number 5 
funded at nearly 99%.  And so, I hope in the future, maybe we could—I know we’re restricted 
somewhat by federal guidelines, but maybe we’d look a little bit at how the ranking is done, we’d 
have a bigger dialogue, so that the Council’s intent and the committee’s intent can be more fully 
kind of expressed. 
 
Assistant Director of Development Grady said okay. 
 
Mayor Dennis said we actually do.  As you had noted, Paul [Councilor Roales], it is grant 
money, and there is obviously restrictions and qualifications and certain structures that go to 
that.  Also, there are public meetings that drive these decisions, and, generally speaking, the 
public meetings are attended by those who are in need and, you know, then the folks that are in 
the decision-making mode.  In all reality, I think that by virtue of the way the process works, it’s 
fairly equitable for those that are in need.  Like anything else, I’m sure that there could be an 
element of refinement applied to it.  But the grant oftentimes dictates how this process actually 
ends up.  But quite clearly, in the event—I mean, we have the next cycle starting up towards the 
end of this year, I believe— 
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Assistant Director of Development Grady said yes. 
 
Mayor Dennis said and so we can go ahead.  You are more than welcome to help us.  The 
more, the merrier. 
 
Councilor Roales said I’d be happy to. 
 
Assistant Director of Development Grady said the last comment I have to make.  The limiting 
factor with the social services, because we know that there is such a wide range of need out 
there, the limiting factor is that 15% cap.  So, in order to keep that within that 15% cap, you’re 
going to either have to eliminate certain programs or certain activities, or do something different, 
to be able to accommodate that increased need.  And, of course, you know. we look at the need 
overall and their performance for this current year and in their past performances on how many 
people they’re serving, and we still see a pretty significant need across, you know, the whole 
range of social services.  So even though some may come in as lower priority, we feel that that 
service is still needed somewhat, so that sort of dictates that we need to reduce everybody 
across those lines, to be able to fund someone at some comparable level to what they’re 
receiving this year. 
 
Mayor Dennis said any further discussion? 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Resolution No. 07-08 passed on first and only reading, 7-0. 
 
Resolution No. 08-08 A Resolution To Appropriate Grant Reimbursements To The Police 
Grants Project Fund (Prepared by the Clerk-Treasurer)            
 
Councilor Keen read Resolution No. 08-08 by title and moved that it be passed on first and only 
reading, and that the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Burch. 
 
Mayor Dennis said it’s been motioned and seconded.  Judy [Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes]. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said the Police Grants Project Fund was established for the first time 
last year, in order to handle payment of overtime which is reimbursed through a variety of 
grants.  This removes it from the Police Department budget, simplifies budgeting for expenses 
which are not reimbursable through the budget cycle, and makes it much more clear how Police 
overtime is being used, which is not associated with grant activities.  We began the fund last 
year with an appropriation of $15,000.  I ask that you reestablish the appropriation at the same 
level this year. 
 
Mayor Dennis said thank you.  Any further discussion? 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Resolution No. 08-08 passed on first and only reading, 7-0. 
 
Resolution No. 09-08 A Resolution Requesting The Transfer of Funds (Sanitation, Motor 
Vehicle Highway Fund) (Prepared by the Clerk-Treasurer) 
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Councilor Keen read Resolution No. 09-08 by title and moved that it be passed on first and only 
reading, and that the vote be by roll call.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Truitt. 
 
Mayor Dennis said it’s been motioned and seconded.  I believe Mr. [Public Works Director] 
Downey is here for discussion. 
 
Public Works Director Downey said in 2007, we budgeted eight people to take on extra duty, 
and I don’t see a need to do that.  The building out in that area is not taking place as we 
anticipated, and in talking to Ms. [Clerk-Treasurer] Rhodes, she has advised me that it might be 
a good opportunity to take that eighth person’s salary and turn it into equipment that I’ll be 
needing in ’09 and ’10.  It’s to replace a 1988 heister.  I gave you the pictures in Pre-Council.  
They’re around here somewhere. 
 
Mayor Dennis said we’re passing them around.  Randy [Councilor Truitt] has not seen them yet. 
 
Public Works Director Downey said and a 1999 skid steer, and that does not sound too old in 
itself, but we’ve had a lot of trouble with the gears and the way it steers.  We can get a pretty 
good trade-in value at this time, and replace it with a newer model that those gears and 
hydraulic motors have been improved upon.  So that’s what we’re requesting.  These two pieces 
of equipment are used heavily in the sanitation and recycling area, moving materials from here 
to there. 
 
Mayor Dennis said if I might add, Mr. [Public Works Director] Downey did do quite a bit of 
maintenance and repair on both machines, to get them to go as long as they did.  So I give you 
a lot of credit for that.  Your patience is much greater than mine. 
 
Public Works Director Downey said if you have the pictures and you look underneath the 
heister, there’s a pool of oil under there.  That’s there every morning.  So we clean it up.  No, 
the heister will go to Winski’s. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said I want to make one comment.  Mr. [Public Works Director] 
Downey is referring to the need to replace these by 2009, 2010, 2011.  Clearly the equipment is 
hardly in working order at this point.  Second of all, the Sanitation Department has not 
traditionally had its capital budget, so it has to be opportunistic.  When it’s able to save on 
operation cost, that’s when it can fund some of its capital needs, and that’s what is happening 
this year.   
 
Mayor Dennis said and that’s a good thing.  
 
Public Works Director Downey said if you’ll give me two readings, I can probably process and 
get moving on purchasing that equipment. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said well, it only requires one. 
 
Public Works Director Downey said all right.  I’ll take that. 
 
Mayor Dennis said any other questions for Mr. Downey? 
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Councilor Hunt said I’d just like to make a statement that the Council continues to be amazed at 
Mr. [Public Works Director] Downey’s ability to rehab, recover, repair, and keep working the 
many machines that are down there.  I thank you very much for that. 
 
Mayor Dennis said I believe he also recycles, too. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Resolution No. 09-08 passed on first and only reading, 7-0. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
Councilor Hunt said I have a question.  Many people have contacted me about the concern 
about Comcast taking over the Insight and the cable service.  And along with the difficulty of 
changing one’s email address, which many of us are sharing that difficulty, several of us, I think, 
had asked Mr. Burns to give us some sort a reading on what Council can do to keep these costs 
minimal and he’d given us a written report.  But would you translate it for this non-legal person? 
 
City Attorney Burns said sure.  Well, it is a change in the law, so I thought it would be important 
for myself, if not everyone, to go through and see how it has changed.  Essentially, at one point 
in the State, every cable TV company had to come to a municipality and negotiate a franchise 
agreement individually.  That’s been going on for decades.  In ’96, the law was changed, and it 
gives the option to those cable companies to do away with a franchise agreement that they 
might have with a particular municipality like West Lafayette, and to go to the State of Indiana 
and become regulated, instead of by a municipality-by-municipality basis, by the whole State.  
So that Comcast, for example, can become a provider that is a certified provider in the State of 
Indiana by going through the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission, the same body that 
regulates, you know, water rates and things of that nature.  And so that law did change, it allows 
them to do that.  They have given notice—and this is something that I’ve done another memo; 
I’ve not gotten it to you yet.  I had a few little changes on it; I’ll get this to you by email—they 
have, in fact, given notice as the law allows them, to the City that says, “We want to go forward 
and be regulated by the State.”  As a matter of practicality, I don’t think it’s going to change a 
whole lot, with what is going on right now.  The cable company provides to the City a franchise 
fee, which is 3% of their total gross revenues that goes to the City.  They provide various perks 
if you will—free services, things of that nature—that allow the citizens to have access to public 
access.  They have rules and regulations that are in the franchise agreement that talk about 
how quickly they will respond to citizens’ complaints, things of that nature.  Thus far, they have 
not done anything different than they are obligated to do.  So that’s a good thing.  We have a 
franchise agreement dated 1996, and they are still following through with that.  Fully.  They 
wouldn’t have to do that.  Within the franchise agreement itself, even without the change in 
State law, there is a four-month “out,” so that, at any time with four months’ notice to the City, 
they could get out.  And so, at this point, it appears they’re not going to be doing anything 
particularly different, but the real question, and the kinds of questions you’re getting, are what 
can we, as a City, what can you as Council members do, to help the citizens with all of the 
increases that are coming.  I think the answer is that there is no lawful control that this Council 
has over Comcast.  There are no councils anywhere in the State of Indiana or any other 
governmental bodies, except perhaps the IURC, Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission, that 
can do anything about the rates.  But as we’ve discussed privately, there are questions that 
could be asked, perhaps a visit to the local Comcast by a delegation from the Council and from 
the Mayor’s Office, perhaps , would certainly at least let them know that this Council and this 
City are concerned about the rates, and make sure that we are heard and that they understand 
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that this is something that’s important to people.  Do we have direct legal control of any great 
significance?  No.  Do we have teeth?  No, we don’t now and we never have, quite frankly, had 
control over rates.  But we have what we’ve always had what we’ve always had, which is the 
ability to ask questions as a public body and elected officials and get answers to those 
questions. 
 
Mayor Dennis said one of the things, Ann [Councilor Hunt], that I think that actually has been 
brought to my attention is the billing process.  There’s a lot of folks that have had automatic 
billing done, and there was not notification, and some of these folks are on fixed incomes, and 
there’s no notification that that billing cycle is going to change, and so some folks took a hit.  So 
I think that this is something that we, in the collective, can probably bring forward, so that they’ll 
just be aware of it in the future. 
 
Councilor Hunt said can we schedule a meeting, with maybe the Mayor, the City Attorney, and 
some number of representatives of the Council?   
 
Mayor Dennis said sure. 
 
Councilor Hunt said can we do that, please? 
 
Mayor Dennis said I can get Betina [Cochran, Mayor’s Assistant] to work on that. 
 
Councilor Hunt said okay, good.  Thank you. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS: 
Ms. Jan Myers [1909 Indian Trail Drive] said I really want to go back a few years, before many 
of you were on the Council, to about 1990, and you may ask why I’m going back 18 years.  
Couple things being that we, as a community, often hang banners about diversity and honoring 
various things of that sort.  And I have—now this will be the third administration—I’ve made 
aware that in 1990, the ADA came into existence.  This community, as I see it—and back in 
1990 I was a jogger and so forth—I’ve acquired a very unusual disease, and gentlemen, it’s 
more often acquired by males than females by a large percentage.  Not to belabor that, but it 
has taught me a lot since the days in 1990 when, as a consultant, I sat in board rooms and saw 
people pull out their hair and say, “ADA is horrible.  All is access is horrible.”  Well, all my former 
clients learned it wasn’t so bad and lots of people like it, even those that are not in any way 
immobile or other handicaps, and I use that word in a different discussion in another time.  What 
I do find is the City repeatedly ignores those of us who have mobility challenges.  And I am now 
confined to this chair.  Some of you’ve known me over the years, know I went from a quad cane 
to a rolling walker, and I got the word just a couple months ago, “Stay in that chair or else.”  So 
those are some personal changes.  Little things that I have noticed:  During the winter—and I’m 
not out and about on as I call it my blue buggy in the snowy months, a sidewalk was closed on 
Salisbury between Lindberg and Cherry.  The only notice right now is a sign when you get to 
that sidewalk and can go no farther.  Which means, for someone in a chair or walker or such, 
they either must turn around, go back to Lindberg—an intersection which does not have full 
access, by any means—or hobble through the grass and the construction there.  There’s two 
places along there.  That has been happening for months.  I see no improvement on that, to 
allow accessibility there.  Because, under the prior administration, I had had many promises 
made to me that they were talking to the State, I took things in my own hands and talked to the 
State about two intersections in particular that are of interest to me.  One is right over here at 
Salisbury and 52; the other is Lindberg at Northwestern.  I have been promised in writing—and 
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they already know from my recent emails, I’m keeping them to it—that this spring—I’m trying to 
get them to tell me which month, as we’re now in April—both of those intersections will be 
brought into compliance.  There are several things that make them not in compliance.  One is 
the location of the push-button; it’s in the grass, and it’s way up high.  In both crossings, the 
time does not allow anyone in a chair—and I’ve been told in pushing strollers, bike riders, and 
so forth, and this little chair goes five miles an hour, so I don’t dilly-dally at intersections—but I 
cannot get across either one of those.  At least one of them connects to a bike trail, which would 
also be nice to get to, without the hazards of Northwestern traffic.  The City has been telling me 
for some time that this intersection at Navajo and Salisbury would be accessible.  It is not.  And 
I have heard that through prior administrations.  About four years ago, the entrance on Indian 
Trail to Happy Hollow, part of our parks, was put in. The day of its opening, there wasn’t even 
any way for me to get there.  In those days, I was still on an electric scooter.  Since then, at 
least, the curb has been properly fixed.  But there’s no way for anyone in a manual wheelchair 
or a power vehicle to go down that trail.  It was not made proper.  And my guess is, as I recall—I 
haven’t gone digging back in my papers—there was some grant money in that.  And if there 
was, the City’s in violation of all new construction-related to bike trails and other things that are 
not accessible.  And I could go on, but I’m just giving you a few in my neighborhood.  What 
really concerns me—and I did not attend this public meeting, but word has been passed back to 
me—that someone has made the comment that the City is 90% accessible.  If so, I would like to 
see that data, and invite any or all of you to borrow a wheelchair and come with me.  I have 
gone through more yards because I have gone up an “accessible” curb at one end, and at the 
other end of the block there’s no way to get down.  And sometimes I’ve just had to turn around, 
because there’s nowhere to go, and hope I can cross.  Earlier we were talking about mid-block 
jaywalking.  Well, there are lots of times that’s the only thing a disabled person can do, because 
you get to a point and there’s nowhere to go.  So I urge you to take that more seriously than it 
has been in the last 18 years.  One thing I have alerted City Hall to repeatedly is, even the ramp 
out here does not have a light at the top.  I’ve been told many times, I’ve lost count, “Oh, yes, 
there will be a light so that you don’t make that big curve at the top in the darkness.”  I don’t yet 
see it.  And I request seriously that that be an item before West Lafayette has federal problems 
over ignoring ADA.  Thank you. 
 
Mayor Dennis said that particular item I know we addressed just in the last staff meeting, so 
we’re close on that one. 
 
Ms. Myers said okay, my request has been heard.  Thank you. 
 
Mayor Dennis said thank you very much. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business at this time, Councilor Truitt moved for adjournment.  Motion 
was seconded by Councilor Burch and passed by voice vote, the time being 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Judith C. Rhodes, Clerk-Treasurer 
Secretary of the Common Council 




