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  City of West Lafayette, Indiana 
Board of Public Works and Safety 

MINUTES 
 

DECEMBER 9, 2008 
11:05 a.m. 

City Hall Lower Level Conference Room 
 
 

Members present were Susan K. Goldman, Bradley W. Marley [who arrived at 11:08 a.m.], and 
Mayor John R. Dennis, who presided.   
 

 
I. CAUCUS TO REVIEW AGENDA 

There were no agenda items discussed among Board members and Department 
Heads. 

 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A. December 2, 2008, Meeting 
Ms. Goldman moved to accept the minutes of the December 2, 2008, Board of 
Works meeting.  Mayor Dennis seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted. 
 
 

III. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Salary Increases: John Hart, Shannon Hicks, and Doug Perkins – Street & 
Sanitation 
Mayor Dennis tabled this item until time uncertain. 

 
 

IV.   NEW BUSINESS 
 A.  Bid Opening: Western Sanitary Sewer Interceptor-Division III – WWTU 

Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes read the bids aloud: 
 
Bidder Amount 
HRP Construction, Inc. $2,370,333.00 
Atlas Excavating, Inc.   1,948,585.00 
Eagle Valley, Inc.   2,172,725.00 
Infrastructure Systems, Inc.   2,277,584.00 
Merryman Excavation, Inc.   2,080,279.00 
Milestone Contractors, L.P.   2,283,306.00 
McCullough & DiBenedetto Excavating, LLC   3,731,432.91 
F & K Construction, Inc.   2,379,115.00 
Valenti-Held Contractor/Developer, Inc.   1,990,278.00 
Howell Contractors, Inc.   1,994,140.00 

 
Ms. Goldman moved that the bids be taken under advisement.  Mr. Marley 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted. 

Subject to approval at the December 16, 2008, Board of Works meeting. 

Internet
Text Box
                       Approved at the December 16, 2008, Board of Works meeting.
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Mayor Dennis thanked those who submitted bids. 

 
 B.  Bid Opening: 2009 City Fuel – Street 

Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes read the bid aloud: 
 
Bidder 

No. 
Gals. 

Tank Wagon 
Price Delivered/gal 

Ceres Solutions   
    Gasoline – Premium, Non-Leaded Gasohol 70,000  
                                      87 E-10 UL (87 octane)  $1.0530 
                                      Ninety One+ UL (91 octane)    1.2290 
                                      93 E-10 UL  (93 octane)    1.2430 
                                      89 E-10 UL (89 octane)    1.1180 
    Diesel Fuel Premium 30,000  
                    Premium Diesel-R (50 cetane) ULS   $ 1.7100 
                    #1 Diesel (K-1) ULS     2.0740 
                    #1 Premium Diesel-R (50-50 blend) 50 cetane     1.8920 

Diesel Fuel Regular   
                    Diesel-R (40 cetane min.) ULS  30,000 $1.6750 
                    #1 Diesel (K-1) ULS    2.0740 
                    #1 Premium Diesel-R (50-50 blend) 40 cetane    1.8745 
    Diesel Fuel, low sulfur #1 6,000  
                                                    #1 Diesel (47.0 cetane)  $2.0740 
    Diesel Fuel, low sulfur #2 4,000  
                                                     #2 low sulfur Diesel  $1.6780 
    Bio Diesel—100% low sulfur 6,000  
                                                     99.9% Bio Diesel  $2.420 
    Bio Diesel 20% Blend, low sulfur 4,000  
                                                    Bio Diesel 20% blend  $1.888 

 
Ms. Goldman moved that the bids be taken under advisement.  Mr. Marley 
seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. Marley asked if this were a certain price for the gallons.  Street 
Commissioner Downey said it was not, that the price changes with the delivery.  
Mr. Marley asked why the bids are requested, since the bids are almost 
irrelevant, given that the price is based on the spot market.  City Attorney Burns 
responded that it means what the bidders are willing to do today.  Mr. Downey 
said that the City’s biggest drawback is that there is not sufficient storage 
capacity.  Mr. Marley asked if companies would respond to a request to give their 
margins over the spot market, so that the City could compare the margin over the 
spot price.  Mr. Downey said that he could research that matter, but his problem 
is that they take it on a weekly delivery, since there is only a 2,000-gallon tank.  
Mr. Downey added that the Mayor has asked him to check into the costs of larger 
tanks.  Mr. Marley said it would be nice to know the relationship between what 
the City is paying and the wholesale cost.   
 
Ms. Goldman asked how long it has been since the City has had two bidders.  
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes answered that it was 2005.  What is unusual is that one 



BOARD OF WORKS MINUTES, DECEMBER 9, 2008, CONTINUED 

 
609 West Navajo Street • West Lafayette IN  47906-1995 • (765) 775-5150 • Fax (765) 775-5159 • email: clerk@westlafayette.in.gov 

All Board of Works Agendas, Minutes, and documents are available at http://www.box.net/shared/60q5e63h4x by clicking  
on the date of the Board of Works meeting.  Agendas and minutes only are available at http://www.westlafayette.in.gov. 

 
page 3 of 8 

bidder services Lafayette, and another bidder is the only bidder in West 
Lafayette.   
 
The motion was adopted. 

 
C. SRF Payment Requests and Related Listings – WWTU 

1. Payment Request No. 27 – $67,472 to Wessler & Associates for Engineering 
Services – Digester Renovation Project 
2. Payment Request No. 85 – $1,411 to Greeley and Hansen for Engineering 
Services – Western Sanitary Sewer Interceptor-Division III Project 
 
Wastewater Utility Director Henderson presented the two SRF Payment 
Requests, No. 27 for engineering fees and the operations manual that 
Wastewater Solutions is developing, and No. 85 to Greeley and Hansen for 
engineering fees related to Phase III of the Western Sanitary Sewer Project. 
 
Ms. Goldman moved that the SRF Payment Requests be approved.  Mr. Marley 
seconded the motion.   
 
Wastewater Utility Director Henderson reported that he had investigated the 
payment to Infrastructure Systems, Inc. [$55,218.92] for Bar Barry Lift Station 
which Mr. Marley had questioned last week.  The payment didn’t make last 
week’s claim run, but is in the claim run this week.  It is the final payment, punch-
list items have been addressed and everything is operating properly.  Mr. Marley 
asked for confirmation that this payment was from the Improvement Fund.  Mr. 
Henderson confirmed that it is, and the EPA grant match is for 39% on this.  Mr. 
Marley asked if there were another one in the claims for Green Meadows.  Mr. 
Henderson responded that there is, also to ISI. 
 
The motion was adopted. 

 
  3.  Listings [no action required] 

  a. Digester Renovation SRF Payments Listing 
  b. Western Interceptor SRF Payments Listing 
  c. WWTU Project Payments 

 
D. Contract:  O.W. Krohn & Associates – Financial Advisor Services – WWTU 

Wastewater Utility Director Henderson announced that he would like to make 
some changes to the budgeting in the Utility, to incorporate the additional 
environmental services activities, and possibly revamp the chart of accounts.  
O.W. Krohn & Associates would assist in this effort. 
 
Ms. Goldman moved that the request be approved.  Mr. Marley seconded the 
motion.   
 
Mr. Marley asked for clarification between Crowe Chizek and O.W. Krohn, 
whether this was a different consultation.  Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes answered that 
the engagement with Crowe Chizek was to prepare the annual review, which 
included the capital plan.  In conversations with that firm, the task is completed, 
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and a bill will be submitted.  The City has a need for immediate services for 
review of the accounting practices in the Utility, specifically the year-end close in 
preparation for the audit.  She said that she and Mr. Henderson concluded that 
the services can be most effectively and cost efficiently provided by O.W. Krohn 
& Associates.  Mr. Marley asked whether there would be any reliance on the 
Crowe report.  Ms. Rhodes indicated that they would rely on the report that was 
prepared by Crowe, as well as the work previously done by Umbaugh. Mr. 
Marley asked about the nature of accounting services provided by financial 
advisors such as Crowe and O.W. Krohn compared to an audit. Ms. Rhodes 
explained that no private accounting firm is allowed to provide audit services to 
the WWTU except the State Board of Accounts. The Crowe report was an 
informational compilation and review based on utility documents and previously-
audited financial statements. Private accounting firms assist the City in 
investigation, evaluating, and providing informational reports but they are not 
performing the audit function. These kinds of reports are used differently than 
audit reports.  Auditors set levels of materiality that are normally much higher 
than management would find acceptable for internal control or accuracy in the 
accounts of the Wastewater Utility. 
 
Ms. Goldman asked if there were a budget for a schedule of estimated hours 
necessary.  Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes answered that there is none at this point, 
but that she and Mr. Henderson will review the project with OW Krohn to break 
the project into parts.  After that, estimates of the individual tasks will be provided 
to the Board.   
 
Mr. Marley asked about Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes’ experience with the Krohn firm.  
Ms. Rhodes indicated that O.W. Krohn & Associates has extensive experience 
with utility accounting, and are particularly effective in having their staff work with 
City and Utility staff to review and setup accounting and reporting systems.  Of 
particular need are management reports for Mr. Henderson and the Board.  
Mayor Dennis added that he had worked with the firm this year, and they can 
synthesize accounting data into a format that’s easily understood. 
 
Ms. Goldman asked if the firm has a history of responding in a timely manner.  
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes and City Attorney Burns said that they do.  Ms. Rhodes 
said that, as a small city, West Lafayette needs quick response, and based on 
experience with them, O.W. Krohn & Associates will be responsive. 
 
City Attorney Burns said that he has worked with five or six firms previously, but 
not with O.W. Krohn & Associates.  He has been impressed with their timeliness 
and work product. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
 

E. Contract:  Wastewater Solutions, Inc. – Wastewater Operator Training 2009 – 
WWTU 

Wastewater Utility Director Henderson presented the proposal from Wastewater 
Solutions for the annual training.  Cities throughout the State who are in trouble 
with IDEM often have deficiencies in operator training.  West Lafayette 
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understands how important it is to protect the public health and the environment, 
and Mr. Henderson supports annual operator training. 
 
Ms. Goldman moved that the contract be approved.  Mr. Marley seconded the 
motion.  The motion was adopted. 

 
F. Greenway Easement Agreement: Aldi (Indiana) L.P. – Development 

Director of Development Poole presented the greenway easement agreement 
between Aldi’s and the City of West Lafayette.  This contract represents one 
more step in the process to build the Aldi’s store.  Aldi’s will build the trail 
extension from Clayton Street to the frontage road.  The company will build the 
trail to the City’s specifications and will maintain it.  This will allow the City to 
have a trail connection through, but also allows Aldi’s to move forward on their 
development plans for the site. 
 
City Attorney Burns was involved in the matter, and feels that the easement does 
what the City needs to have done. 
 
Parks Superintendent Payne said essentially they’re replacing the old trail spur 
with a new piece, and making a better fit their development.  The Park Board is 
satisfied. 
 
Ms. Goldman asked if it were still a walking path, not for vehicles.  Mr. Payne 
responded that the trail is for pedestrians and bicycles. 
 
Mr. Poole said that they had worked with Aldi’s, to ensure that the turning radius 
allows Aldi trucks to make turns without having to cross the trail. 
 
Ms. Goldman moved that the greenway easement be approved.  Mr. Marley 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted. 
 

G. Warranty Deeds: Salisbury Street Safety Improvements Phase 2 Project – 
Engineering 

1.  Parcel 02: J.C. Bower Properties, LLC – 0.31 acres  
2.  Parcel 07: Seth R. Begley – 0.05 acres 
3.  Parcel 18: Leonard E. Pursell and Roberta H. Pursell – 0.02 acres 
 
City Engineer Buck requested that the Board accept the warranty deeds for 
Parcels, 02, 07, and 18 on the Salisbury Street Safety Improvements Phase 2 
Project.  The price is the appraised amount for each. 
 
Mr. Marley moved that the request be approved.  Ms. Goldman seconded the 
motion.  The motion was adopted. 

 
H. Change Order: Atlas Excavating – Happy Hollow Storm Sewer 2008 Project – 
Engineering 

City Engineer Buck presented the first change order for the storm sewer 
installation work that was done in Happy Hollow Park and at Happy Hollow 
School north of Rose Street.  This adds about 580 cubic yards [$6,343.70] of B-



BOARD OF WORKS MINUTES, DECEMBER 9, 2008, CONTINUED 

 
609 West Navajo Street • West Lafayette IN  47906-1995 • (765) 775-5150 • Fax (765) 775-5159 • email: clerk@westlafayette.in.gov 

All Board of Works Agendas, Minutes, and documents are available at http://www.box.net/shared/60q5e63h4x by clicking  
on the date of the Board of Works meeting.  Agendas and minutes only are available at http://www.westlafayette.in.gov. 

 
page 6 of 8 

Borrow material, basically sand, used to bed the new pipe.  Existing material 
could not be used.  A future change order will deduct about $10,000 from the 
original bid amount that was not needed for fence, pipes and stone in the 
quantity estimated in the original bid. Engineering is on site now, trying to provide 
access to the landslide area from a different route that dovetails with a future trail 
project, but also is simpler and cleaner for the contractor, minimizing the impact 
of the finished work, stabilizing the steep slopes.   
 
Mayor Dennis asked if the slide was still occurring.  Mr. Buck reported that a tree 
fell last week, but that no power lines were hit.  There is no active water or 
erosion through the area, the water has all been diverted.  There is some 
erosion, but much more slowly, and only due to direct rainfall.  
 
Ms. Goldman moved that the change order be approved.  Mr. Marley seconded 
the motion.  The motion was adopted. 
 

I. Application for Payment No. 1: Atlas Excavating – Happy Hollow Storm Sewer 
Project – Engineering 

City Engineer Buck said this payment would pay for the majority of the work on 
the Happy Hollow Storm Sewer Project.  There is a retainage of $7,342.75 
withheld.  The amount includes the $6,343.70 for the B-Borrow mentioned in the 
last item.  The net amount is $135,265.75. 
 
Ms. Goldman moved that the application for payment be approved.  Mr. Marley 
seconded the motion.   
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes asked Mr. Buck if this application would appear with a 
claim for a disbursement. Mr. Buck said that it would be submitted as claim 
through the WWTU at another time.  
 
Ms. Goldman asked if the net $4,000 decrease would come out of the retainage.  
Mr. Buck responded that the decrease would be for unused quantities, and in 
effect, it would come from retainage, but that there will probably be some 
additions as a part of Change Order No.2.   
 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes asked if the application for payment could be approved 
with the claim, that this be considered for information only.  City Engineer Buck 
said it could be.   
 
Mayor Dennis asked if the item needed to be tabled.  City Attorney Burns 
responded that the application for payment could be approved now, or approved 
when the claim is processed as part of the claim run next week. 
  
Ms. Goldman moved that the claim be processed next week.  Mr. Marley 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 
 

J. Contract:  Fast Eddie’s Car Wash – Vehicle Cleaning Agreement – Police 
Police Chief Dombkowski presented the contract with Fast Eddie’s, noting that 
the payments are quarterly, and that this is the same agreement that was in 
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place in 2008 for the same price for 2009.  He said that there are 44 vehicles, 
including parking control scooters, pickup trucks, and the SWAT vehicle.  It does 
also interior vacuuming. 
 
Ms. Goldman asked if the contract was for more vehicles for the same price.  
Chief Dombkowski answered that there were a few more vehicles this year than 
last year for the same price. 
 
Mayor Dennis asked if Fast Eddie’s handles hazardous waste.  Chief 
Dombkowski replied that this is on a case-by-case basis.  There is a premium 
paid in some situations. 
 
Mr. Marley pointed out that the cost is a good deal for the City, $18 a unit. 
 
Ms. Goldman moved that the contract be approved.  Mr. Marley seconded the 
motion.  The motion was adopted. 
 

K. Contract: Indiana State Department of Toxicology – Evidentiary Breath Test 
Instrument Maintenance Program – Police 

Police Chief Dombkowski presented the contract, noting that the Department is 
required to enter into this contract, since it maintains a breath test instrument.  By 
law, only the Indiana Department of Toxicology can service the instrument, for so 
that results can be certified in courts.  This is an annual agreement, which did not 
increase from last year.  The machine is serviced every six months. 
 
Ms. Goldman moved that the contract be approved.  Mr. Marley seconded the 
motion.  The motion was adopted. 
 

L. Claims 
1. AP Docket $    2,049.87
2. AP Docket 89,585.24
3. AP Docket 2,600.69
4. AP Docket 293,463.53
5. PR Docket 317,226.02  
6. PR Docket 12,212.73  
 
Ms. Goldman moved that the claims be approved.  Mr. Marley seconded the 
motion.   
 
► Mr. Marley asked about the Happy Hollow Parking Lot expense of $1,616.00, 
whether the contractor for Indiana-American Water was paying for the lot, 
because they needed the space for employee parking.  Parks Superintendent 
Payne answered that Parks paid for geotech fiber to be placed underneath the 
stone.  Bowen Engineering did all the work, and Parks paid for half the cost of 
the stone. 
 
Mayor Dennis added that the lot will be part of the trail system.  Mr. Payne said 
there would be part of a trail and a future shelter at that location. 
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Ms. Goldman asked if people would be able to park there, once the project is 
done, because a sign currently restricts parking to Bowen employees.  Mr. Payne 
said that enforcement is not stringent. 
 
City Attorney Burns questioned how long the project is to continue.  Mr. Payne 
answered that it is to be finished this winter.  He added that Bowen has been 
very cooperative, because the company has made modifications in their work to 
help the trail project, including relocating a manhole and special draining. 
 
►Ms. Goldman asked about the payment to Vermont Systems, Inc. for 
$3,252.00.  Parks Superintendent Payne replied that Vermont Systems provides 
the RecTrac software program for registrations for Parks classes.  This was an 
annual service contract, an IT expense. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
 

M.  Other Items 
1. Director of Development Poole reported that the Christmas Parade and bonfire 
events were successful.  While it was cold, there was a storyteller in Tapawingo 
Park, and there were at least 500 people in the park.   
 
2.  Wastewater Utility Director Henderson provided the Board with a letter from 
Richard Huyck, the WWTU laboratory consultant.  Mr. Huyck found the staff to be 
quite capable.  He will return in the spring to do a pre-audit of the laboratory, 
before the Indiana Water Environment Association annual audit visit.  Mr. 
Henderson is hoping to be presented a laboratory award at the state conference.  
This year, the Utility was presented a safety award, which the City has been 
awarded nine out of the last eleven years. 
 
3.  City Engineer Buck mentioned that Engineering is working on a Safe Routes 
to School projects.  Next week, the Board will receive proposals from consultants 
through the INDOT on-line RFP process.  This on-line process is used when 
there are federal funds involved.  The project will be a master plan for Safe 
Routes to School in West Lafayette. 
 
Mr. Buck also noted that an RFP for construction engineering and inspection will 
be necessary for Sycamore Lane Traffic Calming and Sidewalk Project.  This will 
be done in January. 

 
4.  Street Commissioner Downey reported that leaf pickup north of Lindberg and 
west of Northwestern has been completed.  They will make one more pass south 
of Lindberg to Meridian, hoping to clean up the campus area on December 20, 
weather permitting. 
 

 
V.  ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Ms. Goldman moved that the 
meeting be adjourned, and Mayor Dennis adjourned the meeting. 

 




