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CITY OF WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY 

MINUTES 
 

AUGUST 12, 2008 
11:00 a.m. 

City Hall Lower Level Conference Room 
 

 
Members present were Susan K. Goldman, Bradley W. Marley, and Mayor John R. Dennis, who 
presided.   
 
 

I. PRE-CAUCUS 
Agenda items were discussed among Board members and Department Heads. 
 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 August 5, 2008, Meeting 

Ms. Goldman moved to accept the minutes of the August 5, 2008, Board of Works 
meeting.  Mr. Marley seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted. 

 
 

III. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Certification of Eligibility List for West Lafayette Police Department – Police Merit 
Commission [PMC Attorney Brooks] 

Police Merit Commission Attorney Brooks explained that Police Merit law requires that 
the Merit Commission rank people who are eligible applicants, and that list must be 
certified to the Safety Board.  These are confidential records.  The Police Chief does 
not know where they rank.  The Police Merit Commission certified the listing at its 
meeting last night [August 11].  Mr. Brooks presented the listing and certification in 
sealed envelopes to the Board members.  Additionally, a sealed envelope was 
provided to the Clerk-Treasurer for the Board of Works file.   
 
Ms. Goldman moved that the Police Department Eligibility List be accepted.  Mr. 
Marley seconded the motion.   
 
Ms. Goldman asked if the Merit Commission ranked the names on the list.  Mr. Brooks 
responded that the Commission does list the names in rank order.  When there is a 
vacancy in the Police Department, the Chief asks the Merit Commission for a name, 
and the top name is provided to the Chief.  At that point, several steps are taken, 
including a background investigation; if the individual passes, a conditional offer of 
employment is made.  Mr. Marley mentioned that several names have been on the list 
for two years.  Mr. Brooks answered that the certification of the listing has never been 
done before, so the beginning of the two-year period for the names to stay on the list 
begins today. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
 

Subject to approval at the August 19, 2008, Board of Works meeting. 

Internet
Text Box
                                     Approved at the August 19, 2008, Board of Works meeting.
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After the Board reviewed the listing, they passed their packets to Human Resources 
Director Foster who will retain those in a confidential file.   

 
B. Addendum #2: Butler Fairman & Seufert – Phase 3 of GIS Update – $8,800 – WWTU 

Wastewater Utility Director Henderson presented an addendum to the June 19, 2007, 
contract with Butler Fairman & Seufert [BFS] for GIS updating of the stormwater outfall 
map, in compliance with IDEM Phase 2 Stormwater Regulations.  Mr. Ryan Smith of 
BFS was present, to answer questions. 
 
Mr. Marley moved that Addendum with Butler Fairman & Seufert be approved.  Ms. 
Goldman seconded the motion.   
 
Mayor Dennis asked how the mapping process is done.  Mr. Ryan Smith [BFS] 
responded that field locations are primarily done with GPS.  Tree-covered areas are 
done with traditional survey methods.  Manholes and catchbasins are sometimes 
opened to take measurements.   
 
Ms. Goldman asked Mr. Henderson what the benefit of the mapping was.  Mr. 
Henderson answered that knowing the locations of the Utility’s structures and pipes is 
necessary for asset-recording purposes, and the stormwater part of it is required with 
the IDEM general permit.  He added that having this information as part of CityView 
makes this information available to City departments. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
 

C. Contract: eGov Strategies, LLC – City Website Development and Implementation – 
$38,779.33 – Mayor 

Mayor Dennis noted that updating the City website has been discussed in the past.  
The website will be more intuitive, easier to navigate, and should make access to City 
information electronic and easier.  Additionally, eventually Parks and other 
departments will be tied in, making it possible to register or pay bills via the web.  City 
Attorney Burns has reviewed the contract.   
 
Ms. Goldman moved that the contract with eGov Strategies be approved.  Mr. Marley 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted. 

 
 D. Change Order #1:  Bexley Sidewalk Project – Fairfield Contractors – Deduct of 
 $469.55 –  Engineering 

City Engineer Buck presented Change Order #1, reflecting a $469.55 deduct from the 
original quote of $38,399.40. The quote was given to Fairfield Contractors for 
sidewalks in the Bexley-Chelsea-Ravinia area, to be completed in conjunction with 
work that Indiana-American Water Company was doing.  Some of the hazardous 
sidewalk locations and trip hazards were not being touched by the water utility, but 
areas that were okay were being replaced, because that is where the waterline was.  
To make sense of everything, the Engineering Department put a quote package 
together and tried to make a complete restoration of the sidewalks in that area, and 
actually were able to work with homeowners and add some additional sidewalks and 
improve a bus stop location near the High School.  The change order is a balancing of 
the quantities that were originally estimated, making the new amount $37,929.85. 
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Ms. Goldman moved that Change Order #1 be approved.  Mr. Marley seconded the 
motion.  The motion was adopted. 

 
 E. SRF Payment Request and Related Listings – WWTU 

1. Payment Request No. 80 – $8,277 to Greeley and Hansen for Western Sanitary 
 Sewer Interceptor-Division III – Design Services 

  2.  Listings [no action required] 
      a. Western Interceptor SRF Payment Listing 
       b. WWTU Project Payments 

Wastewater Utility Director Henderson presented SRF Payment Request No. 80 to 
Greeley and Hansen for preliminary groundwork for Phase III portion of the Western 
Sanitary Sewer Interceptor. 
 
Mr. Marley moved that the SRF Payment Request be approved.  Ms. Goldman 
seconded the motion.   
 
Mayor Dennis remarked that the Board is becoming more familiar with the listings, and 
the spreadsheets are better and easy to understand.  
 
The motion was adopted. 

 
F. Claims 

 
 

Mr. Marley moved that the claims be approved.  Ms. Goldman seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. Marley asked about the Yeager Road Reconstruction for $8,959, whether that 
payment was made from the Sagamore Parkway TIF.  City Engineer Buck responded 
that it was, that the payment, to American Structurepoint, is for the design of Yeager 
Road between Northwestern and Sagamore Parkway.  It is a federal aid project, so the 
City will be reimbursed through INDOT for 80% of the cost.  Mr. Marley questioned how 
filings for reimbursements are tracked.  Mr. Buck answered that his office keeps a 
spreadsheet, noting each claim and completing the blanks on the form, whether funded 
with TIF or other funds.  Mr. Buck signs the invoice for payment and the reimbursement 
claim at the same time, so that the payment claim to INDOT is nearly automatic. 
 
Mr. Marley asked about the $296 payment for a cell phone for the Police.  Police Chief 
Dombkowski responded that this was equipment and licensing and does not reflect 
$100 rebate from Motorola. 
 
Ms. Goldman questioned the Baker & Daniels invoice for $1,760.  Clerk-Treasurer 
Rhodes answered that her budget is paying this.  Ms. Rhodes said that this was for 
legal research related to pension relief, use of the Rainy Day Fund for pension funds 
that were no longer needed, and the research related to new legislation related to 
annexation appeals.  The three issues were somewhat interrelated, and with the 
approval of the City Attorney, she was able to get some advice from Baker & Daniels. 
 

  AP Docket $472,240.59 



BOARD OF WORKS MINUTES, AUGUST 12, 2008, CONTINUED 
 

 
609 West Navajo Street • West Lafayette IN  47906-1995 • (765) 775-5150 • Fax (765) 775-5159 • email: clerk@westlafayette.in.gov 

All Board of Works Agendas, Minutes, and documents are available on the Home Page at http://www.westlafayette.in.gov  
or by going to http://public.box.net/clerk and clicking on the date of the Board of Works meeting. 

 
page 4 of 5 

Mr. Marley asked about payments to the Lafayette Crisis Center [$667] and Lafayette 
Transitional Housing [$2,875].  Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes responded that the Crisis 
Center payment is a part of the City Services budget.  The City has an agreement that 
is approved annually by the Board of Works, and is paid monthly.  The payment to 
Lafayette Transitional Housing is from CDBG funds.  Director of Development Poole 
said these are funds through CDBG and the social services component is allocated by 
Development, with input from the Community Development Advisory Committee and 
the Council. 
 
Mr. Marley questioned the payment to Reiling Teder & Schrier, whether the Weida, Liu, 
and Bowden are still an issue.  City Attorney Burns answered that these cases are all 
on appeal.  Ms. Goldman asked if the City could recover legal fees, if the City prevails 
in the cases.  Mr. Burns indicated that there would be an option for the City to attempt 
to collect those under certain circumstances. 
 
Mr. Marley asked about the payment for United Way withholding.  Clerk-Treasurer 
Rhodes responded that those are employee deductions to support United Way. 
 
The motion was adopted. 

 
 G. For Board Information Only [no action required] 

  Acceptance of Quote: Indian Trail/Huron Sewer Repair – WWTU  
Wastewater Utility Director Henderson reported that he accepted the quote from A & K    
Construction for $16,200, which was the low quote.   
 

H. Request for Street Closure:  Columbia Street – Parks 
Parks Superintendent Payne requested closing part of Columbia Street from 
Fleischhauer’s [Chauncey Square] garage entryway east to Salisbury Street on Friday, 
August 29, from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., and on Saturday, August 30, from 7:30 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m. for Global Fest.   
 

  Ms. Goldman moved to approve the request.  Mr. Marley seconded the motion.  The 
  motion was adopted. 

 
I. Other  
 1. Fire Chief Drew provided and update on the request from the Purdue Cycling Club 

brought to last week’s Board of Works meeting.  The Club has withdrawn its request. 
 
 2. Parks Superintendent Payne reported that the pool closes this week, so their 

seasonal employees will be finished. 
 

3. Director of Development Poole stated that the Burnham’s building is cleaned out and 
the fence is around the property. 
 
4. Police Chief Dombkowski reminded those present that West Lafayette schools begin 
tomorrow, and extra Police will be in the school zones.  Speed boards are up in the 
Cumberland school zone and on Salisbury, in front of Happy Hollow, to remind drivers 
to slow down.  The posted speed limit in school zones is 20 m.p.h., when flashers are 
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on.  In addition, he reported that Boiler Gold Rush begins Monday, August 18, and 
Purdue classes begin August 25. 
 
5. Wastewater Utility Director Henderson reported that the Digester Project main 
building floor is being poured and should be finished by Thursday. 
 
6. City Engineer Buck told the Board that the bid opening for the 2008 ADA Sidewalk 
Spot Repair and Universal Access Ramp Project scheduled for next week’s meeting 
[August 19] would be delayed until August 26, as the Journal and Courier did not 
advertise the bid as requested.  He also updated the Board about the Swiss Project at 
the former K-Mart site.  The Engineering Department did issue the Erosion 
Control/Stormwater Permit, to begin grading work.  The silt fence is in position, and 
some of their other erosion control measures are in place for the construction period.  
They are doing a lot of recycling of materials, including pavement recycling.  The Area 
Plan Commission will likely approve the last steps of the formalized commercial 
subdivision process for this project in the next week or two.  There is a lot of activity 
there, including the cutting down of trees that were planned to be cut down.  Those 
trees will be replaced. 
 
Mr. Marley asked about the status of the Champion’s Centre project.  Mr. Buck 
responded that the plans have been reviewed through the Engineering Department, 
and the developer is taking the next steps through the Planned Development process.  
They have to record a set of final detailed plans for the hotel and condominium 
building.  They are making some changes to them with the architect, and the next step 
should be happening soon.  The hotel is anxious to get started on the foundation.  
Once that process is done, Engineering can issue a foundation or building permit, to 
get started on the footings.  The Planned Development process has many up-front 
design requirements that have to be finalized. 
 
Mayor Dennis asked for a motion and second to change the bid opening date for the 
2008 ADA Sidewalk Spot Repair and Universal Access Ramp Project.  Ms. Goldman 
made the motion.  Mr. Marley seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted. 
 
7.  Street Commissioner Downey mentioned that school flashers are ready, and that 
the Sanitation Department is spending an extra hour or so on trash, and once the 
students move in, there will be more hours spent on trash pick up.  Mayor Dennis 
asked if there were heavier pickup when the students move in or move out.  Mr. 
Downey answered that it was before the move-ins, as the preparation of apartments 
before the move-ins generates a lot of trash. 
 

 
IV.  ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Marley moved that the 
meeting be adjourned.  Mayor Dennis adjourned the meeting. 

 
 

 




