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BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY MINUTES  
July 25, 2006 

 
 
 
 
The Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of West Lafayette, Indiana met in regular 
session in the Board of Works Room at City Hall on July 25, 2006, at 11:00 a.m.  Present 
were Janet L. Broyles, Gilbert T. Satterly, and Mayor Mills, who presided.  
 
Take-Home Vehicle List 
Clerk-Treasurer’s Administrative Assistant Thayer-Copeland said on June 2, you approved 
the Take-Home Vehicle Policy.  Now I have the Take-Home Vehicle List which you have 
reviewed and for which we seek your approval. 
 
Ms. Broyles said I move we approve the Take-Home Vehicle List as presented.  Motion was 
seconded by Mr. Satterly, and the vote was AYE. 
 
Contract:  Van Ausdall and Farrar – Annual Maintenance – Clerk-Treasurer 
Clerk-Treasurer’s Administrative Assistant Thayer-Copeland said I'd like to ask for approval of 
the annual maintenance contract for the recording/transcribing unit such as the one we’re 
using.  This was the only machine not covered by a maintenance contract, and we feel that it 
is better to spend a little money to avoid having to spend lots of money. 
 
Ms. Broyles said I move we approve the maintenance contract with Van Ausdall and Farrar 
for the recording/transcribing unit.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Satterly, and the vote was 
AYE. 
 
Increase in Wages: Driver/Collector/Processors Robert Pippenger and Daniel Sanders - 
Sanitation 
Public Works Director Downey said I ask for Board approval for increases for Robert 
Pippenger and Daniel Sanders to be effective July 31.  Their current rate is $1,186.65, and 
the new rate will be $1,320.00.  Mr. Pippenger has worked for us since last October, and Mr. 
Sanders began work in February.  This is within the salary ordinance. 
 
Ms. Broyles said I move we approve the salary increases for Robert Pippenger and Daniel 
Sanders, effective July 31, 2006, from $1,186.65 to $1,320.00.  Motion was seconded by Mr. 
Satterly, and the vote was AYE. 
 
Contract: Wessler and Associates – Smoke Testing in Green Meadows – WWTU 
Public Works Director Downey said last week I brought for your information the contract with 
Wessler and Associates for smoke testing the sewers in the Green Meadows area.  We 
televised and cleaned the sewers in the Green Meadows area, but there is still clear water in 
the sanitary sewer.  In November of last year, and we have found some cracks and we have 
found some bad spots in there, and we are attempting to repair those now, but we don’t have 
smoke testing equipment and, of course, we don’t have the manpower to continue working on 
the line and test this at the same time.  We do have the equipment to televise it, which we 
have done, and we do have the equipment to clean it, which we have done.  And that’s how 
we found some defects in the line.  I still want more evidence of what we might need to do, 
rather than just doing individual repairs.  We may just want to bite the bullet and slip line it 
with InstaFoam or some other manufacturer and re-line the manholes.  I know in the past, I’ve 
dug up manholes and raised those, so some of that line goes right down next to the drainage 
ditch.  From Wake Robin and Newman Road, it’ll go right down that swale in there, down 
towards the lift station, and sucked in a lot of water, and we raised most of those manholes 
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anywhere from two to five feet and resealed the outside of them, and put in new castings on 
top of them and sealed those down, and that did cut out a lot of water, but I think we still need 
to find some more.  I almost think that there’s a cross-connection somewhere.  I really do 
believe it.  When we get a rain, that is one reason why it surcharges at the lift station, that is 
one reason why we want to redo the lift station, which we have under contract with Greeley 
and Hansen.  The design on that should be shortly.  I recommend that proposal be approved 
by the Board. 
 
Mayor Mills said and every homeowner is going to get a notice and a map, correct? 
 
Public Works Director Downey said yes.  Well, I don’t know about the map, but— 
 
Mayor Mills said but the notice. 
 
Public Works Director Downey said they will be notified— 
 
Mr. Marty Wessler [Wessler and Associates] said we’ll put the notices on the doors. 
 
Public Works Director Downey said and we will make arrangements with that.  Mr. Wessler is 
here somewhere. 
 
Mr. Wessler said yes, I’m right here.  Actually, the area is out here, the Green Meadows area. 
 The lift station is back down over here, but it would be manhole inspections and smoke 
testing. David [Public Works Director Downey] was talking about this line that comes down 
that comes down, this swale right here and comes back into the lift station itself.  And then the 
whole area out here is what we’ll be looking at.  With me are Kim Boner and Sarah Martin.  
They’re our interns this summer from Purdue, and they’re going to be, along with a couple of 
our engineers from our Indianapolis office, they will be out there, actually later this week, 
distributing, going door-to-door, with the handouts and put a notice in the paper. 
 
Mayor Mills said good. 
 
Mr. Wessler said so that people are aware of what’s going to be going on.  We can get 
started next week. 
 
Mayor Mills said any questions? 
 
Mr. Satterly said so we need to approve the—? 
 
Public Works Director Downey said yes. 
 
Mr. Satterly said I move we approve the contract between Wessler and the City to inspect 
approximately 206 accessible manholes, perform smoke testing of the sanitary sewer 
subsystem, approximately 44,600 lineal feet, analyze the sources of inflow and provide 
breakdown of public and private sources of inflow, and prepare a preliminary engineering 
report, which will include seven items as listed in the proposal, and review the preliminary 
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report with the owner.  Compensation is to be estimated $35,000 to $39,000, not to exceed 
$39,000.  Motion was seconded by Ms. Broyles, and the vote was AYE. 
 
Mayor Mills said thank you.  Thank you for being here to answer our questions. 
 
Mr. Wessler said no problem. 
 
Information for Board and Public: Drive Carefully in Salisbury Street Construction Zone – 
Engineering 
City Engineer Buck said I have no business items, but I would like to remind everybody to 
drive carefully through the construction zone along Salisbury Street. 
 
Mayor Mills said I would second that, because certainly there are people who are not slowing 
down, and we have workers right there next to the travel lanes. 
 
City Engineer Buck said barrels are getting hit. 
 
Mayor Mills said yes, they are getting hit.  Thank you. 
 
Amended Agreement: Indiana Finance Authority – 2004 and 2006 Bonds for WWTU Digester 
Improvement Project – City Attorney    
City Attorney Bauman said we recently closed on the State Revolving Fund Loan bonds for 
2006, to fund the Digester Improvement Project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  In 
connection with that, the State has requested us to enter into an amended Financial 
Assistance Agreement.  The State Revolving Fund, of course, provides below market rate 
financing, which has saved West Lafayette ratepayers literally millions of dollars over the 
years as we make necessary improvements to the Wastewater system.  They have 
requested us to enter into an amended agreement, basically to cover two items.  One is the 
Daniels administration has reorganized some of the activities of State government, and this 
program before went through the Indiana Bond Bank.  It now goes through the new Indiana 
Finance Authority, and so the agreement changes that.  Also, the agreement specifically 
details items related to the 2006 bond issue, including the repayment schedule, and a 
description of the various portions of the digester project.  In addition to the digester project, 
this will provide standby power so that it will meet State requirements and prevent the 
Treatment Plant from losing its ability to treat waste in a power outage.  Importantly, part of 
the digester project is maximizing methane generation and using that methane in two ways, 
to provide energy to the Treatment Plant and, again, save operating costs in the future, and 
that is by heating the digesters and by providing cogeneration of electric power for the 
Treatment Plant.  So, with that, I would request that you approve this amended agreement.  
We’ll be submitting it for the Council approval as well. 
 
Ms. Broyles said I move that we approve the ordinance to amend the previous bond 
ordinance to approve a new financial assistance agreement for the 2006 State Revolving 
Fund bonds.  This is concerning the West Lafayette Wastewater 2006 SRF bond for the 
digester project, changing the name of the State entity to the Indiana Finance Authority and 
including specifics of the 2006 SRF bonds.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Satterly, and the 
vote was AYE. 
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Agreement: Expression of Interest in the Formation of the Tippecanoe County Governmental 
Insurance Trust – Mayor 
Mayor Mills said I bring today an agreement, expression of interest in the formation of the 
Tippecanoe County Government Insurance Trust.  We’ve talked about this a little bit.  We are 
working with the City of Lafayette and the County to investigate forming an insurance trust of 
the three government entities to purchase insurance as a group.  This is a resolution to form 
that trust and to pay a portion of an agreement with Bose McKinney & Evans, to help us 
through that process.  We would be putting up a check for $7,500, as will Lafayette and the 
County.  I would like to move approval of the resolution expressing interest in the Tippecanoe 
County Government Insurance Trust. 
 
Mr. Satterly said this will be for health insurance? 
 
Mayor Mills said this will be for health insurance. 
 
Mr. Satterly said and other insurance also? 
 
Mayor Mills said no, we’re talking about health. 
 
Mr. Satterly said just health insurance. 
 
Mayor Mills said health insurance. 
 
Mr. Satterly said okay.  You moved, I’ll second. 
 
The vote to approve the agreement was AYE. 
 
Questions Regarding the WWTU Digester Project? 
Public Works Director Downey said if anybody has any questions about the digester project, 
Mr. Wessler is here.  He is one of the co-partners in designing that project. 
 
Claims 
Mayor Mills moved to approve the claims as submitted in five dockets in the following 
amounts: 

  Payroll $286,677.81
  Accounts Payable $177,424.69
  Accounts Payable $30,545.70
  Accounts Payable $3,838.57
  Accounts Payable $80,185.04

Motion was seconded by Mr. Satterly, and the vote was AYE. 
 
Minutes 
Mr. Satterly said I move we approve the minutes of the July 18, 2006, Board of Works 
meeting.  Motion was seconded by Ms. Broyles, and the vote was AYE. 
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Adjournment 
There being no further business at this time, Ms. Broyles moved for adjournment.  Motion 
was seconded by Mr. Satterly, and the vote was AYE. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________ ________________________________ 
Jan H. Mills, Mayor                    Judith C. Rhodes, Clerk-Treasurer 
Presiding Officer                                    Clerk of the Board 
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Taxable Auto Allowance 
 
Engineering Department   
David Buck City Engineer 03 Ford Taurus 
   
Department of Development   
Jesse C. Andrew III Director of Development 02 Ford Taurus 
   
Fire Department   
Brian Lancaster Fire Inspector 01 Ford Windstar 
   
Parks and Recreation   
Joe Payne Parks Superintendent 04 Chevy ½ ton 

Pickup Truck 
Pennie Ainsworth Asst. Parks Superintendent 02 Chevy Venture Van 
Chris Foley Recreation Director 01 Jeep Cherokee 
   
Street Department   
David Downey Street Commissioner 03 Ford Extended Cab 

Pickup Truck 
Dennis Steele Foreman/Equipment Operator 98 Ford Pickup Truck 
Donna VanMeter Foreman/Equipment Operator 02 Dodge Durango 

SUV 
Paul Kull Mechanic/Equipment 

Operator 
01 Ford Pickup Truck 

   
Wastewater Treatment Utility   
Mark Moore Instrumentation/Data Process 

Supervisor 
04 Ford F150 
Supercab Truck 

John Poore Maintenance Supervisor 01 Ford F250 Ford 
Pickup Truck with plow

Victor VanAllen Collection System/GIS 
Supervisor 

95 Chevrolet C1500 
Pickup Truck 

   
Special Purpose Vehicles   
Fire Department   
Phil Drew Fire Chief 96 Ford Taurus 
   
Police Department   
Dan Marvin Police Chief 00 Chevy Impala 
John Walker Deputy Police Chief 01 Ford Explorer 
Michael Francis Captain of Patrol/Data 

Management 
01 Ford Taurus 

Christopher Leroux Captain of Special Services 98 Crown Victoria 
Scott Fohr Lieutenant of Investigations 01 Chevy Impala 



TAKE HOME VEHICLE LIST FOR 2006 

F:\WORD\Vehicles--Take Home Memos, etc\2006 Vehicle Take Home List.doc                                                                                       printed 7/20/2006 
page 2 of 2 

Troy Harris Sergeant of Investigations 01 Ford Crown Victoria
Cindy Marion Investigator/First Class 01 Chevy Impala 
Fred Townsend Investigator/First Class 96 Chevy Blazer 
Jeff Ray Investigator/First Class 01 Ford Crown Victoria
Gary Truax Investigator/Specialist 00 Ford Crown Victoria
Gary Sparger Lieutenant of Patrol 99 Ford Crown Victoria
Jason Dombkowski Lieutenant of Patrol 99 Ford Crown Victoria
William Gallagher Lieutenant of Patrol 02 Ford Crown Victoria
Kevin Flynn Sergeant of Patrol 03 Ford Crown Victoria
David Vanvactor Sergeant of Patrol 02 Ford Crown Victoria
 Sergeant of Patrol 00 Ford Crown Victoria
Marcus Slifer D.A.R.E. Officer 97 Ford Crown Victoria
Jeff Dunscomb K-9 Officer 97 Ford Crown Victoria
Nancee Hetrick DTF 97 Chevy Lumina 
 




