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  City of West Lafayette, Indiana 
Board of Public Works and Safety 

MINUTES 
 

JUNE 24, 2008 
11:00 a.m. 

City Hall Lower Level Conference Room 
 

 
Members present were Bradley W. Marley and Mayor John R. Dennis, who presided.  Member 
Susan K. Goldman was absent. 

 
 

I. PRE-CAUCUS 
Agenda items were discussed among Board members and Department Heads. 

 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A. June 18, 2008, Meeting 

Mr. Marley moved to approve the minutes of the June 18, 2008, Board of Works 
meeting.  Mayor Dennis seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted. 

 
 

III. OLD BUSINESS 
  A. Service Agreement: Koorsen Fire & Security – Inspection of Fire Alarm and  

 Detection Systems – WWTU 
Mayor Dennis said that he had requested this item to be tabled last week, as he 
thought the service could be provided in-house.  Fire Chief Drew reported that he 
had asked Fire Inspector Lancaster to investigate this matter, to see if there was 
a cost savings.  Inspector Lancaster said that he had talked to people at Purdue 
and investigated NFPA Standard Code 10.  A person has to be a certified 
technician to be able to examine fire extinguishers and to perform hydrostatic 
testing.  Only a few companies provide certification training. Once a person is 
certified to make these inspections, the equipment and chemicals to evaluate the 
hydrostats is $50,000 to $60,000.  The code requires fire extinguishers be looked 
at once a year, and hydrostats be checked every six years.  Mayor Dennis 
remarked that the process of doing these inspections in-house would be 
prohibitive. 
 
Mr. Marley moved that the service agreement be approved.  Mayor Dennis 
seconded the motion.   
 
Mayor Dennis said the amount is $1,870.  Wastewater Utility Director Henderson 
explained that the agreement covers testing the integrated fire detection system 
throughout the building, throughout the entire Wastewater Utility, in addition to 
testing the fire extinguishers.  Mayor Dennis asked if this were an ongoing 
contract.  Mr. Henderson responded that it was.  Fire Inspector Lancaster 
mentioned that Standard NFPA 72 requires an annual testing of the alarms by a 

Subject to approval at the July 1, 2008, Board of Works meeting. 

Internet
Text Box
                              Approved at the July 1, 2008, Board of Works meeting.
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certified technician, and every other year, the testing of the alarms for sensitivity 
is done.  City Attorney Burns reminded Mr. Henderson that the 30-day notice 
should include the revision that either side can terminate the contract within that 
notice period.  Mr. Henderson reported that Mr. Brian Fine of Koorsen has no 
problem with the change. 
 
The motion was adopted. 

 
 B.  Contract:  SunGard Public Sector – Mobile and Workstation Licenses – Police 

    This matter was tabled at the June 18, 2008, meeting, and was withdrawn at the 
 request of Police Chief Dombkowski. 

 
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Opening: Statement of Qualifications – Design Engineering, Right-of-Way 

Engineering, and Right-of-Way Services for Cumberland Avenue Reconstruction, 
Phase I – Engineering 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes read the names of the firms submitting statements of 
qualifications: 

 
  United Consulting 
  Vester and Associates, Inc. 
  Beam, Longest and Neff, L.L.C. 
  Butler, Fairman, and Seufert, Inc. 
  Hannum, Wagle & Cline Engineering 
  American Structurepoint, Inc. 
  Strand Associates, Inc. 
  The Schneider Corporation 
 

City Engineer Buck asked that the offerings be taken under advisement, and 
explained the review process. The Board, select department heads and 
Engineering staff will review each of the submissions, scoring and ranking each, 
so that the best proposal is selected. 
 
Mr. Marley moved that the proposals be taken under advisement.  Mayor Dennis 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted. 

 
B.  Promotion:  Stephen Nelson to Laboratory Manager - WWTU 

Wastewater Utility Director Henderson requested that Stephen Nelson be 
promoted to Laboratory Manager, noting that Mr. Nelson has been working as an 
operator at the Utility since 2005.  In response to a question from the Mayor as to 
the duties of the Laboratory Manager, Mr. Henderson explained that the position 
has responsibility for process control testing and data collection for reporting 
monthly to IDEM.  He added that Indiana does not require a manager to be 
laboratory certified, but that Mr. Nelson is a certified operator.   
 
Mr. Marley moved that Stephen Nelson be promoted to WWTU Laboratory 
Manager.  Mayor Dennis seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted. 
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C. Request for Street Closure: Indian Trail Drive North of Tecumseh, South to 
Lindberg – July 4, 2008, 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. – Wabash Shores 
Neighborhood Fourth of July Parade – Police  

 
 and 
 

D.  Request for Street Closure: Tapawingo Drive from Brown Street to State Street – 
July 19, 2008, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. – Dancing in the Streets – Police  

 
Police Chief Dombkowski mentioned that the Fourth of July Parade has been 
held before.  Police Captain Leroux noted that the children’s parade will be from 
about 10:00 a.m. to 10:30, from the Upper Room Church to Burtsfield.  The 
sponsoring group has requested that the Fire Department lead the parade with a 
fire truck. 
 
Chief Dombkowski reported that Dancing in the Streets has been held for several 
years.  The request is to close Tapawingo Drive, as was done for the Taste of 
Tippecanoe.  Captain Leroux said that the Dancing in the Streets Committee did 
notify the merchants in the area, and noted that Mr. Doug Anderson, Chairman of 
the Committee was present to answer any questions. 

 
Mr. Marley moved that both requests for street closure be approved.  Mayor 
Dennis seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. Marley commented that the snow fencing for Dancing in the Streets along 
Tapawingo blocked an accessibility ramp a couple of years ago.  Mr. Anderson 
said the set-up crew is aware of this and will make certain that access is 
preserved. 
 

 The motion to approve both street closures was adopted. 
 
E.  Claims 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Marley moved that the claims be approved.  Mayor Dennis seconded the 
motion.  The motion was adopted. 

 
F.  Other Items 
 1. City Engineer Buck reported that Fairfield Contractors have moved into the 
 Ravinia-Bexley-Chelsea neighborhood, working on sidewalk repairs. 
 
 2. Police Chief Dombkowski mentioned that red light cameras were in use 
 yesterday at Salisbury and Lindberg, as well as Stadium and University, to 
 capture data for red light violations and other traffic matters.  The cameras will be 

1. AP Docket $119,265.80
2. AP Docket $128,582.11
3. AP Docket $    1,627.95
4. PR Docket $292,583.02
5. PR Docket $  12,370.20
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 used again in the fall after students have returned.  Mayor Dennis asked if there 
 were any new information on the case in Hammond with red light cameras.  Chief 
 Dombkowski indicated that they are continuing to monitor it, but that there is no 
 additional information. 
 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Marley moved that 
the meeting be adjourned, and Mayor Dennis adjourned the meeting. 

 
 




