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CITY OF WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY 

MINUTES 
 

February 19, 2008 
11:00 A.M. 

City Hall Lower Level Conference Room 
 

 
I. PRE-CAUCUS 

Agenda items were discussed among Board members and Department Heads. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A. February 12, 2008, Meeting 
Ms. Goldman moved to accept the minutes of the February 12, 2008, Board of 
Works meeting.  Mr. Marley seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted. 
 

III. OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Bid Opening: WWTU Chemicals [Sodium Hypochlorite and Sodium Bisulfate] 
Public Works Director Downey explained that the sodium hypochlorite is used to 
disinfect water, and sodium bisulfite is used to take the chlorine out before it goes to 
the river.  These are used from March through November, per IDEM request. 
 
City Attorney Burns opened the bids and Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes read them aloud: 
 

 
 
Bidder 

49,000 gallons 
 Sodium Hypochlorite 

Price/Gal 

24,000 gallons 
 Sodium Bisulfite 

Price/Gal 
Brenntag Mid-South, Inc. $0.97 $1.095 
JCI Jones Chemicals, Inc. $0.76 for 3,000 to 3,999 gallons 

$0.73 for 4,000 gallons + 
$1.13 for 2,000 to 2,999 gallons 

$1.07 for 3,000 gallons + 
KA Steel Chemicals, Inc. $0.83    No Bid 
ALTIVIA Corp. $0.731 No Bid 
SAL Chemical $0.817 $1.335 
Alexander Chemical Corp. $0.825 + add’l charges $1.29 + add’l charges 

 
Mr. Marley asked if all the bids were in compliance.  City Attorney Burns replied that 
it was unclear. Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said no, it appears that none of them is.  
There are no bid forms and it appears that the companies are responding to a letter 
from the WWTU soliciting quotes, not to the Notice to Bidders.  City Attorney Burns 
said they would have to look at it, to determine whether these can be reviewed.  
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said she did not believe this purchase was required to be 
done as a bid. 
 
Mr. Marley moved to take these under advisement.  Ms. Goldman seconded the 
motion.  The motion was adopted. 

 
 
 
 

    Subject to approval at the February 26, 2008, Board of Works meeting. 

Internet
Text Box
                                                     Approved at the February 26, 2008, Board of Works meeting.
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B. Bid Opening: Street Department New 2008 Single-Axle Dump Truck  
Mayor Dennis asked if this were a rebid. Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes said the 
specifications were reworked and rebid.  Ms. Rhodes opened the bids and read them 
aloud: 
 

Bidder Bid Amount Add-ons 
Stoops Freightliner-Quality Trailer, Inc. $78,250 
  

$750 Airbrakes 
$2,358 9-ft body with 

KP-AZE 
Wiers International Trucks, Inc. $85,777 $320 Airbrakes 

$3,746 cross box 
behind cab 

 
Public Works Director Downey explained that the KP-AZE is the cross box or toolbox 
that sits behind the cab and the body.  This vehicle going to be more of a work truck 
than a salt truck, but it will be able to do both.  It will be lower than a regular spreader 
truck. 
 
Ms. Goldman made a motion to take these bids under advisement.  Mr. Marley 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
C. Quote Opening:  Fire Department Vehicle 
City Attorney Burns opened the bids and Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes read them aloud: 

 
 
Quoter 

 
 

Item Quoted 

Net Quote 
(including trade-in 

of 1996 Taurus) 

 
 
Additional 
Items 

Bob Rohrman 
Honda 

2008 Honda Ridgeline RT $20,996.75 $1,248.00

 2008 Honda Ridgeline RTX $21,448.00 $   911.00 
    
Gutwein Motor Co., 
Inc. 

2008 Ford Explorer  
Sport Trac XLT  

$21,627.00 $   239.00

    
Bartlett Sales & 
Service, Inc. 

2008 Ford Explorer 
Sport Trac XLT  

$21,522.00 $  290.00

    
Kokomo Auto 
World 

2008 Ford Explorer  
Sport Trac XLT 

$21,723.25 $  290.00

 2008 Honda Ridgeline RT $21,723.25 $1,085.00 
 2008 Honda Ridgeline RTX $22,223.25 $1,085.00 
    
Bloomington Ford 2008 Ford Explorer  

Sport Trac XLT 
$21,974.20 $   255.00

    
Mike Raisor Ford, 
Inc. 

2008 Ford Explorer 
Sport Trac XLT   

$21,715.00 $  239.00

 
Ms. Goldman made a motion to take these quotes under advisement.  Mr. Marley 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
Mr. Marley asked how specifications are determined for vehicles, since it appears 
that the new quote is not for an updated version of the trade-in.  Mayor Dennis said 
in this case, it was the Fire Chief who determined what he needed in this vehicle.  
This will be used as an emergency response vehicle for fire calls and emergency 
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medical runs.  Both the Fire Department and the Police Department are required to 
carry certain equipment.  Some of that equipment is sensitive to heat, sunlight, 
temperature extremes, so there are certain needs, and also the necessity to be able 
to drive under certain road conditions.  Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes asked if this were 
going to be a take-home vehicle.  Mayor Dennis responded that he understood that it 
was.  Mr. Marley asked about the Fire Department budget, whether it were by annual 
expenditure for a lease or by capital expenditure.  Ms. Rhodes answered that 
lease/purchase expenditures are subject to annual appropriations in the State, so 
there is sufficient budget to make lease payments this year, but it will have to be 
appropriated every year.   
 
D. Quote Opening:  Parks Department Truck 
City Attorney Burns opened the bids and Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes read them aloud: 
 

Quoter Item Quoted Net Quote 
Mike Raisor Ford 2008 Ford F-250 XL $18,800.00 
Hubler Chevrolet, Inc. 2008 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD $20,600.00 
DeFouw Chevrolet 2008 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD $20,865.00 

 
Mr. Marley made a motion to take the quotes under advisement.  The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Goldman, and the motion was adopted. 
 
Mr. Marley asked about the vehicle specifications on this truck.  Parks 
Superintendent Payne responded that this particular truck will have a snow plow 
attached and will be used for cleaning off City parking lots at City Hall, the Police 
Building, and Morton Community Center.  The axle on the 1992 truck which had is 
being replaced by this vehicle was broken, so there was no trade-in.  Mr. Marley 
asked if this were a take-home vehicle, and Mr. Payne answered that it was not. 
 
E. Claims 

1. AP Docket $   85,595.44 
2. AP Docket $ 145,045.72 
3. AP Docket $     1,618.22 
4. PR Docket $   13,054.28 
5. PR Docket $ 298,409.43 

 
Mr. Marley moved that the claims be approved.  Ms. Goldman seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. Marley asked about the expenditure for New Chauncey Housing, Inc., whether 
there was a schedule of values or a total project budget with a percent complete.  
Assistant Director of Development Grady responded that New Chauncey Housing 
does have a general budget for rehabbing, but that some of the deficiencies and 
problems they encounter during the work cannot be foreseen.  In this case, there 
were structural problems and ceilings had to be replaced, both of which were 
unanticipated.  Mr. Marley asked for a project budget on each of these.  Mr. Grady 
will provide some guidelines, so that the Board can see the process of estimating, 
budgeting, etc.  All New Chauncey projects are reimbursed projects.  New Chauncey 
Housing reimbursements are made two or three times a year.  The selling price of 
homes in the New Chauncey area is limited by what a family with a moderate income 
can afford.  There is “gap assistance,” the difference between amount invested in the 
property and the selling price. There is usually a loss on these projects.  The goal is 
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to make marketable, affordable housing.  Mayor Dennis asked Mr. Grady provide 
background on this program to the Board at a future meeting.  
 
The motion was adopted. 
 

V. OTHER ITEMS 
A. Street Department Spring Flyer and Recycling Guide 
Public Works Director Downey presented a proof copy of the spring recycling flyer for 
their preview and comment. The flyer is printed by the Wildcat Solid Waste District at 
no cost to the City, a value of $2,000 to $3,000. It is expected to be distributed soon. 
The flyer has few changes to what has been distributed previously.  

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Marley moved that 
the meeting be adjourned.  Ms. Goldman seconded the motion, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

 
 




