
 
160 West Carmel Drive, Suite 240 

Carmel, IN 46032 
Phone: 317-810-1677 
Fax:  317-810-1679 

August 8, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Ed Garrison, PE 
City of West Lafayette Engineer’s Office 
222 S Chauncey, Room 102 
West Lafayette, IN  47906 
 
 
Subject: Storm Water Variance Request 
  Blackbird III Apartments – SW Corner of McCormick and Lindberg 

 
 

Dear Mr. Garrison: 
 
I am writing this letter to formally request variances from Table 4-4 of the City of West Lafayette Stormwater Technical 
Standards Ordinance establishing minimum freeboard requirements between buildings and anticipated storm water 
overflow water surface elevations. More specifically, the required 2 feet of freeboard for drainage areas less than 3 acres. 
 
The ordinance required 2 feet of freeboard for the storm water overflow path creates conflicts meeting the ADA accessible 
route and parking maximum slopes. In addition, the project contains small basin areas (micro-basins) routed to drainage 
swales and beehive inlets. These micro-basin areas range from 0.16 to 0.46 acres. The design has provided a minimum of 
1 foot of freeboard above the emergency overflow path. Based upon the capacity of the storm inlets being provided and 
the small size of the drainage basins, there are no indications that providing 1 foot of freeboard above the emergency 
overflow path will negatively impact the subject property, adjacent properties, vehicular or pedestrian access, be injurious 
to public health and safety, nor hinder emergency response capabilities. 
 
Please call or email me with any questions. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Civil Site Group, INC. 

 
Brian S. Cross, P.E.   
Principal 
bcross@civilsite.net 
 
Attachments: Grading Plan, Storm Sewer Drainage Basin Map 






