Minutes

West Lafayette Human Relations Commission
August 25, 2012

City Hall

In attendance: Shook, lyer, Subeck, Baha, Hong, Klingerman, Reisman, Blackburn, E. Burns (counsel)
Members of public in attendance: S. Viars, P. Liechty, M. King, R. lyer, A. Olsen

I.  Regular Business

a)
b)
c)

Determine the existence of a quorum and call the meeting to order - 7:04 p.m.
Approve the agenda — Klingerman, Baha. Approved.

There were no minutes from May meeting as no business was conducted due to lack of
quorum.

II. Regular and Continuing Business

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Diversity Roundtable Report (Everybody). The Commission discussed the importance of
continuing participation in the Diversity Roundtable. Hong and Subeck will share duties
to insure the Commission’s active participation in the Roundtable. Meetings first
Thursday of the month at 11:30am-1pm at YWCA.

Shook reminded the Commissioners of the importance of attending meetings, even
when case load is seemingly light. Itis important to develop a continuous conversation
on topics impacting the Commission, and it is necessary to have a quorum.

Shook noted that the Commission needed to appoint an interim Secretary due to the
departure of Mr. Rosenthal. lyer noted that she has received interest from one West
Lafayette High School student, Neha Ramani, who will serve, ex officio, as Assistant
Secretary. Klingerman said he would be happy to serve as Secretary. Shook moved
appointment of Klingerman as Interim Secretary. Baha seconded. Approved. lyer
moved appointment of Ms. Ramani as Assistant Secretary. Reisman seconded.
Approved.

Shook described the importance of maintaining contact with and awareness of potential
new Commissioners to fill future vacancies. To that end, he suggested the
establishment of a Nominating Committee. Reisman, Subek and Hong agreed to serve
on Nominating Committee.

Shook mentioned several upcoming festivals and encouraged Commissioners to attend
to represent the West Lafayette Commission by presenting brochures and answering
guestions about the work of the Commission.

IIl. New Business

a)

b)

Shook noted that Faith West Pastor Steve Viars previously sent materials to Shook and
that Shook, lyer and Viars had met to discuss Faith’s West Lafayette ministry and
project.

Faith is building a project on Northwestern Avenue, north of Lindberg Road. There has
been some question about the how the local ordinances apply to faith-baed
organizations in general and this project in particular.



c) Mr. Burns, West Lafayette’s Counsel, generally described his view of the Commission’s
dual function, noting that there is an education and outreach function and a judicial
function to investigate and resolve complaints under the City’s enabling ordinance.

d) Mr. Burns noted that because the Commission is a public body, it must act in the open
and there must be notice to the public of its meetings and an opportunity for the public
to attend. If more than 4 Commissioners meet, then there must be a public notice.

e) Mr. Burns described the interplay between the City ordinance’s governing employment,
housing, public accommodations, and education. He noted that religious organizations
are exempt from some requirements under federal and state law and that those
exemptions carry through to West Lafayette city ordinances. The Commission discussed
the implications of the exemption to each of the areas (i.e. employment, housing, public
accommodations and education) discussed the impact of the exemptions on the
Commission’s jurisdiction. Mr. Burns will provide a memorandum summarizing the
discussion and guiding the Commission if it should receive complaints that involve faith-
based organizations.

IV. Comments from the Audience

a) Pastor Viars attended the meeting and discussed his project in detail. He described the
physical layout of the facility, and described the many facets of the project, including a
restaurant, gymnasium, student lounges, offices, a counseling center, a pre-school a
fitness center, covenant housing, a playground, a walking trail, large meeting facilities, a
worship center and an education center. Pastor Viars voiced concern that the
Commission and the City treat all classes of citizens equally, and voiced some concern
that faith-based organizations might not be equally protected. Pastor Viars noted that
the Commission had made a public statement at meetings regarding the issuance of
bonds, which he believed was unprecedented and comprised unequal treatment.
Pastor Viars challenged the Commission to promote acceptance and to be clear about
accepting all faiths and viewpoints.

b) Mr. Olsen and Mr. Liechty also attended the meeting and offered comments supported
Faith’s project and the concern that all faiths be welcomed and treated equally.

Mr. Olsen noted that he believed some in the West Lafayette community were using the
Commission as a threat to the Faith project.

c) Following the public comment, the Commissioners discussed that the citizens of West
Lafayette could be misinformed about the Commissions role. A communication task
force was assigned to develop communications. Klingerman and Subeck will work on
this before next meeting.

V. Adjourn
a) Hong to adjourn, Baha second. Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm

Next Meeting; Tuesday, November 20, 2012 at 7:00






