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City of West Lafayette, Indiana 
Board of Public Works and Safety 

MINUTES 
 

January 10, 2011 
8:30 a.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 
 
 

Members present were Sana G. Booker, Bradley W. Marley, Jonathan C. Speaker, Elizabeth M. 
Stull, and Mayor John R. Dennis, who presided.   

 
 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

a. January 4, 2011, Meeting 
Mr. Marley moved to accept the minutes of the January 4, 2011, Board of Works meeting.  
Mr. Speaker seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted. 

 
 

 2. NEW BUSINESS 
a. SRF Payment Request and Related Listing – WWTU 

i. Payment Request No. 118 – $12,559.00 to Greeley and Hansen for Design 
Engineering Services – Western Sanitary Sewer Interceptor-Division V Project  
Wastewater Utility Director Henderson explained that the payment request was for 
design for Division V of the Western Sanitary Sewer Interceptor Project, which will cut 
the lift stations over to the new sewer.  The three lift stations will be eliminated.  
Wednesday (January 12) is the INDOT bid-letting for the US231 Relocation Project, of 
which Division V is a part.  
 
Ms. Stull moved that the SRF Payment Request be approved.  Ms. Booker seconded 
the motion.  The motion was adopted. 
 
ii. WWTU Projects Payment Listing 
There were no comments on or questions about the listing. 

 
b. Contract: INDOT – LPA for Cattail Trail Extension – Engineering  
City Engineer Buck reported that this contract and the next one, both with INDOT, are 
boilerplate local public agency agreements.  This one is to extend the Cattail Trail along 
Northwestern Avenue from Lindberg to Neil Armstrong Drive.  The project will be funded 
with Transportation Enhancement Funds, received several months ago through the MPO 
(Metropolitan Planning Organization) which prioritized this project on the long-range 
plan.  The funding is not available until 2013, but INDOT wants the agreement approved, 
so that their bookkeeping is clear.  Timelines and restrictions for the project do not 
require the City to enter into anything that is beyond what the funding would allow, or 
push the City to begin the project before there is funding to do it.  He requested Board 
approval, to satisfy INDOT’s requirement and to begin the quarterly reports for open LPA 
contracts.   
 
Mayor Dennis said that the purpose of the contracts is a mandate from INDOT when 
federal funds are involved in projects, so that the project and responsibilities are clear.  
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City Engineer Buck said that LPA contracts are required whenever INDOT administers 
federal funds. 
  
Ms. Stull moved that the request be approved.  Mr. Speaker seconded the motion.   
 
Ms. Stull noted that the contract specifies that the extension is from Lindberg Road to 
Yeager Road.  City Engineer Buck answered that the intent is that there will be another 
phase to take the project to Neil Armstrong Drive.  There are two allotments of funds for 
this project, two years of Transportation Enhancement Funds.  2013 money is $168,900 
from federal funds.  The MPO will receive 2014 funds when that money is made 
available for programming.  The 2014 portion will fund the extension from Yeager to Neil 
Armstrong, which will require another LPA contract. 
 
The motion was adopted. 

 
c. Contract: INDOT – LPA for Midblock Crossings – Engineering     
City Engineer Buck requested Board approval for another allocation of Federal 
Transportation money that the MPO prioritized locally is safety funding, HSIP funding 
(Highway Safety Improvement Program funds).  The City has received priority funding to 
improve two crosswalks within the City, one at the Farmers Market on Salisbury near 
Lagrange Street for a midblock crossing, and the other project will be to enhance the 
existing midblock crossing at the Myers Pedestrian Bridge and Wabash Landing 
crossing on Tapawingo Drive.   
 
At the Mayor’s request, City Engineer Buck explained midblock crossings, which are 
midway between two intersections.  Several have been done in the community, around 
the Purdue campus area.  They provide safe pedestrian crossings at key locations, so 
that pedestrians can cross where it is most appropriate for them to cross in a safe 
manner.  Signage, pavement markings, flashing beacons, and other sorts of treatment 
along the sides of streets are used. 
 
Mayor Dennis asked when the money would be available.  City Engineer Buck reported 
that the money is available now, so the project will be done this year.  The amount of 
federal funds allocated is $135,787. 
  
Mr. Speaker moved that the request be approved.  Mr. Marley seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. Marley said it was a great idea and needed. 
 
The motion was adopted. 

 
d. Approval Request: Acceptance of Erosion Control, Storm Sewers, etc. – Village of 
Arbor Chase Subdivision, Section 4, Phase VIII – Engineering    
City Engineer Buck reported that Phase VIII is the last section of Arbor Chase, and, 
despite many construction challenges, his office is recommending that the Board 
approve the facilities and accept the maintenance bond and the as-built drawings for this 
section of Arbor Chase.  Approval will allow the developer to record the section and 
begin to sell lots. 

 
Mayor Dennis asked if everything had been worked out and Mr. Buck is satisfied.  City 
Engineer Buck responded that he is on the road to being satisfied, that there is a plan in 
place to work through details.  There are sanitary issues being resolved with the 
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contractor and the developer that are different from the original design.  Some of that is 
due to lot layouts, some to field changes that are being worked through, but the issues 
are not so large as to prevent lots from being sold.  

 
Mr. Marley moved that the request be approved.  Ms. Booker seconded the motion.  The 
motion was adopted. 

 
e. Elevation in Rank: Nathan Biddle to Officer First Class – Police    
Police Chief Dombkowski noted that this request is the first one since the lateral transfer 
policy was approved by the Board of Works as part of the Standard Operating Procedure 
updates for 2010 on August 30, 2010.  The West Lafayette Police Department was the 
last department in the area to have a lateral entry policy that helps recruit officers and 
reward them for their service, training, and certifications from other agencies.  Officer 
Nathan Biddle was hired from the Crawfordsville Police Department, and just completed 
his field training with the West Lafayette Department.  He was released for solo patrol on 
December 26, 2010.  Chief Dombkowski requested the Board approve Officer Biddle’s 
elevation to Officer First Class, in keeping with his time served in Crawfordsville and his 
certifications. 
 
Ms. Stull moved that the request be approved.  Ms. Booker seconded the motion.  The 
motion was adopted. 
 
f. Promotion in Rank: Tim Heath to Lieutenant – Fire   
Fire Chief Drew requested that First Class Firefighter Tim Heath be promoted to 
Lieutenant, replacing Lt. Don Callahan who retired in 2010.  Mayor Dennis asked Chief 
Drew clarify the process.  Chief Drew said that Mr. Heath had to pass a written exam, to 
interview with the Chief and the three Assistant Chiefs, and to complete coursework.   
 
Mr. Speaker moved that the request be approved.  Ms. Booker seconded the motion.  
The motion was adopted. 
 
g. Claims 
 

  
 
 
Ms. Stull moved that the claims be approved.  Mr. Marley seconded the motion.   

 
Questions raised about individual claims by the Board were answered by department 
heads and Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes. 

 
The motion was adopted. 

 
h. Other Items 

i. Mayor Dennis mentioned that the next Board of Works meeting would be on 
Wednesday, January 19. 
 
ii. City Engineer Buck reported that pile driving on the Lindberg Bridge Project is going 
well.  A second crane will be brought in to drive the pilings that are in the ground 
another 50 feet deeper.  After that, work will begin on the pier caps, and a temporary 
encasement will be constructed around the row of pilings, to pour concrete in a 

i. AP Docket $572,071.22
ii. AP Docket 306,250.00
iii. AP Docket 244.14
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heated area. 
 
Along with the US231 Relocation Project, which will be bid on Wednesday, January 
12, there will be another project bid, Harrison Street Perimeter Parkway, which is the 
first component of the ring road around campus, widening Harrison Street from 
Jischke Drive to the east to Sheetz Street.  Mr. Buck remarked that there is a lot of 
work in this bid-letting that will come to Tippecanoe County.  More than $70 million for 
the US231 Relocation Project, $5 million or $6 million for Harrison Street, and 
McCarty Lane on the east side for $8 million or $9 million. 
 
Mayor Dennis asked if City Engineer Buck’s office would coordinate a tour of the 
Lindberg Bridge project for Board of Works members.  Mr. Buck agreed to do this. 
 

 

3.  ADJOURNMENT  
There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Speaker moved that the 
meeting be adjourned, and Mayor Dennis adjourned the meeting. 


