West Lafayette Human Relations Commission - Meeting Minutes

7:00 pm, November 17, 2009
West Lafayette City Hall
Members Present:    Charlie Shook (Chair), David Rosenthal (Secretary), Angelica Duran, Asako Iikubo, Phil Subeck, Susan Thomas, Tom Logan (Attorney)
Members Present:    Vidhya Iyer, Kim Reisman

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Shook at 7:05. 

Ms. Thomas moved for approval of the meeting agenda; Mr. Baha seconded. Motion to approve agenda passed with unanimous consent.
Mr. Baha moved for approval of minutes from August 18, 2009 meeting; Ms. Thomas seconded. Motion to approve August 18, 2009 minutes passed with unanimous consent.
CONTINUING BUSINESS
Survey Update:  Mr. Shook reported that all survey results were tabulated and checked for accuracy, noting the importance of reliable volunteers to facilitate this process. Copies of the survey comments were presented by Mr. Shook and discussed by members (selected comments will be released in the commission’s final survey report). Mr. Rosenthal reported collecting tabulated survey data from Mr. Shook and delivering to STATCOM to analyze and generate statistical conclusions for completion by January 2010.
Ms. Duran suggested a public meeting and press conference to present the final conclusions of the survey and discuss its implications and proposed that the possibility of such an event, including date and agenda, be discussed at the February 2010 WLHRC meeting – prompting general support. Mr. Rosenthal suggested that there could be a “community forum” component of the event, allowing opportunity for public comment.
Facebook:  Mr. Rosenthal and Mr. Subeck reported that the WLHRC Facebook Page previously approved was launched on September 1, 2009. Ms. Thomas suggested that photos from future events be posted to the Facebook Page and also suggested that the Facebook Page be used to promote events relating to the survey.
Discussion of Dispute Resolution Process:  Mr. Logan presented proposed revisions to Chapter 24, Article 1 of the West Lafayette City Code (which dictates WLHRC authorities), including the following:

1. Allowing meetings to take place at any designated place (current code requires meetings to take place at West Lafayette City Hall).
2. Allowing meetings to occur at any reasonable time (current code requires meetings to occur between 9:00am and 8:00pm.).

3. Granting the commission authority to appoint a mediator and refer parties to mediation at any point in the process.
Mr. Shook expressed appreciation to Mr. Logan and recommended that commission members take some time to review these revisions before a formal vote of approval at the February 2010 HRC meeting.
Notecards:  Mr. Shook reported printing 62 sets of 4 notecards at a cost of $4.39 per set, bringing the total cost to $272.18. Notecards will to be sold at a price of $7.00 per set, to be paid in cash or check payable to “City of West Lafayette.” Mr. Shook will request that an announcement be placed on the city website. Ms. Duran expressed interest in determining the names of the student artists in order to give proper recognition. Mr. Rosenthal agreed to collect payments and keep a record of all sales. The following is a list of sales made at the meeting:
	NAME
	NUMBER OF SETS
	AMMOUNT PAID
	BALANCE

	Asako Iikubo
	14
	$98.00
	$0.00

	David Rosenthal
	5
	$35.00
	$0.00

	Zarjon Baha
	1
	$7.00
	$0.00

	Phil Subeck
	7
	$21.00
	$28.00

	Susan Thomas
	10
	$0.00
	$70.00

	Charlie Shook
	5
	$0.00
	$35.00

	Angelica Duran
	5
	$0.00
	$35.00









   TOTAL COLLECTED: $161.00
Community Events:  Members reported on WLHRC participation in GlobalFest (September 5), HannaFest (September 7), and OUTfest (August 29) in coordination with Lafayette and Tippecanoe County Human Relations Commissions. Literature on the commission’s purpose and procedures were distributed at all events.
NEW BUSINESS
Diversity Round Table (DRT):  Ms. Duran will serve as the commission’s DRT liaison for the months of January – May. A liaison for the following months will be appointed at the February 2010 meeting. The DRT meets the first Thursday of every month at 11:30am at the YMCA.

DRT/HRC Joint Website Project:  Mr. Subeck will serve as the commission’s liaison for this project. Ms. Thomas agreed to substitute for Mr. Subeck when necessary. 

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Baha moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:58pm, Mr. Subeck seconded. Motion to adjourn passed with unanimous consent.
Respectfully submitted,

David Rosenthal, Secretary.

