West Lafayette Human Relations Commission

Meeting Minutes

7:00 pm, May 12, 2009
West Lafayette City Hall
Members Present:    David Rosenthal (Secretary), Zarjon Baha, Angelica Duran, Asako Iikubo, Vidhya Iyer, Kim Reisman, Susan Thomas, Tom Logan (Attorney)

Members Absent:    Charlie Shook (Chair), Phil Subeck

The meeting was called to order by Ms. Thomas at 7:03.

The minutes from the February 10, 2009 meeting were presented for approval.  Mr. Baha moved that the minutes be approved.  Ms. Iyer seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

Continuing Business:

A written report by Mr. Shook discussing continuing and new business, sent to members by email prior to the meeting, was reviewed. The report is attached.

Survey:  After review of Mr. Shook’s report, Ms. Iyer expressed appreciation for data entry service provided by volunteers from Citizens for Civil Rights (CCR). She also passed on public comments received by city hall expressing opposition to the use of city funds for the survey.  Ms. Thomas suggested that we make the public aware of the amount of work done by commission members and volunteers (folding, stuffing, etc.) to reduce costs. Ms. Duran expressed the importance of using survey results to promote commission’s work through local news outlets.
Triple XXX Complaint:  Ms. Reisman stated that the deadline for parties to appeal the investigation’s conclusions has passed and the matter is now closed.
Facebook:  Mr. Rosenthal discussed research gather by himself and Mr. Subeck regarding possible uses of Facebook interface to promote commission’s work and raise awareness of related community issues, and presented committee’s suggestion that the commission develop a Facebook Fan Page. Ms. Reisman moved that such a page be created by Mr. Rosenthal and Mr. Subeck and presented to the commission at the next meeting for review. Mr. Baha seconded the motion. The motion was approved.

Dispute Resolution Discussion:  Ms. Reisman reported no progress in reviewing the complaint process to find possible areas of improvement and legislative recommendations. Mr. Logan observed that the current process is very cumbersome, and suggested that a possible improvement could be to include a mediation effort before the complaint investigation. Ms. Duran noted that such an effort would increase the effectiveness of the complain process, drawing on her experience investigating previous complaints. Mr. Baha suggested it might be wise to look into the processes used by similar communities around the state and nation.

West Lafayette City Website:  Members reviewed the website updates presented in Mr. Shook’s written report (attached). Ms. Iyer noted that the updating process is still underway.
New Business:
Global Fest:  Global Fest will take place on September 5, 2009. Ms. Iikubo volunteered to coordinate global fest activities and will seek additional volunteers at August meeting. Ms. Iyer will obtain copies of HRC banners for display. Ms. Duran will provide a world map. Mr. Rosenthal will provide coloring books and other materials from last year. Ms. Iikubo will arrange to have HRC brochures printed by the Office of the Mayor. 
Note cards:  Ms. Iyer found that it would cost between $200 and $300 to print a new set of note cards, a service which has previously been donated by local businesses. Ms. Iyer reported having $396 in cash from previous note card sales and agreed to meet with Judy Rhodes (City Clerk-Treasure) to discuss the creation of a city account for better handling of HRC funds. Ms. Duran moved that the commission dedicate up to $300 for the printing of note cards. Mr. Baha seconded the motion. The motion was approved.
Nominating Committee:  Ms. Iyer, Ms. Reisman, and Mr. Subeck will make up the nominating committee for next year and were charged with developing a procedure for the future nomination of officers.
Soccer Sponsorship:  The commission was unable to accept the last sponsorship request because it came between meetings. We declined to sponsor a soccer team at this time, leaving open the possibility of future sponsorships when more funds are available.
Endorsement Procedure:  Ms. Reisman suggested that it might be advantageous to create a procedure for addressing sponsorship and endorsements requests between meetings, possibly through email communications. Mr. Logan noted that this could violate “open meeting” laws, suggesting instead that it would be possible to empower the chairperson to make endorsement decisions. Ms. Duran expressed concerns about giving official endorsements without public discussion and consideration, and further recommended that any activities or efforts sponsored by the commission be posted on the city website. 

OUTfest 2009:  Ms. Reisman expressed support for participation in this event, noting that it might be beneficial to combine efforts with Lafayette HRC and Tippecanoe Country HRC to reduce costs and staffing requirements. Ms. Duran moved that the commission agree to participate in the event pending the financial and personnel support of at least one other local group, to be coordinated by chairperson Shook. Ms. Reisman seconded the motion. The motion was approved.
DRT Public Forum on Law Enforcement: Ms. Reisman shared her experiences working with the Diversity Round Table (DRT), saying that this was a positive event worth supporting, and agreed to inquire about the planning timeline of this event, suggesting that a commission member also consult with the mayor and police chief of West Lafayette – possibly Mr. Shook. 

Other:  Ms. Duran announced that the annual Greater Lafayette Holocaust Remembrance Conference will take place on April 11, 2010 and discussed her role in the conference as Director of Religious Studies at Purdue. Ms. Duran noted that the commission has endorsed the conference in previous years and should consider doing so again.
Adjournment:

Ms. Thomas moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:04.  Ms. Duran seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.

Respectfully submitted,

David Rosenthal, Secretary.

West Lafayette Human Relations Commission

Written Report for May 12, 2009 Meeting

Submitted by:      Charlie Shook, Chair
1. Survey Update:  We received about 615 responses to the surveys that were randomly mailed to 2,500 residences within the WL city limits.   In addition, we received 2-3 responses from individuals using the on-line draft of the survey.  I will report at the next meeting how many of the returned surveys were English and how many were Spanish.

We are operating within the budget we submitted to the Mayor for final approval.  The printing cost of the survey turned out to be less than anticipated by printing it on both sides of a folded 11” x 17” page.  I paid approximately $90 to have the returned surveys copied.

The surveys are currently with three volunteers for response inputting.  Another set of the surveys are with another volunteer, who is inputting the comments.  My guess is 25% of the responses contain comments.  I will need three more volunteers to input the responses a second time and a fourth to assist with the comment inputting.  Thanks to the HRC members who have volunteered to help.  I will be calling you later in May.

Once all the data has been inputted twice, Statcom will merge the spreadsheets to identify input errors, then will assist us in drawing statistical observations from the data.  The final, and most important step, will be for the HRC to draw the “social science” conclusions from the data and report to the City officials and the general public.

Statcom will not be on campus until early June, so I don’t anticipate we will have data back from them to analyze until early July, but David, Vidhya will keep the Commissioners posted as we progress.

2. Website:  The City of West Lafayette’s redesigned website was scheduled to go live on 5/8/09.  Once it is fully live, we will have the following information posted.

Commissioners’ names

Commission meeting dates

Commission meeting minutes

HRC brochure

HR Ordinance

HR Complaint Forms

When we have the complaint timeline drafted in the form of a flow chart, it will be posted to the website.

[I recognize, most of this information was on the prior website.  However, this site will give the City more flexibility in changing content]

3. OUTfest:  Pride Lafayette will be sponsoring the second annual pride festival in Lafayette.  Last year it was in October and was called OUToberfest.  This year it will be on Saturday, August 29th from 5:00 to 11:00 on Main Street.  We have been invited to set up and staff an informational table/booth at the festival.  We can do it conjunction with the other HRC’s.  We had a similar booth at the festival last year.  The booth fee is $30, which includes a table and two chairs.  For an additional $25, we can get a canopy.

If we are interested, we should seek out a Commissioner to volunteer to organize our effort in tandem with the Lafayette HRC and Tippecanoe County HRC.

4. DRT:  The Greater Lafayette Commerce Diversity Round Table is in the early stages of developing plans to host and sponsor a community forum in September.  The forum will focus on diversity issues and efforts within the local law enforcement agencies.  A similar forum was conducted with the same group of law enforcement leaders late last at one of the monthly DRT meetings and it was well received.  The thought is to conduct a second forum, open it up to the public and perhaps invite the local media to simulcast the forum.

I am wondering if, this is an activity that we should embrace, learn, more about and potentially offer our sponsorship (in partnership with the other two local HRC’s).  Before going too far, we should consult with the Mayor.

