West Lafayette Parks and Recreation  
Natural Green Space Management  
 
West Lafayette Parks and Recreation oversees more than 450 acres of property.  Effective management of the “green space” involves considerations for property characteristics and for community expectations. Much of the green space is managed to preserve and restore natural settings to provide opportunities for the public to interact with and appreciate nature. Along with on-going invasive vegetation control efforts, particularly along the Wabash River, in Celery Bog Nature Area and in Cumberland and Happy Hollow Parks, the following natural green space stewardship work is underway. 
 
Celery Bog Nature Area 
This 195-acre property, including a 100-acre wetland, provides diverse ecosystems for the visitors to enjoy. Natural green space management includes continuing work to establish savanna and prairie areas on parts of the areas that were formerly croplands and pasture. In 2009, 19 varieties of wildflower seeds and four types of grasses were over-seeded on the previously planted prairie area to the east of the Nature Area entrance drive. A prairie mixture was also seeded in a small area west of the drive, next to University Place and along the western berm that separates the two properties. In 2010, the large savanna area located south of Lilly Nature Center, and west of the entry drive, was sprayed to eliminate undesirable, understory plant material, and was over-seeded with eight varieties of wildflowers and four types of grasses. 
 
Eighteen varieties of wildflower seeds and five types of grasses were also seeded in 2009 in the savanna area along the east side of the Cattail Trail, just west of the Scifres-Maier Woods on the northern portion of the property. The west side of the trail in this area was formerly cropland and has been seeded with a prairie mixture in two different phases.  These native plantings are progressively becoming established. 
 
In the spring of 2011, a half-acre section of ground directly south of the Lilly Nature Center was planted with over 25 varieties of wild flowers, which will produce a very colorful landscape in the years to come.  The same year, 23 oak and hickory trees were added along the entrance drive.  
 
In addition to the natural green space management work, in 2010 a rain garden and pervious concrete parking spaces (with interpretive signage) were added as demonstration sites to help educate the public about specific conservation practices. Rotational, prescribed burns are also conducted annually to help improve the prairie and savanna plantings.
 
Cumberland Park 
In addition to the soccer fields, basketball courts, picnic shelters, volleyball court, ball diamonds, and community vegetable gardens, the Michaud-Sinninger Woods provides an important natural feature in the park. The wooded area includes a buttonbush swamp, a constructed wetland, and a retention pond on the northern edge. The pond area is being left to progress naturally to provide a different type of ecosystem for the visitors.  
 
Northwest Greenway Trail  
The Northwest Greenway Trail is a network of several miles of 10 feet wide, asphalt trail. In 2011 management of the nearly one mile section of trail in Trailhead Park and from Kalberer Rd. to Morehouse Rd. involved the removal of invasive plants, then the planting of 75 native trees and shrubs, a prairie seed mixture and 150 native wetland plants.  This section is being managed to provide a natural vegetation trail corridor adjacent to a retention pond and the next phase of the Purdue Research Park. 
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