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City of West Lafayette, Indiana 
Board of Public Works and Safety 

MINUTES 
 

May 21, 2013 
8:30 a.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 
 
 

Members present were Sana G. Booker, Jonathan C. Speaker, and Elizabeth M. Stull.  Bradley 
W. Marley was absent.  Mayor Dennis presided. 
 

 
1.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

a.  
Ms. Stull moved to accept the minutes of the May 14, 2013, Board of Works meeting.  
Mr. Speaker seconded the motion. 

May 14, 2013, Meeting 

 
The motion was adopted. 

 
2.  NEW BUSINESS 

a.  

Mr. Speaker motioned to enter into a public hearing.  Ms. Booker seconded the motion. 

Public Hearing: Sale of Real Estate (Utility Easement) – 720 Northwestern PD – 
Engineering 

 
The motion was adopted. 
 
City Attorney Burns explained that this and the next item both have to do with the 
required process for selling a piece of property.  A public hearing will be held and the 
public may speak about why the property should not be sold or make other comments.  
Then the Board will have the opportunity to vote on accepting the bids which have been 
received.  It was originally expected that the situation in both cases would be that the 
bids are less than 90% of the appraised value.  While the second item will be that 
situation, the sale of property related to the 720 Northwestern PD will be different 
because an offer that is at 90% of the appraised value was received by City Attorney 
Burns last week (May 15, 2013).  The bid is in the amount of $4,222.00 and is from the 
prior bidder, DRI/CA 720 Northwestern, LLC, through the company’s attorney, Kevin 
Riley.  Two appraisals were done, and per statute, the average of the appraisals is 
$4,690.74.  City Attorney Burns explained that since the new bid is at 90% of the 
average of the appraisals, the purpose of the public hearing this morning is to authorize 
the sale of the property. 
 
Mayor Dennis opened the public hearing. 
 
Kevin Riley (Reiling Teder & Schrier, LLC) said, “We represent DRI/CA 720 
Northwestern.  We just ask that you please accept our bid and I’m happy to answer any 
questions you might have.” 
 
Mayor Dennis asked if there were any questions.  There were no comments. 
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City Attorney Burns said, “So, procedurally, you can close the public hearing and seek a 
motion to accept the bid from DRI/CA.” 
 
Mr. Speaker motioned to close the public hearing.  Ms. Booker seconded the motion.  
 
The motion was adopted and Mayor Dennis closed the public hearing. 
 
Ms. Stull moved to accept the bid from DRI/CA 720 Northwestern, LLC.  Ms. Booker 
seconded the motion. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
 
b.  

Ms. Stull motioned to enter into a public hearing.  Mr. Speaker seconded the motion. 

Public Hearing: Sale of Real Estate (Utility Easement) – State Street Corner PD – 
Engineering 

 
The motion was adopted and Mayor Dennis opened the public hearing. 
 
City Attorney Burns said, “I know that this one is a higher value.  The appraisal is in the 
$20,000.00 range.  I believe that that the only bid that we have received was received by 
a letter from State Street Corner, LLC, dated April 15, 2013.  You were already aware 
that this bid was made, but just for the record today, the offer was $2,000.00 for the 
utility easement.  I don’t know if Dave Buck has an explanation that you may want for 
what is actually being sold here and what the purpose of the easement is, but that is the 
only bid.  The public hearing, as I indicated earlier, will be for the purpose of making sure 
that people know that there is a proposal to sell this for less than 90% of the appraised 
value.  The two appraisals that were made—one was $19,671.75, the other was 
$20,527.50.  So, it is the average of these two.  Again, it is right at the $20,000.00 mark.  
The proposal is to sell it for $2,000.00.  So, that is the subject of the public hearing now.” 
 
There were no further comments. 
 
Ms. Stull motioned to close the public hearing.  Mr. Speaker seconded the motion.  
 
The motion was adopted and Mayor Dennis closed the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Speaker moved to accept the bid from State Street Corner, LLC.  Ms. Stull seconded 
the motion. 
 
Public Works Director Buck described the area of the utility easement, being near the 
corner of Northwestern Avenue and State Street in the alley now called the Chauncey 
Village Walkway.  He stated that it will be used for underground electric service, so there 
will be fewer overhead poles. 
 
City Attorney Burns asked if there is any reasonable expectation that there would ever 
be a bid for more than this $2,000.00 or by any other party. 
 
Public Works Director Buck responded that there would certainly not be a bid by any 
other party. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
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c.  

WWTU Director Henderson explained that Indiana Department of Environmental 
Management (IDEM) has reached out to water and wastewater utilities throughout the 
State and asked that all stationary generators be identified and evaluated for emissions 
that may require an air permit.  This is for not only the Utility, but any standby stationary 
generator owned by the City, such as the one at the Police Station.  WWTU Director 
Henderson stated that the fee from Wessler Engineering, Inc. will depend on the level of 
service and will range between $4,000 and $7,500.  They will assist with identifying the 
potential to emit for all the generators and what sort of monitoring will need done if any 
air permits are required.  He stated that there are a dozen generators just in the Utility. 

Task Order No. 5: IDEM Air Permitting Assistance – Wessler Engineering, Inc. – 
WWTU 

 
Ms. Stull moved that Task Order No. 5 with Wessler Engineering, Inc. be approved.  Mr. 
Speaker seconded the motion. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
 
d.  
Parks Superintendent Payne explained that this is follow-up paperwork on some 
vehicles that were used as a trade-ins on a new truck and a new lawn mower because 
they were purchased with funds under the control of the Board of Works.  

Trade-In Transactions: Vehicles and Lawn Mower – Parks 

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes clarified that this new purchases went through the 
Redevelopment Commission but used items for trade-in that were purchased with funds 
controlled by Board of Works, and Parks Superintendent Payne now needs the Board’s 
ratification for these transactions. 
 
The lawnmower used for trade-in on a new mower is a Toro Groundsmaster 325-D with 
a fair market value of $1,050.00.  The vehicles used for trade-in on a 2013 Chevy 
Silverado (partial VIN #9264) are: 
 

Vehicle Year Partial VIN Fair Market Value 
Chevy ¾ Ton 4x4 2000 7971 $1,500 
Chevy ½ Ton 1995 6609 $1,000 
Chevy ½ Ton 1994 5191 $1,000 

 
Ms. Booker moved that the trade-in transactions for three vehicles and one lawnmower 
be approved.  Ms. Stull seconded the motion. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
 
e.  

Parks Superintendent Payne stated that this was siding repair and installation on the 
new Parks Office building.  Originally approximately 15 patches were anticipated, but 
approximately 30 more than that were required.  He requested approval for Change 
Order No. 1 with T.L. Kincaid Contracting Inc. for an add of $722.00.  He stated that they 
did a nice job. 

Change Order No. 1: Building Siding Repair and Installation – T.L. Kincaid 
Contracting, Inc. – Parks 
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Mr. Speaker moved that the Change Order No. 1 with T.L. Kincaid Contracting Inc. be 
approved.  Ms. Booker seconded the motion. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
 
f.  

Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that this agreement has come back to us to make a 
revision, which is Item 3.  Almost Home Animal Shelter requested that the agreement be 
revised to allow for automatic renewal of one year.  She stated that the claim for services 
provided year-to-date will be paid in next week’s claim run, covering the period from 
January to May. 

Agreement Modification: Animal Care and Shelter Provider – Almost Home Animal 
Shelter – Police 

 
City Attorney Burns stated that the only difference between this and the contract from 
prior years is an automatic renewal unless we see fit as a City to cancel the contract or 
unless Almost Home sees fit to cancel it, which aids them in their cash flow.  They have 
not been paid since last year due to our going through a Request for Proposal process. 
 
Mr. Speaker moved that the agreement modification with Almost Home Animal Shelter 
be approved.  Ms. Stull seconded the motion. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
 
g.  
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes stated that annually the Board is requested to approve the take 
home vehicles and requested approval for the 2013 list.  The policy for the vehicles has 
not changed since 2008.  She explained that this comes during late spring because we 
wait for the new police squad cars to be put into service. 

2013 Take Home Vehicle List – Clerk-Treasurer 

 
Ms. Stull moved that the 2013 Take Home Vehicle List be approved. Ms. Booker 
seconded the motion. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
 
h.  
Information Technology Director Newman stated that the selection for the Enterprise 
Resource Planning (ERP) System will be MUNIS from Tyler Technologies, Inc.  They 
were the lowest price and most responsible selection.  He described how this software 
offers a web based application that will handle our financials, treasury management, 
grant accounting, bid management, permits, code enforcement, human resource 
management such as payroll and applicant tracking, as well as other services.  He 
stated that we hope to be under contract in July. 

Update: Enterprise Resource Planning System Project – IT 

 
Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes explained that this is an announcement of a selection and the 
contract will come to the Board for approval.  The Council has already approved the first 
reading of the additional appropriation. 
 
i.  

i. 
Claims 

AP Docket $308,800.59 
ii. AP Docket $213,696.76 
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iii. AP Docket $765.00 
iv. PR Docket $341,804.44 

 
Ms. Stull moved that the claims be approved.  Ms. Booker seconded the motion. 
 
There were no questions.  Clerk-Treasurer Rhodes noted that when the new ERP 
system is in place, the Board will have access to scanned invoices to go with the claims 
listing. 
 
The motion was adopted. 
 
j. Informational Items

i. 
: 

There were no questions or comments about the listing. 
Project Payment List – WWTU 

ii. 
There were no questions or comments about the listing. 
Legal Budget & Expenses – Clerk-Treasurer 

 
k. 
► WWTU Director Henderson reported that a vehicle from Layne Inliner may be seen.  
They are televising, cleaning, and evaluating the sewer in the area of the sinkhole on 
Covington Street.  This will provide information on what areas may need further 
attention. 

Other Items 

 
► Parks Superintendent Payne reported that the swimming pool opens on Friday at 
1:00 p.m. 
 
► Public Works Director Buck provided an update on construction projects.  He 
reported that that Fairfield Contractors, Inc. are doing a great job on the CDBG 
Sidewalk Replacement project.  Most sidewalks are already in on Lutz Avenue and 
Maple Street, with driveway connections to make.  He reported that Milestone 
Contractors, LP is also doing a great job on Northwestern Avenue between Lindberg 
and Yeager Roads.  They are working on the outside edges getting underground pipe 
work done and the culvert extension.  They are on schedule, and should flip the traffic 
lanes near the end of June. 
 
► Fire Chief Heath reported that Oklahoma experienced five tornadoes yesterday and 
our thoughts go out to the people and emergency services there.  He stated that in 
such an event here, all of Tippecanoe County emergency services would come 
together, along with the hospitals.  There is a plan in place that would be implemented. 
 
Mayor Dennis stated that he is familiar with scenario based training, and he knows that 
we are prepared. 
 
Fire Chief Heath stated that Oklahoma will be discussed at tonight’s Chief’s meeting.  
He also noted that this is EMS Week, and asked everyone to hug a first responder. 
 
► Engineering Assistant Anderson reported that today is a painful day for a lot of 
travelers as a lot of underground utility projects are in full swing.  He stated that Grant 
Street is currently closed between Meridian Street and Stadium Avenue for Wang 
Hall’s water main installation.  Cherry Lane is difficult to get through due to the water 
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company replacing water main.  At Lindberg Road and Northwestern Avenue, we are 
extending our storm crossing, so it will be one lane both directions.  
 
► Street Commissioner Downey reported that the streets are clean, with trash being 
picked up even in this foul weather.  
 
Mayor Dennis stated that he has noticed that, predicated on the new trash ordinance, 
that a lot of people are learning to secure lids on toters and getting more clarity on how 
to put waste and recyclables out.  The message is being communicated. 
 
► Mayor Dennis announced that the June 11, 2013 Board of Works meeting has been 
cancelled.  Regular meetings will resume June 18, 2013. 
 
 

3. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Ms. Stull moved that the 
meeting be adjourned, and Mayor Dennis adjourned the meeting. 
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