W.L.P.R. Park Board Minutes

08/15/2011

The Parks and Recreation Board met Monday, August 15, 2011, 4:30 pm, at City Hall, Council Chambers. Present at said meeting were Karen Springer, John MacDonald, Aimee Jacobsen, Pat Flannelly and Attorney Andy Gutwein. Joe Payne, Pennie Ainsworth, Lee Booth, Chris Foley, Brenda Lorenz, Dan Dunten and Cheryl Kolb represented the department. Absent from the meeting was Park Board member Richard Shockley and Council members Ann Hunt, Gerald Thomas & Gerry Keen.
Karen convened the Board at 4:32pm.
The first item of the agenda was the approval of the minutes from the July 18, 2011 meeting. Aimee motioned to approve the minutes. John seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Superintendent – Joe reported on the following:
- Noted the Council Report was included in the mailing.
Assistant Superintendent – Pennie reported on the following:
- Both coed and men’s softball have ended for the season. The men’s tournament ended July 27 with Arni’s being Tournament Champions. The Coed league ended last week. Where Else won the A Division; Cleaning Eagles the B Division; Lab Rats – C Division; West Lafayette Christian Church – D Division; and Stormfront Productions the E Division. I would like to thank Bob Nicholson, our league director for a great year and also thank Lee and his guys for all their work in getting the fields ready to play.
- The Mayor has raised $14,600 for Global Fest. The 17th annual Global Fest will be held on Saturday, September 3 from 10am until 9pm.
- Worked started on the new University Farm Park playground on August 1. 
Parks – Lee reported on the following:
- Inspections are available 
- Finished the public access dock at the boathouse
- Work continues on Tommy Johnston Park makeover
- Drainage tile was installed at the pony field in Cumberland Park

- Shut down the pool today

- Preparing for Global Fest

- Replaced the playground fence at Centennial Park

Recreation Report – Chris reported on the following:
- The Municipal Pool closed Sunday, August 14.
- The pool will need to have some upgrades before we open next season. We checked the pool deck area for possible spots to add some shade structures.

- Summer sport programs have finished.

- We have begun investing online registration.

- The Fall brochure was delivered today. We hope to have the brochures mailed out by the end of the week. The brochure contains programs that will continue through December. Mail-in registrations will begin immediately. All other forms of registrations will be accepted on September 8.

Morton Center – Brenda reported on the following:
- At the August 24 Farmers Market Morton will be attending to promote our programs, Michelle Landskron, an instructor that offers a variety of children’s classes, will be attending and will offer some activities for children at the booth. Nancy VanDoren, another one of our instructors, will do Dao Yin Yang Sheng Gong demonstrations.
- Area IV Council on Aging and Community Services will be hosting their 6th Annual Senior Art Contest at Morton Community Center. Senior art work will be displayed in Room 106 from Sept. 9-Oct. 6.

- WALLA will be holding a Political Forum along with the League of Women Voters on Wednesday, September 14.
Old Business

University Farm Park
Pennie reported work on the playground renovation started last week, August 1. The old equipment was removed in one day. The old surface material was removed, and Pennie extended a special thank you to Dave Downey, noting his department (Street & Sanitation) brought in two large roll-off dumpsters, which assisted with the  process. We were allowed to dump the old material at his location, which was a big savings to our department. Last Monday our maintenance staff unloaded an entire semi filled with the new equipment. On Tuesday, Wampler Works began installing the equipment. The first load of surface material came in last Friday. Most of the center-stage unit has been installed. We encountered a small problem with receiving the wrong slide; the new slide was delivered today. Installation of the unit for the 2-5 year olds has begun. Most of the project should be completed by the end of this week. Three more semi loads of surface material are expected during the middle of this week. 
Side note: Pennie distributed a copy of the final pool report for the 2011 season, noting we had a good season.

Tommy Johnston Park
Joe provided an update on the renovation progress of the park. The court has been installed. Milestone’s work has been completed, noting the subcontractor has to finish some work. We will proceed on putting the rest of the park back together. The sidewalk and curb along the park on Chauncey Avenue were completely replaced. The alley along the south side of the park was also resurfaced. Once the contractors leave, there will be additional dirt work. There is mulch on order and some in-house clean up to do. Concrete pads will be installed for installation of some facilities and there is extensive landscaping to be done. Williams Signs revised the sign, as indicated in the photos Joe passed around to the Park Board members.

New Business

Morton Rental Request

Jordan Hinkle was introduced and Brenda provided an overview of the request before turning it over to Jordan. Jordan described his plan for the event, along with the request to sell snacks. Discussion followed; with it noted by the Board, that the group must have 
uniformed, off-duty, police officers for security. Jordan noted the maximum attendees would be 133. Pat motioned to approve the request for the concert, along with the request for water and snack sales from 6:30pm-10:30pm, with access to the building from 6:00pm-11:00pm. Included with the approval, the group must clean up after themselves or face an additional charge for clean-up if we are left with any additional clean up from the group. The group also agrees to having added security, provided by the West Lafayette Police Department, meeting the WLPD requirements per number of attendees. Aimee seconded the motion, and the motion carried. A vote of Board members followed with the following results: 3 - Ayes, 1 – Nay.
Lafayette Bike Polo Request
Joe noted the Board members received a copy of the email, noting there is a date change to eliminate any conflict with another group already scheduled for the area and to eliminate any conflict with Art on the Wabash. The group is looking at Saturday, September 17 from 9:00am-10:00pm, with the same set-up as last year, having restrooms available, and a rental fee of $100.00, all of which is the same as last year. Joe gave an overview of the request before turning it over to the guests. Joe introduced representatives of Lafayette Bike Polo, Kevin White and Tom Richardson. A couple of added changes to the original request have occurred; one is to add an additional hour of time from last year, which changes the ending time from 9:00p to 10:00p. This will allow for two hours after the tournament ends, rather than just one hour, for play in a pick up game, which is very popular after tournaments. An additional request is to allow music, provided by a DJ, sponsored by the Black Sparrow. Discussion followed. Pat motioned to approve the requests as presented, noting the music needs to be projected towards the East. Aimee seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
West Lafayette School Board 
Karen reported that additional hiring of teachers K-12 will bring class sizes down to West Lafayette standards.
West Lafayette and Tippecanoe School Corporations begin classes tomorrow with Lafayette School Corporation beginning next Monday. We look forward to a successful year for all students, staff, and school personnel.
West Lafayette Community School Corporation was honored last Wednesday in Indianapolis for having greater than 25% of students passing at least one AP exam. West Lafayette actually had a 55% passing rate, which ranks number one in public schools. One private school had a greater percentage.

Wabash River

Joe reported the extension of the Wabash Heritage Trail continues, noting it would be a good area to avoid driving through during the construction period. The work will continue into the fall. Official word of the notice to proceed on the Phase II from INDOT has not yet been received. We are hopeful to have it done this year.
Other

Pony League Field
Joe mentioned Lee touched on the drainage tile being installed at the Pony League field. Pony League volunteer parents, with primary credit to Matt Wagner, did the work. 
We purchased approximately $1,000.00 of drainage tile, noting it should help with the drainage problem in that part of Cumberland Park. There may be some additional fill dirt for the area, along with some over seeding this fall. 
Community Bay

Joe reported we have rented two boat spaces at the Community Bay. The dock is finished and is being used. A press release is in the works, inviting folks to apply for rental space, but will not go out until after people have returned to town for the fall semester.
Joe reported a new agreement with INDOT was signed today at Board of Works. Essentially, we were able to get the local maximum for the metropolitan planning organization of $380,000.00 in Transportation Enhancement Grant Funds for 2014, which is tied to the amount we previously received for 2013. The funds for that year were split with Lafayette, using what was needed to put a sidewalk along State Road 38, near Creasy Lane. The Cattail Trail extension project, north from Lindberg Road along the west side of Northwestern, will one way or another connect back into the Cattail Trail at Cumberland Avenue. There will be a complete loop opportunity there for folks that wish to do that from Celery Bog Nature Area. Eventually the crossing at Lindberg Road and Northwestern Avenue will be improved, likely when that part is turned over to the City in 2013, when the US 231 project is completed. The total TE grant will be $548,900.00, and we will be asking the Redevelopment Commission for a local match, 20%, or approximately $142,000.00 minimum. The northwest corner of Lindberg Road and Northwestern Ave, owned by PRF and maintained by the golf course, will become a regional drainage facility. There will also be work to put in a constructed wetland. Bids were opened today (not including the trail) and the trail will be added later. Eventually, it will be similar to the nicely growing-in pond near the north shelter in Cumberland Park. It will resemble the area where work was done last year, at the southeast corner of Cumberland and Sagamore Parkway, originally a retention area, and now a constructed wetland and slowly growing-in. That area will be maintained by contract arrangement, provided by the landscaper hired to do the work, continuing for the next two years, then managed by us. A roundabout will be installed at the intersection of Yeager Road and Northwestern Avenue and include trail as well. 
Cash Change Fund and Petty Cash Fund for Global Fest

Pennie requested, as instructed by the Clerk-Treasurer office, approval to establish a Cash Change Fund for $500.00 for Global Fest 2011 and a Petty Cash Fund for $200.00 for Global Fest 2011. Both funds will be established from the Nonreverting Operating Fund and will revert back no later than November 30, 2011. Aimee motioned to approve the requests as presented. John seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
A woman whose family recently lived in Switzerland, approached Aimee regarding a common site they would see in the parks in Switzerland, concrete ping-pong tables with heavy-duty metal mesh netting. The woman thought, with the diverse population this area has, and with it being such a popular sport, it would allow people (adults) something else to do when they are at the parks. Because of the construction of the 
table, it is primarily vandal-proof. In Switzerland, people supply their own paddles and ping-pong balls for the tables. Aimee thought it would be interesting to look into this for one our parks.
Pay Claims

Pat motioned for claims to be paid. John seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Adjourn

Karen called for the meeting to adjourn at 5:29pm. Aimee motioned for the meeting to be adjourned. Pat seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
____________________________                       _____________________________
Presiding Officer 
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