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Preparedness Month

In conjunction with the Red Cross and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Mayor Dennis has proclaimed September as Preparedness Month in West Lafayette. In support of this effort WLFD has pamphlets titled, “Taking Emergency Action” available on the agenda table at this month’s council meeting and also at any of the three fire stations. Each pamphlet has guidelines for what to do when a fire breaks out and how to be better prepared for a fire emergency. In addition, each pamphlet has guidelines on ten other emergency preparedness topics including, “Evacuation/shelter-in-place”, “Summer Weather”, “Family Preparedness”, and others.
Station Open Houses

WLFD will host open houses at all three fire stations during the upcoming Fire Prevention Week. Parents, children, and others will be invited to tour the stations, get a blood pressure check, talk to the firefighters, see the trucks, and learn about fire safety. Further information will be available in late September/early October.

Successful Defibrillation

WLFD, WLPD, TEAS, St. Elizabeth Hospital, and others all contributed to the successful defibrillation of well-known pastor Dr. Will Miller. His family has spoken publically about his recovery and posted public updates on CaringBridge.org. They have personally come to the fire station to thank the involved firefighters and we received a thank you card with smiling faces drawn by a young child and a message from his parents saying, “Mr. Fireman, Thank you for saving Dr. Will’s life. We appreciate all your hard work and caring nature.”

All of the responding agencies contributed to the success of this response including the WL police department who had a officer on patrol less than one block away when the call came in and he was able to immediately arrive on the scene. With fire station #1 being only two blocks away WL fire was likewise able to quickly arrive. TEAS delivered a note of thanks to the fire department that reads in part “… would like to thank you for your quick response. You were able to arrive on scene minutes before us. You immediately recognized the need for an AED, applied it, and defibrillated the patient. Your quick actions helped ensure the recovery of this patient who is now at home recuperating.” 

His recovery is due to a number of factors including the provisions of facilities and equipment that allow a quick response. Furthermore, training and continuing education of personnel coupled with experience is essential. Each agency must do its part while relying on the other agencies to do their part. On the scene the patient needed and received an oxygen supply and blood circulation by those who arrived first. TEAS was the primary care giver in the next phase. While en route they provided skilled treatments that allowed for further success upon arriving at the hospital. The more thorough and longer-term treatments given by the doctors and personnel at the hospital allowed the patient to go home within just a few days. His successful recovery is due to many coordinated components including the support of his friends and family. They feel very fortunate to have such a good outcome and we are encouraged by having been a part of it.
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