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“Live” Fire Training  A rare opportunity for “live” fire training came our way as 
a result of the Bridgeway apartment complex in Lafayette. Over the course of three days 
we were able to extinguish 25-30 training fires. The Lafayette Fire Dept. coordinated the 
training and the Purdue Fire Dept. also participated. Extra safety measures were taken 
such as burning straw and untreated wood instead of common household furnishings to 
eliminate the smoke toxicity caused by plastics. So, while not quite as intense as 
uncontrolled fires, these training fires will prove to be very valuable in the future. 
 
NIMS 400  Myself, the Assistant Chiefs, and Captains all completed the NIMS 
(National Incident Management System) 400 level course:  Advanced ICS, Command 
and General Staff – Complex Incidents. The Dept. is now ahead of schedule for this 
portion of compliance with the national NIMS requirements. 
 
Robinson St. Fire  Many people may have seen or heard about the house fire 
on Robinson Street through local media coverage. The fire started in a vehicle in the 
carport and very quickly spread to the house. Inside the house plastic and other items 
melted from the ceiling down to a level of about 4 feet. Aluminum decorations and some 
of the aluminum window frames melted from the heat. The occupant got out safely. His 
dog tried to find safety in the far back bedroom on the opposite end of the house 
however, the dog did not survive. 
 
The first fire truck and crew arrived in under two minutes from when they received the 
dispatch and, along with the crews from the other stations, were able to limit the fire 
spread to a portion of the front room and attic. A neighbor’s house was threatened by the 
fire and paint on her siding began blistering from the heat. She made the point of 
thanking us several times for keeping her house from burning. 
 
Happy Hollow Park  There was a steep, muddy rescue on the trails in Happy 
Hollow Park. Around dusk a couple was wading through a stream with their two dogs 
when the patient slipped on rocks on broke a bone in her lower leg. The closest access 
was from the Thornbush Drive cul-de-sac however, the trail was steep, narrow, and very 
muddy from rain that had been falling for two or three days.  
 
After the initial treatment the patient was secured in a stokes basket (a backboard with 
sides) and the challenge became getting her safely up the ravine. This was accomplished 
by several firefighters carrying the stokes while other firefighters secured a safety line to 
it in case anyone slipped. Handlights were needed as it got darker and extra care was 
taken because of an I-V treatment that the ambulance crew determined was necessary. 
Slowly everyone made their way up the four foot wide trail without further injury and 
about 45 minutes later the patient was on her way to the hospital for further treatment. 
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